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| to Mr. Tombes his Scepticall Exer- 
1 Citation of Infants Baptiſme : 


Wherein tiſme is declared fo ingraft us into Chriſt, be- 
+ ks vere : and the Oo ofthe"Goſpellto _ 
| Abrabam'and the Gentiles is prooved t@ betheſame, j 

extended to the Gentiles children, uy - e*. 
asto' Abrahams: 1: 


i hh the Reaſon, Js Baptize Chien) is ack ſo 
ſet downe in the Goſpell, as Circumcize Children; 
in the Law, and yet the £ Goſpell more JR 
then the Law. eb 
| n— is now added , A Provocation of Mer. Tombes | 
| to amake good his general! charge,agaioſt Mr.1vilies- Hiſey's eg |.* 
| Satisfattion to his Scepticall Exercitation. ” wh; 


By Piliam Huſſey, Miniſter ofthe Goſ a: 
Chehlhurſt in n Kent, ML, » 
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1 | He ond, knowing nothing, but dotin ing ae yin 

11:3 y/ atnry AF S——_ exvie, ftrife , rajlings, evil 2a 
perverſe diſputin 8 of men of corrupt minds, as; en on 
truth, 1. Tim.6.4.5. 
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TO THE 


READER: 


Courtcous Reader, 


MA Ba Having read and ſeenthe Labows of divirs learned: 
"Z 0 men that hive undertaken the bandling of this point; 
"&S > and ſteing. that this Doctrine of Anabaptiſts doth 
q 4 D. much ſpread, u&withſtanging all the induſtry that 
*\8 a; hath been uſed bymen of ſingular p wrts and piety; I 
AR. 4, d did wender that ſuch a growing evill ſhould ſpread 
LOUD adpreveil with men that dd pretcud ſo much to 
ty; and finding 1hat they cryed up the autbority of the Scripture, as 
Afmex that did plead for baptiſmne of children, hid nothing to coantenance 
ther deftrine,but humane authority ond ſet up mens inventions contrary 10 
 d[ te Scriprares ;, when I ſaw that theſe Anib iptiſts did ſo earneffly plead] ur 
a the authority of Scriptares, and declare themſelves ſo devoted to the rule of- 
1 Gd: Word, 1 1g compaſiion on the affettions of theſe men, willingly grant-= 
ine that that was indeed the rule we oncht all to beguided by, 1d d a5 anpar- 
ty ſift, how truly and faithfully they bad deilt in the applying 
Fever 19 ths ſacred rule : I perceived, that they did rather ſieal away the 
1] #012 of men with the ſhew only of pretended reſpett unts the Scripturery 
| tenthet they did with d:ſingaged ſpirits ſearch mio the ſenſe and meaning 
þ Fthe Holy Ghoſt, as men deſirous to be lead by the authority of God, I heard 
| nancy up Scripture, Seripture nothing would prevail with thim but Scrip- 
\þ ive. Ireſolved to concurre with them in this, that the Scripture and only 
| yen paghe to be our rule in theſe ſupernatural things of Gods worſhip - 
Nur 1 could have found that they had argued rightly out of Seriptare, [ 
| Pnldheve moſt willingly joyned with them ; but ex «mining 1ht ſincerity 
þ fiberr dealing herein, 1 [aw them carried on with a ſpirit of pride, imagi- 
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- "To'the Reader." * * OM 


ning that becauſe children bid been baptized, andth:t thoſe men whit 
bad, maintained childrens baptiſme, had miintained other errors , thay 
fore in the diſaffettion that they bear unto former times , they were 
ſolved to wrap up baptiſmeof children among other things, and threwegy 
alſo, together with thoſe things that were indeed ſpurions and bumant, wt | 
of the wor ſhip of God : they could not endure mans inventions in Gods wh. 
ip, and therein their zeal was gord, if their knowledge had been anſm. 
able : but here I ſaw much pride, wailed under the cloak of piety, mengca. 
ring on their opinions with oppoſition and clamour of multitudes, ra 
then with ſobriety and diligent enquiry in the fate of the queſtion : In 
whileſt I ſaw this bumeaur, wanderingin the lower region of the unltum 
1 did not (6 much wonder thingh I were nench moved for their ſucrherk 
their fonts were a pretious 18 me as ther mens, yet when 1 beard thats 
ſoared aloft among the learned, 1 thought it then high time to beflinm 
ſetf, to ſearch imo the ground andreeſon, why they alſo with others mi; 
deceived in that pornt > wherein I took ſomepains to ſearchinto the cag 
hve for the publike goed given ſome ſmall account thereof : an bin 
will try ſceptiquewith Mr. Tombes, aud examine whether our books biwt | wli 
fared up the queſtion of m——_ high enough, and have ſuſficieny hs | whe 
redthoſe Scriptures that ave citedin the controverſies. For my part, len | Wil 
ceivethat the main reaſon that hath ſo mach prevailed with the mulriiali | the 
&, becauſe the ceremony of circamciſion being put down, and that bringns | ſaw 
quired of the Iews: ſo as that every preten {wv of time, qualifoun pai 
the perſon is expreſſe, he muſt be a male in the family of ſome believer : peu 
30 fas plainneſſe ts uſed im the matter of the Sucrameut of baptiſme, jw| tila 
want whereof, ignorant perſons have proclaizued the baptiſme of fates | tupte 
will-worſbip, becauſe 't us n0t ſaid in plain terms, ye ſhall baptiee child; | wal 
this may be an exiuſe ta men 1t firſt ſight and conſideration, but wpounted ) 1 
enquiry + let it be conſidered whether the diff erent manner of the phriſtls | 1 fa 
zween the Geſpel and the Lew, hath wot put the d:fferente; The ſeroial| lin 
the Law was in ſhadows and types ; therefore the external rite wasglaii| uſe 
they hag not any ground at oll from reaſon, no, not greunded upon the Wwl| nu 
for the uſe of them : the authority of God did fell upon the rite it felfimni| Yeh 
aathy, without ary other explication, but that it was the r—_— ope 
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To the Reader. 


| of (be Covenant made with Abreham and hu ſeed, whereby they weve 
tt partakers of the biefſing in Chriſt, the ſeed of Abrabam + Now, the 
tath declare the prom:ſe 18 Abraham mere plainly, and our ingraf- 
ins Chriſt by baptiſme neore diſtindiy, according to the nature of the 
t | ſarament;” and ina more raimal way, emtitling ws 10 the promiſe, equi. 
nethe Miniſters of the Goſpel to baptize all natrons, males and femates : 
any limitation of yeers or ſex, whereby the proffer of grace us made 
teat nations : the ſeal of the proffer is baptiſme, whereby we ere ingrafted 
Chriſt, the +0. 26 1agh the prom-ſe of 1he Goſpel is plainly decla- 
webeche promiſe m1de 10 abraham, enlarged nut init ſelf, but by wer- 
tut of mvare n_ —_— : the promiſe to Abraham was not only to 
\n thaw and bu ſeed, but to all nations of the earth, though by provi- 
we Chriſt, kept within the nation of the lewes, The :gnoronce, or 
| Wattendarce on this drfferent manner of adminiſtration have caaſed men 
ſorigeresſl 10 = yak ſuch expreſſe dire1on in point of adminiſ{r tion of 
beſacrament of baptiſme ; and by this me ins brewght themſelves into ſack 
; that if they fbould ſtand to their principles, they could not finde 
wv | way way to edminifter the ſacrament of baptiſme at all, unto ary perſon 
# | thetſorver, for want of more plaine and particuler direttion : And thuc, 


Wi} Yuriion of grace, before they are born, this is plainly ſet down in the 
: pet, bus dlfeercl intimazed in the Law, Now, ſacramentally men 
; _ - are 
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To the Reader; J 


. are intraficd into Chriſt by baptiſont, but perſonally to judge men fait "1" 
. end thereby in chrif, before rbey were ingrafied into hin, were a cons } 
ditionin adjcfto; therefore are men appointed to baptize and pre - 
Word a being able to adminiſter externalis only. The ſecond deluſional} ®: 
that they interpret thy hiſtories ef the 48s of the 4 poſt es, wherein hiſk. | © 
r:Cally  relatid.. that perſans byptized did believe, not that confef.onn} 

he 
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profeſi.on of faith was made to the Apoſtles ; and that the perſons baptiza 
bad their faith approved by the Apoſiles ; and thus that was the groundy. 
en which they bept-2ed them, which i a plais addition 10 the Scripta | * 
But my earneſt requeſt to Mr. Tombes, and all ether Anabiptiſts, ul \ 
look on the dottrime of the Goſpel, in a maye ſpiritual way, then to ſubjeltif ** 
zo ſuch a groſſe and carnal apprehinſion, and finde out ſame meantay 
# more ſatfattory way to ſtate the promiſe of the Goſpel according wlll * 
Word of God, then heretofore. | 


þ iT; 
Yours in the Lord, 


William Huſſey: 


July 1. 1646. 
|| Have perwſed this Asfwer to Mr. Tombes bu Book againſt Pedobaptiſmne, off © 
baptizing of children; and finding it to be, in my judgement, ſolid and judit 
1 as atow it tobe printed and pubbiſoed, | 
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| b M*: Tombes his ſcepticall Exercitation 
| 4:1 - Concerning Infants-Bapriſme. 


2] A He Method thac I ſhall cake in the ing this Contre- 
: » verſie ſhall be, firſt,to ſtate the Doctrine of Baptiſme,as it 
A was delivered by Chriſt, and underſtood by the Apoltles, 
as may appear by their practice; then anſwer the ſo- 
phiſmes and facies of Anabaptiſts, and in particular, 
of Mr. Tembs ; and laſtly, ſome arguments to prove the 
lawfulneſſe of childrens hacifne: As for the baptiſme 
* of Jobs, it was of God ; God ſent him to baptize, but as 
the Miniſtry,ſo the Baptiſine of fobs was perſonall,began 
4 uxdended in him; he was nota Miniſter of the Goſpel, he was the greateſtof the 
4 Prophets, buc theleaft in the kingdome of Heaven is greater then he ; he was pre= 
tw/er, the forerunner of Chriſt, of whoſe baptiſme the Scripture is ſo ſilent, (if 
yeuconſider the form and nature of it)that we may quickly affirm more of it then 
wecanbe able to prove ; As for Chriſt making Diſciples, and his Niſciples bap- 
wing, the Scripture likewiſe ſpeaketh lictle, only chat Chriſt made Diſciples, and 
8Diſciples baptized them : during the time of Chriſts abode upon earth, he did 
Sallthings well, but ſome things he did which he was not pleaſed toreveal tous, 
Iniat is written, is written for ourlearing ; and ſo —_ iS WITKten, as by be- 
uewng we may have eternall life. | 
_{lathings that areliuble to no difficultie, a greater liberty of words is uſed : as, 
IErprecch the Goſpel toevery creature ; here men cannot eaſily miſtake, becauſe 
ne are capaple of the Goſpel but reaſonable cgeatures : So m the Commiſſion, 
Janilt faith, ſake Di/ciples of all notions hepeifng thews in the name of the Father 
mart bely Ghoſt. Here Chriſt giveth a Commiſſion to make all nations his 
wllers, baptizing them, and teaching them what he commands : Here our S4- 
B [IE viour 


2 Satisfafion to M* Tombes 
viour isplzin in che manner anc form of Baptiſine. that was new and unknown; 
concerning the doctrine meyach, er roird he wo give ipcjul 
mmend what teach; 4 e t being defore limured 
CO — ro the Genres atfo* bur wharfhoatd be the qutificna 


of perſons to be baptized 1s not laid, neither doth the A peſtles any where declare, 
or give any thing in charge to Timothy or Titus, (tro whom St. Pax! wrote,asun- 
to Miniſters of the Goſpel,to acquaint them with their duty )as matter of any dif. 
ſicnlry wherein they might eaſily fail+ and un x Cor.1,-he by occaſion ſpeaking 
of Baptiſme, ſpeaketh of that, as of a thing conſiſting in form of words, antou: 
ward rite of waſhing, (ſo as it is miniſterially to be performed) wherein no ſuch 
difficulty was, or danger of miſtake ; and therefore he had little care thereof,men 
of meaner qualifications might do that ; yet were the Corinthians baptized be- 
fore he \wrote to them, and a-Chnrch ; In all the dogmaricall parts of Scri 

not one word concerning any direction to the Miniſter whom he ſhould baptize, | 
whereby it is plain, that Chriſt did not charge his Diſciples with any dangerdf 
miſtake in bapt1zing, they ſhould teach what Chriſt had or ſhould co , for 
matter of doRrine ; and Chriit doth referre the commiſſion to futnre direRion; 
bur ind} the gcripture no farther explanation concerning the petſons that wet 
to be baptized : The Chnrches were baptized no-mant knowes by whom.” To 
Churches 'ahd Saints, men received into the Church, 'is all the dotrine of the 
Apoſtles direRted, whereby it appears, that they had care to teach all that Chr 
by his Spirit did command ; bur fo little is fpoken concerning the perſons tobe 
baptizes, or the manner of adminiſtrarion, more then 1$ in the commiſſion; thit 
it may plamily ippeare, rio controverſies were raiſed concerning that : it wasa | 
plain caſe wherem they walked, without diſpure; or, it ſeemeth, {nſpitiond 
controverfie, thongh light enongh be given to the _ ; ſo that Antiped 
eiſts, without oFending againft plain Scripture, can have no ground to oppoſe 
bzpr5ſme of Infants by-thoſe inartificiall and groundleſſe argnments ior 
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orgeagainſt it ; and certainly, it was Tong ere mach was ſaid , and the ſt 

of rhar which is faid, will appeat. What 1s gathered ont of the commiſſion, 6, 
make Diſciples of ail nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son,anl 
Holy Gheft, trathing them, 8. we ſhall conſider : | 
* Narions is the fubje&;that is focleer,that Mr. Tombs confeſſeth it,thongh with 
this limitation, nations that are made Diſciples ; which limitation can receiveno 
color without apparent alteration of the words. Firſt,make them Diſciples,nd 
then baptize them, faith Mr. Tombes : three words are added, ( firſt, as thes,) 
the words plainly 1mport, make Diſciples by baptizing them and teaching, | 
have added nothing bn: the word by ; and rhar is implicd in the participialles 
preſtion, as may appeareto all Engliſh men that underſtznd their own congue; 


—— 


4s in the like phraſe; make , or build honfes, laying the formdations = 


TT __HTwzHaAEr}:E_LT , TuVOPLY75T— CP_TTTTYTYTTSSRTTE—_® 


bis ſcepticall Exercitation. Z 

rafing the walls and roof of laſting and durable matter, do not theſe 
—_ e the manner of doing ? or, may # man gather from hence: 
tatche bouſe muſt be built before the foundation maſt be laid? - Agaiv,cthe word 
tions, is « Noune of multimde, and the very commiion ſcemerh«to pointac 


thenation of the Jewes for the pattern, that they ſhould call other nations inco 


ofthe ame promiſe ; and thus it is apparent, the Apoſtles all underſtood it. Paul, 
both tothe Romans, Roms 4 1 1, and G4/.3.17 doth argue,that the prome mighe 
fund the fame to us, 25 was to cAbrahensthough cirauncilion beraken away, tor 
gmuch as the promiſe was before cireumetion, even to eAbrahem; and rhere 
night remain the circumciſion of the heart, though the outward circumciſion 
were taken away, and Baptiſme put in the place of it; and from this promiſe, 
ſtr 4 39. S. 1H eter argueth to Baptiſme, the promiſe belewgeth to yew, therefore” 
tebaptized. If then Baptiſine may be tendered to nations, nations may receive 

ime, that is, it may be, nay, it mult be received by a nationall covenant, the 
mation of the Jews were only in covenant with God before Chrift ; bur all nati- 
oasafter Chriſt hath broken down the partition wall. Now principally a nation- 
allcovenant doth conſiſt in this, that the moſt principall of the nation do cove- 
nintfor the reſt, the more contiderable part do receive for the reſt, and require 
performance of others their inferiours. God laid circumciſion upon the Jews un- 
&rapenalty, which is a nationall way of receiving ; God commandeth all tobe 
ercumeiſed by a Law,under a penalty, that perſon that was not circumciſed, mutt 
teqitoff, Gen.17. 14. that che whole nation might be circumeiſed. If any ſhall 
dj, that the Jews were all to be circumczed nnder a penalcy, but thepenalry 
wsappointed of God. I anſwer, that was an eſpecixll priviledge of the Jewes; 

they had their civill Lawes from God, but what licrh upon a nation as a du- 
ty, thar it may require of all, and cut off them chat refuſe ; and this is implied 


| Telegram even after the ſame manner as the Jews have been, by verrue 


4. nthecommiftion, when nations ſhall covenant to be Diſciples, which may be 


doneby a part for the whole, then are fuch as are in commiſſion from Chriſt com- 
mnded to baptize and reach the whole nation, ſuch as are in authority may co- 
want in a nationall way for the inferiour ſort, and juſtly require all externall 
| from them, ſuch as Baptiſme, and ſubnuſſion to be taught are ; as 
faith, and internall performance, no creature can judge of that, or require it of 
mother in a judiciall way. 
Ifany objeRt that the Apoſtles did not execute their commiſſion, but upon ſuch 
pics as did believe, and would be baptized. 
Lanſwer, a commiſſion cannot be executed in full extent, untill opportunity 
begotten ; he_that hath a commiſſjon to hang up all the thieves in the kingdom, 
muſtexecute it as he may ; he muſt hang them as he can catch chem : as foon as 
could procure a nationall willingneſſe, they were ready to baprize _—_— 
B 2 y 
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the 'many thouſands baptized by them the fame day of their converſion 
Re ka them in by Faniis which a& by a nationall way, tennd 
the family covenanting for his ſervants and: 1: So Joſh. 24. 15. 1 axidmy 
houſe wil ſerve the Lord ; he may not believe for his ſervant, but he may cove 
nant for externall-worſhi mars mv oo | and for his ſervant accors 
Sago bigocndiden; addr peaatey, or diſmiffion of ſervice, that the wholefy« 
mily or nation might come in : And that the Gentiles ſhould in fuch a manner 
flow into the Church, the Prophets do fully teſtific, 7/as. 2. 2. A8 nation; ſta 
flew, ce. See further whar light the word Diſciple doth give to this fenſe of the 
commiſſion. Diſciple isa relative, and is referred to maſter, to him that giveth 
precepts, which have ſanftions of reward, and puniſhment annex-d ; and thisig 
the covenant that is between the maſter and the ſcholler,* that he will reachand 
puniſh the negligence of the ſcholler, the ſcholler muſt be under the covenantof 
ſubmiſsjon;or otherwiſe he can beno ſcholler. | 

Now, note that tivo ways this covenant of a {choller may be pntupon any per« 
ſon: Firft, ir may be put on with the conſene of the (choller : or, fecondly,withs 
our, in caſe of a {laye, his Lord may impoſe what covenants he pleaſeth, without 


his conſent, if he will live and enjoy his being, the father may, and that juſtly, by, 


his interdt-that he hath over his fon by nature, put him to ſchool, and makex 
{choller of him, evenbefore he be willing to conſent ; he my juſtly carry him; 
and correct him, if he refuſe to be put under the power of a Schoolmaſter, giving 
his Schoolmaſter power to corre him. Now, to ſend him to ſchool to Che, 
and teach him the precepts of Chriſt, and this impoſed on the parent of Chriſt, by 
his Apoſtles, Epbeſ: 6. 4. And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath : but 
bring chem wy in the nxrture and admenition of the Lord. And what a parentca 
do over his child in matter of duty, that may the parents of the conntrey, the Mw 
giſtrares, require of the nations. God requireth 1t of them, they may pur allthe 
nation to ſchool to Chriſt: Now, what if ſome of them be too young toleatn, 
yet if they be under the diſcipline of the Maſter,rthey are ſchollers ? as may appat 
ut many little children that are ſet to ſchool, to keep them ſafe, and from wantors 
nefſe, before they be of capacity tolcarn, many have a hombook given, morefor 
a play-game, then a book, yet are they ſchollers, becauſe under the diſciplineand 
corretion of the Maſter ; 1s it not therefore great reaſon, that a Chriſtian ſhould 
dedicate his childe to Chriſt, to be partaker of the bleſſing and diſcipline of Chriſt 
furcly godlineſſe hath the promiſe of this lite,and that which is to come. Whats 
the Infant capable of no good from Chriſt ? neither in ſoul nor body ? hath Chriſt 
nothing to do with him? Chriſt did bleſſe ſacking Infants, and as he blefſth, 
cannot he likewiſe puniſh at pleaſure? Why then, if he hath power over allns- 
tions, and «e jwre, they are all under his diſcipline, may not Chriſtian parentsput 

their children under the tuitionof Chriſt, ſeeing, though they cannot leam, jm 
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bleffe; and hath right, and will puniſh, which we by baptizing our Infants 
Rn omledge?nay;cerrainly he an Infidel] char dothnorthinlcrhar Chriſt 
as-teach che Infant by hy es Tr by means that we can uſe, 
ethathe doch not qualific the ſouls of the cle&t Infants, with gifts of grace, not 
| gient res, if they die in infancy, which though he can, and will with- 
tbeptiſme ; yet this is ſufficient incou t for a Chriſtian parent to pur 


[gt to Chriſt, if Chriſt can teach him, this were a vain ching to think 


rany ignorant parent to refuſe to put his fon to ſchool, becauſe he underſtanderh 
notLatine or Greek himſelf; it is ſufficient that the Maſter underſtandeth and 
knoweth how ta teach. And certainly, words could not have been invented 
thitcould have required the Miniſters to baptizeall the world, Infants and all, 
willing or unwilling ; ſo that any would ſee they might be tanghe, and ſubmic 
the precepts and diſcipline of Chriſt, then to expreſle it by the word Nation, 
| m{Diſciple ; and this was plain to them that underſtood what ic 1yas for a na- 
tion tobe in covenant with God, whereof there was but one pattern at that time, 
doit doth appear the Apoſtles did underſtand ic as a plain thing:in that,though 
efrethey took occ2Fon to ſpeak of baptiſme, yer never did explain this point 


| |, concerning childrens baptiſme, as thinking it pin enough in the pattern: what 


night juſtly raiſe a ſcruple concerning the baptizing of women, ſeeing they were 
notcireumciſed, that is, declared in plain terms, both men and women were bap- 
wed. Baptiſime is in room of circumciſion, as in anſwering Mr. Tombes his argu- 
nents, Fhope to make appear. For the further underſtanding of this word Dif- 
aple] ſhall endeavour to ſet forth the full latitude of the word : the formall rea- 
bnofa Diſciple, is in re/atione ad Preceptorem, the foundation of which relation 
$2covenant between the Maſter and the ſcholler, whereby the Maſter is ingaged 
todehver precepts, and the ſcholler is bound to hear and undergo the penalties of 
hserrors and contempts. 
. "Nowthis covenant is either impoſed,as in caſe of a ſlave,when a Lord dothlay 
” covenants upon his ſlave ; here the benefits of the covenant be mercies;the pu- 
ts,if lefſe then the greateſt, or under any conditions avoidable, are favors; 
| ONaah, 1 Sm, 1 1.2. tendered a covenant to put out every one of the Iſraclites 
 tylteyes, which if he had been able to have deſtroyed, as: he conceived he was; 
| afavour ; in this caſe one party maketh the covenant without mention- 
ogthe other but as patient ; therefore, Gew.15. 18: Gol is ſaid tromake a cove= 
Wtwith Abrebers, and 17. 9. God calleth the covenant, his covenant, God 
miethe promiſe and conditions, not Abrehex ; but in Gev.21. 27. there,when 
dirabew and Abimeleck did covenant, the Text faith, they both made 4 covenant; 
Mhrtbem his conditions, and Abimeleck his. 
Ifthe word Diſciple be taken in this ſenſe, then it isno more, but cell all nat- 


thus. 


s,that Iam that Prophet that was promuſed by Moſes, Dent, 18. 18, 19. and 
B 3 
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thus Peter Ads 3. and Stephen ARts 7. did make diſciples, ropeating thoſe word 
of Moſes, 'A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe to you like unto meghim (hull 
you he that will not hear the voice of thar Propher ſhall dye the death 
and then theſe words make diſciples , doe ſignifi no more then ell all Nations | 
that I am ſentof my Fatherto teach them, and they chat will not heare ſhall dye 
the death.” Chriſt without any more acdoe doth give Precepts, and threaten death |, 
to all the world that refaſe, and ſo make diſciples is no more but tel] them they 
are diſciples, and under the Precepts of Chriſt; bur if any acceptance be required 
of the diſciple , the naturall father or father of the Country , may covenane for 
their children as before. : | 

Secondly, a Diſciple may be underſtood in referen& to the end, and that either 
aRtively for a man that is active or diligent to get learning, he is ſaid to be a Scho- 
ler; or paſſively a man is ſaid to be a Diſciple or Scholer that 1s learned; and this 


inchoative vel adcerrum axt defignatum gradum vel perfettive : it this man that | 


isto be baptiſed muſt be taught 1mcboarive, it will ſerve turne to have learned one 
leflon in reference to that one leflon he is learned , though he hath learned buran 
A the firſtletter of his Alphabet. In the ſecond ſenſe men are aſſigned a certaine 
meaſure of learning as ſufficient for one calling , another meaſure for another 
calling ; what degree of knowledge men mult attaine to before they be baptiſed, 
no man yet hath declared : and in fo great a ſilence of Scripture were an arrogan- 
cie inexcuſable ; for want whereof, all that is ſaid concerning a Diſciple to bee 
made before baptiſed, is without any regularity and certainty; if it bee under- 
ſtood perfetive,Jthen a man muſt never be baptiſed, it not betore he be made per 
tecMly learned ; whereby ir appeareth that we cannot be faid to be made learned 
in diſpoſition to Baptiſme, but as before made Schollers in relation to Chriſta 
Maſter by Baptiſme in the name of the Father, Son,and|Holy Ghoſt,being taught 
the precepts of Chriſt, 
Mr. 7 ombes 127.p. falleth upon this as urged by ſome obſcure perſon , but 
faith itis ſo fooliſh , that no men will ſay ſo but he that is our of his wit, but het 
in the meanetime anſwereth it no better then by ſaying if this were tre, the 
Apoſtles needed to have done nothing elſe then to baptiſe them : I thinke if ever 
a man were our of his wit, it was here; Chriſt faith, make Diſciples by baptiſing | 
rhemand teaching them , if he meane fo, need they only baptiſe them, andnot 
reach them ? or if they were made Schollers, muſt they not be taught when they 
are ſchollers? in what ſenſe doth this man take ſcholler?furely in fuch a ſenſe that 
he need be taught no more : if he muſt be a Diſciple in ſuch a ſenſc before he bee 
bapriſed , it were a bold adventure for any Miniſter to baptiſe any man, or if het 
did , the party baptiſed muſt be taught no more : if baptiſing would make Diſc 
ples, the Apoſtles need doe no more, this were a good excule for not preaching 
Prieſts, It is plaine Chriſt commands to baptiſe and teach; what if a man — 
: ore 
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bs ſeepticall Exercitation. 7 
Gemepart of his duty , is he diſcharged of rhe other part ? the command is in 
qanjundtive ccarms both muſt be d. Bur Mr. ſomber fell on that obirer, 
md | have vindicated it for the true ſenſe of the words which he ſo fcornfully 
wdied: bur 1 further prove it. 

| »Wiat doe not GariZurmc and Jidoarre; being active participles , expreſſe the 
\ onof their verbes : and is not walre oxy the end , 1snot every ation to an 
aÞ yes certainly, and to make Diſciples is the end,inrolling chem by Baptiſine, 
laker teaching them the meanes. I defire that men may not be outfaced from 
principles and rules. But I haſten to try the ſtrength of Mr. Tembez his argu- 
ments. 


He confuteth this pratice , that Infants borne of Beleevers are univerſally to 
bebaptiſed; for my part I ſtate not the queſtion ſo, but Infants borne in a Nation 
thtare the Diſciples of Chriſt, or have received the Goſpell, are to bee baptiſed: 
{ f Bdeevers much more, if preſented by them ; and they undertake to inftru& 
themby themſelves or others in the precepts of Chrilt. 

Butlet us ſee Mr. Tombes his ſophiſines , Thar which hath no teſtimonies of 
{ripmre chat 3s doubttiill, 

- Infancy bapriſine hath no teſtimony of Scripture, ergodonbrtull. 

| The winor Mr. Towebes liboureth to prove by an indntion , but it wanteth 
forme; he ſhould have faid, & fic de coreris,, none of all theſe places might prove 
thy, and yet it might have teſtimony from ſome other place : but I will follow 
rp exceptions, and ſee hoy juſt they are againſt rhe teſtimonies pro- 
\/Thefirſt teſtimony which he pretendeth accurately to exantin, Gen.17.7.&c« 
Ipaſſeby his jingle,he raiſeth 14 arguments raiſed out of ſeverall places of Scrip- 
measurged in defence of Pzdobaptifme, which he anſwererh , whoſe anſwers 
Iſhall endeavour to examine , and ſee how the arguments are as he urgeth them, 

«sthey may beurged from this place of Genelis : ro whom the Goſpel Co- 

ant agrees, to them the figne of the Goſpell Covenant agrees ; bnt ro In- 

ans of .Beleevers the Goſpell Covenant agrees, therefore the ſigne of the 

Gopal Covenant , and conſequently Baptiſme. That Mr. Tombes might pre- 
. —_ anſwer , he ſheweth agreat deale of his accurate $kill , he examines 

- v/ta, things granted on the part of Pedobaptiſts, and converteth them 
ol $, ſtateth them apart, and ſo endeavoureth to take ayay the ſtrength 


a . 
l Wether the Covenant made with Abraham, and the Goſpell Covenant 
iethe fanie > Mr. Tomes denieth with this difference , that the Covenant with 
was mixed, but(with reſpec to Mr. Towbez, his opinion of learning he 
uthgotten) he beginneth at the worng end to prove it : for a Goſpell Covenant 


between Godand man, takethin.all the Covenants that now are, or ever —_ 
ICE 


B Satisfaftion 80 M*: Tombes 


finee the fall between God and man': God was never/in covenant with enym {| 
or Nation, but in Chriſt: Chriſt is the adequate ſubjeR of the Golpell : this Gap. # 
pell was preached from heaven by the Angels, Luke 2.10. cv=y34AiZcaw, I preach. 
the Goſpell, which was in theſe words, Unto you is borne this day in the City ef 
David a Saviour which is Chriſt the Lord : Certainly whatſoever the Sams 
enjoy upon earth, or ſhall enjoy in heaven, they enyoy it in and for 
Wherezs Mr.Tembe: diſtinguiſheth the promiſes made to Abrahews into Evange. 
licall , Domeſticall and Civill promifes ; what had eAbrahaw ſome thing 
Chriſt and ſome things out of Chriſt? godlinefſe hath the promiſes of thislifeand 
that which is tocome. Now todeny the promuſes of this life to belong to Abs 
ham under Evangelicall promiſe,or to —_— ind:vidualls by ſpeciticall diff 
rence,is travge. Divinity and ſtranger Logick , is reaſon of different nature in Pe 
ter and Pawl, or is Pats realon of another nature then Perers » becauſe heuſe 
ſome parcicular arguments thatPezer doth not? Abraham had the bleſſings of his # © 
houle, and others have the bleſſings of their families : and Gal. 3.9. Pax! tale 
-us, that they which beleeve are bleſſed with faithfull Abrabenr,they are not ble 
{ed only as the ſeed of eAbraters , but 2s eAbrabem they are fountaines of bleſ 
fing to their ſeed through faith in Chriſt ; and that doth that inference deery | 
ove that Abrahaw was intituled to the blefling by his faich, tanguem medioggs Y Eu 
by the meanes, and therefore is faithful repeated in the argument wit 
eAbrabam, that thoſe that belceve are bleſſed not with eAbraham, but faith 
ſul eAbraham ; and further faith, not that the faichfull are bleſſed ith 
the ſeed of efbrahem, but with eAbrabary, they that beleeve have as a 
to the promiſe as eAbrahaw himelfe : the ſame Covenant, the ſame bleſſing, g+ 
maines to us with Abrahem : as for thoſe particular differences they are butgs 
mericall , and make ro difference in the promiſe,” no more then the difference of 
Peter and Paxl doe in mankinde : Abraham had his family bleſſings, wee hae 
ours : Logica non traltgt ant definit particuleria : if any ſhall ſay that his bemg 
father of Chriſt after the fleſh putteth a mixture of the Covenant , and maker 
icof another nature : Ideny that it doth any more vary the nature of the Cow 
nant,then a badge of honor doth the nature of man,and this ſhall appear in that | 
much of the covenant as was ſealed to Abrahem by circumciſion commeth down 
to us;and if Abraham had any blefing that came not to us, that was not fealedto 
himby circumciſion , foraſmuch asall the benefit that Jbrahams and his natunll 
or faithfull ſeed had of circumciſion, that the Beleever hath without circumcilim 
For though irbe true that circumciſion was given toall indefinicly,yet the benekt 
of circumciſion came only to the faithfull both before and after Chriſt came : an 
this is ſoplainly ſer downe by Saint Pas, that nothing can be more plaine, thi 
nm was of force to eAbrabem by faith, Rom.4.9. 10. Faith wasredw 
ned to Abraham when he was uncurcutccifed , and that he received circumciſe 
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fealeof the righteouſneſle of faith : and in verſe 12. he faith, that Abrahew 
father of circumciſion to them that were unciraumciſed ; where he implied 
«thoſe that were uncircumciſed were circumciſed ina ſenſe : and this is far- 
affirmed of them who are in Chriſt Jeſus by faith, Col.2.10. that they are 
mamciſed with circumciſion made without hands ; and this circumciſion with 


ands is ſpecified, Eph.2.11. Yee were uncircumciſed with circumciſion in the 
' with hands, implied that they were cirqumciſed in the heart : what 
ater ſenſe can be rendred of this circumciſion of heart , bur chat that cleanneſſe 
kart which was ſignjfied coour fathers by circumciſion , remaineth to us 
wohehe ſeale be altered ? and this is that uſuall ſetting downe of Evangelical 
wes and benefits by ceremonaall expreſſions: We under the Goſpel are circum- 
ded in heart without hands. Now how could that be, unlefſe the internall pare 
ofcrcumciſion did remaine tous ? And this Mr. Tombs p-33- doth confeſſe thac 
tk fubſtance of the Covenant doth remaine ; bur ſtill helperh himſelfe with his 
covenant, which I have formerly denyed,and ſhall _—_ evince : the dif- 
tent manner of adminiſtration doth not alter the Covenant : God did ſer forth, 
lspromiſes of Heaven by Canaan: was punuall in the ceremonies; bue the cere- 
monies did lead thoſe that beleeved to better then the bare ceremony, without 
ith, circumciſion and all their ſervice was utterly without uſe or benefit; God 
in ſpeciall manner bleſſe thoſe outward durics to his cle, becauſe they were 
Iowne Ordinances, cauſing them to ſee more in thoſe , then they in their 
onne nature doe ſeem to{manifeſt. And thus Mr. Towbes confeſleth, that the 
miles that were Evangelicall in the more inner ſenſe of the Holy Ghoſt , doe 
—_ priviledges of Abrabazs houſe inthe outward face of the words : 
dthat it may bee doubted whether this Covenant made with «Abrahews ma 
tralled fimply Evangelicall : and this doubt is made the more juſt , becauſe 
Mr. Tembes, and ſome of his company doe not call the Covenant on Mount 
Sai fimply Evangelical: what have you diſtinguiſhed between mixed and pure 
A enants, on ſe ro make the Covenant with eAbrabem mnxt , 
ad s it now doubtfull > and therefore doubttull, becauſe Maſter Tembes 
nd others doe call the Covenant on Mount Sinai mixt : What if wy 
q mic! it? Whar ground then of the doubt? away with ſuch groundlefſe 
nbts : for wee call that Covenant , and all the Covenants that God made 
with man ſince the fall, purcly Evangelicall, without any mixture at all ; and ler 
Mr. Tombes, or any of his company prove the contrary : in the mean time, let me 
mcreat Mr. Tombes, and all other that meddle with controverſies, to make no 
(re diſtintions nor limitations, then lawes of diviſion and limitation will al- 
ow: For, though at firſt they may win applauſe for their novelty, yet after ages 
wilſeetheir vamity, if any of them be taken up ina traR, yer times will come 
that will find them our:Bur all this while, Mr.Towb- doth not tell us whar part jw 
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the covenane was ſealed by circumciſion, or whether circumciſion did reſpat 
rincipally the domefticall part or civil, or Evangelicall part, or equally all; ng 
ns any reaſon why the Goſpel covenant will not admut any ſuch mixture 
he ſuppoſerh ; but I do not love to inſult over a weak argument, or ſtrike anaþ 
verfary when he is dead. Gt ; 

Secondly, Mr. Tombes cometh to diſtinguiſh the ſeed of Abraham, Twill net 
trouble my {elf to repeat or take notice of what Mr, Tombe: laith well, butef 
ſuch paſſages as he layeth down, [__ which he purpoſeth to raiſe ſomethj 

ainſt childrens baptiſme : He indeavoureth to prove, that the ſced of beliey 
Gentiles, werenot the ſeed of eAbrabam, the reaſon is, becauſe Mr.Tombes 
not finde them ſo called : a man may not heare himſdlf or his neighbour calledy 
man in, many yeers ; nay, ſuppoſe they were never ſo called, were they therefore 
no men ? But it is moſt plain, that the ſeed of believing Gentiles were the ſeedof 
Abraham; for that is the knot of the queſtion, and God himſelf doth decide it, 
All that were by Gods appointment to be circumciſed , were in ſome ſenſegr 
other the ſeed of Abrabam : or,otherwiſe there had been noneed at all of calli 
the faichfull the ſced of Abraham : Bur becaule they are partakers of the 
of the promiſe, made to the ſeed of «Abraham : And this is made plain in the 
dodrine of $. Paul, he handleth this promiſe to Abraham and his ſeed, not axthe\ 
words do import, but as they carry the bleſſing of Abrabem, without refereng 
to circumciſion or uncircumciſion, ſhewing that circumcrſion was annexed tothe 
promiſe but for a time, was but accidental] to the promiſe, and might betaken 
2way, the promiſe remaining : This the Apoltle-doth moſt artificially prove, as 
cording torules of art : For, Roms. 4. 10. his purpoſe was to prove, thatnow 
they were not to retain circumciſion, Chriſt being come, and baprtiſme being 
in the place and room of it ; and that notwithſtanding the promiſe made to Abs 
ham did remain ; now that he might prove that, he ſheweth rhat circumciſion 
wasnot a proper paſſion to cAbrabem and his ſeed flowing from the promiſe, s 
the cauſe,and therefore may be ſeparated from the promiſe ; circumciſion 
mg rather to the ceremoniall adminiſtration then the [eſſence of the promiſe; n- 
ther to the externall part of the worſhip then the efficacy and verrue of the 
miſe ; and this he proveth : Firſt, becauſe the promiſe was of force to «Abrs 
haws through faith, before circumciſion, and therefore, prior tempore , befare, 
in time tocircumciſion, which it could not have been, if it had flowed fromthe 
promuſe as the czuſe : For, though the immediate cauſe be before irs eff<R inn» 
ture, YErnot in time ; man 1$not rationalis before ri/ibilis, and therefore as the 
promiſe was before circumciſion,fo it may continue after. 

Objeft, But the promiſe was made to Abrahams ſeed, which we are not. To 
thisT an{wer, the promiſe was made to one ſeed, not many, which is Chriſt, 8 
Calvin and 8:24 explain it, not of the perſon of Chriſt, but believers in Chriſt; 
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his ſcepticall Exercitation. In 
wing, that though there were a diſtinRtion between Jews and Gentiles, yet 
han Chriſt they were all one, and the tin Gal. 3. 28. doth deerly 
this; neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free,all one in Chriſt Jeſus. Abra- 
wind but one blefſed ſeed to whom the promiſe was made, which is Chriſt, 
| fththe Text, verſe 16. Bur 1 have —_— the promiſe was not made to Chriſt 


| pp as the ſeed of Abraham; bur the ſeed of Abrabawis reckoned in Chrilt, 


aijthe word Chriſt is taken for the myſticall body of Chriſt his Church of the 
&8 which inreference to the _ are but one ſeed, whether Jew or Gen- 
& are the bleſſings and ſufferings of the Church reckoneg, the ſufferings 
#Cirift; So that this ſeed of Abrahams in reference to the promuſe, was never 
miſtood of Abrahams ſceed,according to the fleſh, but by faith : And here note, 
the this is not an univocall diviſion ; as if the members did not coincidere, or, 
tarſome were the ſeed of Abraham according to the fleſh, and none of them his 
$ «dbyfaith, and others by faith his ſeed that were none of them his ſeed in the 
&; nay, bur this diſtinction is in reference to the promile as diſtin from cir- 
amciſion ; all thoſe were not of the ſeed according to promiſe,that were the ſeed 
Ftp according to the fleſh ; no,not of 1/aes,but the believers, theſe are the 


b 


Mrahant ſerd, and beirs according to promiſe , eſe not : And this is not to di- 
Sev Jews from Gentiles, but believing Jews from infidels, and todraw the 
widee vertue of the promiſe on Believers : ſo the promiſe is belonging to Abre- 
kwthrough faich, and the ſeed of Abrabearr, as the word ſeed is a in 
wn and in the eſtimation of God is the Believer only ; fo that the ſeed 
> by faith, and the ſeed unto whom the promiſe of Gud to Abraham 
& belong are the ſame, the ſeed of eAbrabew and the Believer, whether Jew 
«Gentile, wherher before or after Chriſt, are all one, in the eſtimation of God : 
Þthat the ſeed of Abraber that were bleſſed were believers only, not all the 
dot Abrabars', nay,nor all the ſeed of [/aec , but in 1/aac, that is, in Chriſt, 
tarwas the ſeed of 1/aac, all that were in 1/as, that is in Chriſt, of whom 1/a- 
«wa type, that is, believers only, not all the ſeed-of Iſaac ; for the promiſe 
ator belong to E/as that was the ſeed of 1/aas ; for that, though he were the 
indof ſave, yet he was not in {/aec, that is, he was not inſerted into [/a«c as a 
yet Chriſt by faith ; and therefore the ſeed muſt be ſounderſtood that the _ 
mightbelong to all the ſeed, Row. 4. 16. not to that which is of the Law 
als, but that which is of the faith of Abraham z not to them only which were 
gamalſed according to Law, but to believers, though not circumciſed, (that is, 
tercireumciſion was taken away by appointment of God : For, though circum- 
don was not ſo naturall and efſentiall to the promiſe, that it was enough at any 
etoentirle any to the promiſe withour faith ; yer, viremte inflitutions divine, 
WE not to be omitted untill God took it away ;) for the promiſe wasnot to 
| C2 Abraham 


inlof Abraham according to promiſe, Gal. 3. 29. 1f ye be Chriſts, rhen are ye 
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eAbrabam through the Law,therefore not through circumciſion, which wasals 
gall right, but through the r1 hteouſneſle of faith, ver/+ 13. to let us know thatix 
was not any outward rite vr facrament that can intitle to the promule, ic dothbux 
externally {ignifie the vertue of Chriſts blood, and by it the circumciſion of the 
heart, which in the ſight of God is the only circumciſion, Rems.2. 29. He isaJew 
which is one inwardly, and circumciſion 1s of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the 
Letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men,but of God. All this while the Scripture treateth 
of the ſeed of, Abrahaw in the eſtimation of God : God accounteth none the ſeed 
of Abraber but in Chriſt, none heirs of the promiſe but in Chriſt, none circum« 
ciſed but themFhat are in Chriſt, and therefore faith, Kew. 2. 28. that isnotcir- 
cumciſion which is ontward in the flcſh, and this, ex reguls de nullo, Again, ex 
regula de omni, all thatare in Chriſt Jeſus, that is belieyers, are the ſeed of eAbrg 
ham, heirs of the promiſe, circumciſed in heart ; but theſe have their eſtimation 
and praiſe not of men, but of God, and theſe are equally denied and affirmedty 
«Abrahams (ecd, and Gentiles according as they are believers, or not believes, 
this without any reſpe@ at all to Abrabems ſeed according to the fleſh ; ſothat 
Abrabams ſeed had no right atall toany part of the promule in the eſtimation 
God, if they did not believe ; and therefore, Rom.g. 8, they that are the childray | 
of the fleſh, that is, Abrahams fleſh, are not the children of God,athe childrenof 
the promiſe are accounted for the ſeed ; and therefore, in Gen. 1 2. 3. the Lorddid 
make the promiſenot to Abraham and his ſeed only, but from Abrabar he dev 
rived the bleſſing upon all the families of the earth ; all the families of the earth 
were bleſſed in Abrabam :* Or, as Gen. 2:2. 18. all nations are bleſſed in the ſeed 
of Abrahem; and therefore do Interpreters interpret that former by [":heeJthat 
15, in thy ſeed, and all that are in Chriſt, are plainly the heirs of the promile, and 
none but they. Abraham in hononr and title, was called the fountain of the ble 
ſing, but in deed and truth, not Abraham, but Chriſt ;| for Abrahew himſelf ww 
bleſſed in Chriſt, not in himſelf, as Chriſt was; Chriſt was only bleſſed and jy 
Rifed in and for his own holinefle by the works of the Law inherent in himſelf; 
So that Mr. Tombes his diviſion of Abrabamr ſeed wor ttoxlw, Chriſts ſpiritmll 
ſeed believers, naturall ſeed is moſt inartificiall,any of his naturall ſeed were ſp- 
ritua}l alſo: Abrabems ſeed muſt be divded intoequivocall and univocall ; equi 
yocall ſeed Chriſt, for that he was not like Abrahem he was of Abraham, butes 


perte,according to the fleſh, Rom.1.3. He was Abrahams Lord,as wellas his fon; 


his Saviour, as well as his feed ; he was the promiſed ſeed, not the ſeed unto: 
whom the promiſe dig belong, as the ſeed of Abrahams, but that ſeed that was the 


fountain of bleſſing to Abraham and all other his ſeeq/: and therefore Chriſt was 


thebleſſingir ſelf, thepromiſe that was made to «Abraham and his ſeed, wid 
through the rightcouſneſſe of faith, Rows.4.1 3, but the bleſſing came not on Chr 
through the righteoulneſle of faith,ſeeivg the righteonlaciic of faith is _ 

ol 
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wm Chrift to Abraham : Chriſts righteouſneſſe was primitive in himſelfe, and 

tarvery rightcouſnefſe that became Abrahams by faith : and therefore is Chriſt 
her of Abraham and all the faithfull ſeed, Z/ay 42.6. he is called the 

(ovenant of the people, and a light to the Genules. 

-Fcondly, Abrahams univocall ſeed were like unto himſclfe in relation to the 


isonly the faichfull, nothing belonging to the ſeed of Abraham fleſh , but 
ba theyare Faithfull , nor excluding any Nation , or family, or perſon in the 
ank, oas faithful ; as for Abrebews ſeed according to the ficth, if not faichfull, 
weſt neftri inſtitati; it is not belonging to the doArine of the Promiſe to conſi- 
trot them at all, Rom. 2.29.they were not to be reckoned among the circumciſed 
lyGod, Now for the particular application of this promile to this Nation or 
tatin one age to the family of Abrabem according to the fleſh, in another age to 


| iſe; the word ſeed in the promiſe, 1 will be thy God, and the God of thy 


| teGentiles ; in one age under the ſcale of circumciſion, in another of Bapti 


fmerimes to give a Nation the means of Grace, Word, and Sacraments, ſome- 
umes tolead them away into caprivity ; theſe things were ordered according to 
departicular determination and purpoſe of God , though God did in a more pe= 
alur manner bleſſe the ſeed of eAbreber then other Nations, with the enjoy- 
weatof Word and Sacraments, and other or they had them together 
viththeland of Canaan, and the place of Gods worſhip ; only on conditions of 
ith and obedience,as in Deut. 2$.and 29. yoga the many threatni 
dremovall of them by the Prophets,and their aQhuall captivities may appear; ſo 
tuttheſe graces of faith and obedience come on this or that Nation or perſon 
| xeording to-the ſe of Gods will, as likewiſe effeQuall operation of the 
Ward, and the ned effe& of the Sacrament under the means of Word and 
kraments, wholly depend on the mercy of God according to the election of 
Men are toadminiſter the outward rite and ſacrament according to the 
mination of God : God by his Spirit beſtoweth his grace, and with-holdeth ir 
whom he pleaſeth : The Jewes were tyed to the eight day to ſigne the fleſh- 
withcireumciſion ; but it was God that circumciſed the heart, without which, 
learcmciſion of the fleſh was no circumciſion in the eſtimation of God ; as 
Wan.:.28. which man cannot nor ought to take notice of, it is the way of God, 
wanknoweth it ; ifis God that giveth the new name that no man knoweth 
whechat hath it. Thoſc that have this inward grace of circumciſion, are called 
adaccounted by God for the ſeed of Abrabem , but whom muſt Abraham for 
wpartin reference to this promiſe, account for his ſeed? the covenant on Gods 
pmsto bethe God of Abraham and his ſeed, which God knows how to extend | 
vjewand Gentile, and limit to beleevers even among Abrahams family. Bus 
payer had laid on ham that hee ſhould circumciſe , but he cannot walke by! 
bob mules inthe eſtimation of his ſced, Gen. , 7-10. This is my.covenant _—_ 
my Z cep.” 
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between me and you , and thy ſecd after thee , every manchilde among yay 
fi be circumciſed : the former part,I will be a God to thee and thy ſeed ,migjy 
have ſerved Abrahams turn,if he had known how to eſtimate his ſeed, as Goddi 
by the beleever, but that was paſt Abrabem kill, theretore muſt Abrabem hay 
another rule ſet him to walke by ; and leſt Abrabarr inſiſting on the word ſee 
ſhould debarre many from circumciſion of the fleſh , whom God did intend tg 
circumciſe in heart ; he is charged with his duty in plaine tearmes, 12.13. verſe, 
Every manchilde in your generations, he that is borne in the houſe or 
with money of any ſtranger that is not of thy ſeed. And Exod. 12.48. Wheny 
ſtranger ſhall ſojourne with thee, and will keep the Paſſeover to the Lord, letal 
his males be circumciſed, and then ler him come neareand keep the Paſſeoverfar 
nouncircumciſed perſon ſhall eat thereof, one law ſhall be to him that is home 
borne, and unto the ſtranger that ſojourneth among you : ſo you ſee how Ave 
ham was tocount his ſeed, not only thoſe that were indeed his ſeed , butthok 
that were of his family, nor ſo only, but the ſeed of beleeving Gentiles, werety 
be the accounted ſeed of the promiſe : one law mult be to the ſtranger that ſ6- 
journeth, and to the naturall ſeed of Abraham: the m_—_ Gentile that wauld 


keep the Paſſeover, mult be ſubject to the ſame law with Abraham : he muſter- 


cumciſe not only himſelfe , but all his males, and the reaſon is, becauſe nounar- 
cumciſed perſon may eat thereof : the maſter of the family might not be accout- 
ted a circumciſed perſon, unlefle all his males were circumciſed,becauſe that was 
the law of circumciſion, that he that was circumciſed himſelf, muſt circumciſed 
his males, becauſe the bleſſing of Abraham was a family bleſſing , as Gen.11.3, 
In thee ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed ; and that which is thererer- 
dred by familics, is in 18.18. rendred by Nations, All the nations of the catth 
ſhall be bleſſed in him : ſeeing all families, and all nations be of the ſame extent, 
Thus yee {ce plainly demonſtrated that Abrabam and beleeving Gentiles werets 
underſtand the feed of Abrehems in reference to the promiſe of the ſeed of beles 
ving Gentiles, which Mr. Towbes doth not finde. 

You ſee the promiſe made to Abraham and all families, and all nations perfot- 
med in ſome families , even under the law of circumciſion, the families of ſtrat 
gers, the males that were borne in the houſe or bought with money, were recke- 
ned as Abrahems males ; but this ſtranger that would keep the Paſſeover , mult 
circumciſe his males not under the name of Abrahaws males, not as bome 
Abrahams houſe, nor bought with money, but under the name of the ſeed of ſuch 
a ſtranger that would keep the Paſſeover; they could have no right to circum 
ſion, bur as the ſeed of beleeving Gentiles. Againe, you ſee this promife is madeto 
all Nations inAbrahem,which muſt have a time of performance in that ſenſe al(s 
but this was never performed in any nationall capacity before Chrifts time; yt 


God never maketh a promiſe, bur he taketha time in ſome ſenſe or other to "= 
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6s; but we ſee notwithſtanding this promiſe, God had not any Nation bleſ- 
kbar the Jewes, and therefore doth St. Paxl plainly interpret that part of the 
mmiſeconcerning Nations in reference to Nations after Chriſt, Gal.3.8. the 
:pture foreſecing that God would juſtifie the heathen through faith preached 
fore the Goſpell to Abrabers ſaying , In thee ſhall all the nations of the earth 
rn : ſee God made his promiſe to Abrahew, and ail families, all nations; 


with Abraham and his, and ſome other few Gentiles families, and after 
rferreth the performance of the promiſe aS it Concerneth all Nations to the times 
wherein he foreſaw that the Nations would beleeve. 

3 Queſtion, whether there be the ſame reaſon of Circumciſion and Baptiſme 
age the Goſpell-covenant ? To this Mr.Towb- faith, that the ſubſtance of 
tx Goſpell-covenant was the fame in all ages , yet this covenant hath had divers 
kemes and fanRtions , where after abundance of words to prove diverſity of 
mes and CanRtions, he endeavoureth to prove a diverſity of the forme and 
{nfion of the covenant with Abraham, and forme, ſan&tion, and aecompliſh- 
natofthe new Teſtament covenant : and from thence he inferrerh his conclu- 
ſmntheſe words. Whence I gather that there is not the fame reaſon of circum- 
dhoaand baptiſme in ſigning the Evangelicall covenant ; nor may there be an 
exument draywne from the adminſtration of one, to the like manner of admini- 
tation of the other. I have heard very much of Mr. Tombs his leaning,and now 
[kewherein it lyeth,in drawing that out of premiſes that no man elſe can draw, 
almaking ſyllogiſms with two concluſions, toro celo,divers,and yet make them 
nſefrom the ſame premiſes : this is the learning ſo much magaihed. 

.That which he principally _ is, that there isnot the ſame reaſon of 
armciſion and baptiſme in ſealing the Goſpell-covenant. For my part I know 
mowo wayes of fignations or ſe4)ings, one naturall, the other ex inftirmro divi- 
wir! bymano, Now I conceive both circumciſion and baptiſme doe figne or 
ale facramentally,and by divine inſtirucion; and therefore there is the lame rea- 
(nofboth their ſealings. Now the different forme of the covenant maketh no 
bfrrence in the ſeale ; IF it be an obligation for money,or a leaſe under large or 
uyle covenants,or a conveyance of inheritance , wherein one parcell of land of 
Uacreor one free-hold, or more; one mannor, or more, maketh no difference in 
tefale or ſignature, neither doth it vary the reaſon of the ſeale, which are ex 
nav inſtitzro obligatori : neither doth the difference of the covenant with 
Nahm, and the Evangelical covenant if differing, as Mr. Tombes would have, 

any difference in the reaſon of the ſigning of the Goſpell-covenant by cir- 
ancihon and baptiſme : for grant that circumciſion did ſeale both Evangelicall 
adPoliticall, and baptifme only Evangelicall covenants, yet they did both 
ale Evangelical promiſes, and for the ſame reaſon, becauſe God had appointed 
kmtobe ſeals ; neither doth the mixture of one promile with another alter the 
. operation 
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things granted in the covenant belong to the matter of the covenant, notw(, 
either | 2 or anion : things promiſed, whether Evangelical or Political]; 
paſt, preſent, or to come, belong only to the matter of the covenant, and do ne 
yary the reaſon of their ſealing, which maketh the colletion of Mr. Tombg 
ſeem to me very ſtrange ; and ſo much the more, becaule it hath the teſtimay Fr 
among other things of a learned collection. 
Bur, leſt I might be anſwered, that this was affirmed bur barely, T ſhall der | , 
that all learned men would conſider what be formall differences of covenang, - 
-and what maketh the differences of ſanQtions. 6 
The formall differences of a covenant may be conſidered, either differents k 
formis verborum, that is, when the ſame thing isgrantedin different formes@ | 
words : as when Chriſt is promiſed under the ſeed of the woman and the fe I 
of Abraham. Secondly, covenants are ſaid to differ formally ; if one covenanths 
abſolute, the other conditionall, one free, the other upon valuable conſideration; Þ;F 
the one upon a condition already performed, the other upon a remaining conds Jy 
tion of ſervice or rent ; the one voluntary on both parties,the other _ d 
the one part only,and on the other impoſed : Theſe, or ſuch like, are fo s 
ferences in the nature of a covenant ; as for formality of words, differences | jp 
them will not make an abſolute covenant conditionall,or the like : And conſider, Þ 4 
I pray you, what formall differencee is there in the covenant with Abraham, al a 
the Evangelicall covenant in Mr. Tombes his own ſenſe 2 was not the wt 
with Abraham and the Evangelicall promiſe upon the ſame condition in Chit jy 
m_ fairh?> were not both in Chriſt upon the ſame valuable conſideration} : 
our. ſelves equally free? Donot we all ſtand bound to faith and obedience wdel 44, 
both covenants, as you diſtinguiſh them ? Did not God equally impoſe onwal] \ 
the means of our ſalvation > Where then is the formall difference in theſe cow} 
nants you talk of? unleſſe you mean verbs formalibur, which make no different p, 
inlaw or equity. Your difterence you talk of,is but in matter, which I havefa| x 
merly proved to bebut imaginarie ; bur grant there had been a formall different © 
in the covenant, what had that been to the difference of the ſeal that ſignethanh} 
ex inſtizwto, by the command of God, conditionall, abſolute, free, or impoſedar | j, 
der covenant performed, or to be performed, all ſealed with the ſame ſeal, wF 1 
lefle the inſtitution put a difference. by 
But now let us conſider what difference there is in the ſantion : Sanfionsl k 
the ratifications and confirmations of a covenant, upon which the verl 1 
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td | nds of the covenant are eſtabliſhed : are an oath : ſecondly, a feal : thirdly, 
mi J'jreward :  fourthly, puniſhment : fifthly, earneſt, and perhaps, ſome other thar 
bu | gy memory and $kill will not reach to, bur forall theſe they are the ſame to both 
al} @netunts ; for the oath thar he ſwore to Abraham, Gem. 22. 16. is performed 
, te | gGhrift, the ſubſtance of the Evangelicall promiſe in your ſenſe : and Zacharias, 
ot) dale 1.72, 73. doth challenge that ſanion as belonging to him, and telleth us 
all} any, chat if Chriſt had not come to deliver us from the hands of our enemies, 
net not performed his oath to Abraham.Now,if you look back to that oath, 
ms ſkethar God promiſed in Abraham, tobleſſe all the nations of the earth, 
nod | phich was not performed, nay, not to any one nation beſides the Jews, not ſo 
mc>@ by way of proffer, untill Chriſt came under the notion of a nation ; bur 
ir | porſhip was reſtrained to Jeruſalem, ordinances to the Jews, therefore Chriſt 
as} metisfirſt commiſſion unto the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, bur after his 
: F ammiſſion was toall nations ; and therefore Saint Paul, Roms. 2. 19. entitles the 
ate 0 Jews to honour, glory,and peace firſt,and alſo to the Gentiles: And in Heb.6.18. 
«0 [6 comfort after Chriſt, from the oath made to Abraham, and from thence 1 
ſes Wouter (however it will ſound in- Mr. Tombes his cares) that the covenant 
ihe | pafewith Abraham did remain after Chriſt,or clſe the conſolation is but by way 
M; I andogie: For, what comfort can we have from the ſanRion, if the eovenane 
xd | ted, unlefſe by way of analogie, with which kind of argument Mr. Tombes is 
Vit ich rtoubled, when he raiſeth them _ himſelf, though many of his own 
be nothing bur analogies ? Beſides, our Saviour doth uſe the ſame 


rh inffion ro the Goſpel-covenant in Mr. Tewbes his ſenſe, even the covenanc 
2nd 
Go 


- 


which he made with the believers in the new Teſtament, he doth confirm by an 
wh, Jobs 5. 24. Verily, he that hearth my Word, and believeth on him that ſenc 
tehath everlaſting life » as likewiſe, Fob 6. 47. So that it is plain, this ani- 
% | mofan oath was the ſame unto Abraham and under the Goſpel. 
ws . Secondly, the ſan&tion of the ſeal is ro both the ſame ; for the difference of the 
x kldoth nor make the difference in the ſanRion, for the confirmation is the ſame, 
Wether the ſeal be a Lion or a Lamb : If a Prince ſhould change his ſcal from his 
ne | naymure to his arms, which he may do, if the Law forbid not, or by a& of 
fs frlument, if it do, yet the anion would be the ſame : circumciſion and bap- 
_ fn thagh diffrent I Bas —_— _ ——_ 
.tardly, for the rewards, they are the ſame, he heaven are the - for 
- - bleſſing,and nv of covenant, I have already ſpoken, to which 
v Irfer my Reader. But grant that there had been ſeverall ſanions in reference to 
| | nrdand ns, _ Tr that been to the difference of the ales, why 
maſon and baptiſme ſhould ſeal the Evangelicall covenant, ſeeing they are 
p- ot ſan@ion, namely, ſcals ? but the change of the ſeal doth not change 
nh} Xen, Thus you fee, how weakly this concluſion will follow from the 
D 


premiſes, 
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premiſcs, and likewiſe, how falſe it is in it ſelf ; they areborh ſeals, and theres 
ſen of being ſuch, is the ſame, namely, divine inſtitution. Bur for the ſecond 
concluſion he draweth out of the ſame premiles,. is, that| baptiſme and cirewnc;. 
fion are not to be adminiſtred after the ſame ranner ; did any man ever ſay thy 
baptiſme and circumciſion ſhould be adminſtred after the fame manner, that was 
a ſtrange and unpoſlible thing to imagine ? | 

His third queſtion, whether federate, and to be ſigned are convertible terme, 
and why many were circumciſed, to whom no promiſe in the covenant made with 
eAbraham did belong : as 1/omarl, the ſame may be [aid of Eſau, And why ar: 
theſe the only inſtances, I will grant Mr. Tombes more then he deſireth, that hulf 
they that were circumciſed, were ſuch, unto whom ng part of the covenant dg 
bdong: was Abraham able to know that Iſhmael was a reprobate, when he cir- 
cumciſed him ? circumciſion was adminiſtred by the appointment of God, and 
was not ſo intrinſecall to the covenant, that it muſt be, Propriam quartc mode, 
proprium tertio mods, ons ſoli non /emper, will ſerve : the time before Abraham, 
not liable toany ſea), it had been fin touſe a ſeal before! God gave it ': and as for 
Job, Lot, and ſuch as lived in,and after Abrahams time,and were acquainted with 


this covenant with Abraham, they loſt the benefit of the bleſſing if they refaled.. 


to be circumciſed, and what they did is not plain, the Scripture is (ilent. 
After God had given the ſcal of circumciſion,all that were in Abrahams houſe, 
and all believing Gentiles and their ſeed ought to he circumciſed : in Abrahams 
houſe, thoſe that were not circumciſed were to. be cut off from among Gods 
people,and thoſe ſtrangers were not to be accounted believers, nor ſuffered toat 
the Paſſeover ; if they, and all their males were not circumciſed formerly prove 
out of Ex9d.12. Then all that were in the covenant muſt be circumciſed ; as for 
the perſons that were not eight dayes old, they were not to be circumciſed at- 
ally, nor yet women, and yet were not uncircumciſed | Privatio non dicitur & 
ſubjelto babili ante tempns ſtatutum: as catulns non dicitur cecus ante noun 
diem, wee infans edentulns ; if he dic before the eighth day, it is all one, as if he 
were circumciſed, being in diſpoſition tocircumcifon|: and the female, ſhe was 
likewiſe circumciſed as a member of Abrahams houſe, in that ſhe was the ſeed of 
Abraham, partaker.of the bleſſing of Abraham admitted to the ſervices, offering 
of ſacrifices, cating the Paſſeover, though in her perſon ſhe was nor, yet in her pa- 
rent, in her husband, in her male iſſue (he was, which priviledges no woman that 
was not the ſeed of Abraham, or the ſeed of a circumciſed perſon might enjoy; 
Now, ſee Ipray you, how this woman came in to help Mr. 7ombes in hisarg- 
ment,that all that were in the covenant were not circumciſed, the bleſſing to the 
family were toall the family, but ſome aſfigned perſons we to be figned, but 
the whole bleſſed ; if ye come neerer toall the perſons of Abrahams family that 
were males mult be cxrcumciſed;but what of that?not cyery member of the males, 
i but 
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 foreskins, yet every member of cheir bodies were partakers of the bene- 

_ 4 obs the hoes ——_ of the bleſſing of the Emily; che firſt fruirs ſan- 
nd &keth the whole lumpe , the redemption of the firſtborne, Exod. 1 3.13. did re- 
C4 | mthe whole iſſue : why may not the circumciſion of the male, ſerve for the 
bat { 6male? that which commeth within our conſideration 15 only this, whether any 
yy { wererefuſed becauſe unbeleevers,not becauſe women,or ſuch as God exempred. 
1 ButMr. Tombes for all his abandoning of arguments, from analogie btingeth 
argument from the like , and perhaps a greater reaſon # children are baptized 
ncheir parents. Bur perhaps not ſo great a reaſon , perhaps no proportion, per- 
alf noreaſon at all, perhaps ſuch a reaſon as Mr. 7 ombes upon ſecond thoughts 
would not inſiſt on; what, when God ſhall accept of che women to ſervices, facri- 

ke, Paſſeover include her in the bleſſing, nor young, nor old, never require cir- 
nd | amciſion of her, appoint the males, ordaine it in ſuch a manner, as without fur- 
| ther explanation could not be executed upon her : how can Mr. Towbes think of 
zonable reaſon from hence?that mayſuic with the bapriſing Infans in their 
cf pents which muſt afrerwards be baprizcd in their perſons thar are capable of 
Baptiſme in their perſons, by no colour of reaſon exempt : I pray Sir, let your 
nextanalogie have better proportion. Mr. Tombes proceedeth, But it w manifeſt, 
I faich he, that the Fewes comprehended in the Covenant made with Abraham, and 
fo tircumeiſed, were nevertheleſſe not admitted to baptiſme by fobn Baptiſt and ( brifts 
' | dfripler, 144 they profeſſed repentance and faith, Hence I gather that right to 
4 | Evangelical promiſes was net the adequate reaſon of circumciſion , but Gods pre- 
apt, gratis affirmar : he proveth nothing , only he faith, that John Bapriſt did 


: 
th 


% y 


Y | not baptiſe circumciſed perſons before they profeſſed repentance and faith in 
re | Ciriſt, notwithſtanding Mr. Tombs hath not proved,neither can he,nor any of his 


i. | Pinion;ever prove,thatJohn did require that they ſhould profeſle repentance and 
4 | fithbefore they were baptized : it will not ſerve turne to prove that John requi- 
m | 1d you of repentance to prove he required repentance:repentance and pro- 
t. | Eſhon of repentance, be rwo things; neither will an huſtoricall narration,that this 
«that perſon did beleeve,prove he profeſſed his faith. But we ſhall ſcan this tur- 
of | fixr, when we ſhall come to anſwer Mr.Tombes his other arguments. Hence that 
w | froma thing not proved toa conſequence that will not follow if granted: 
+ | gant John Baptiſt would not baptize circumciſed perſons untill they profeſſed 
at | Kydid beleeve that God did take _ circumcyſion in Chriſt, and appointed 

teptiſme in the ſtead; doth it therefore follow that circumciſion while it ſtood In 

force, waSnot dependent on the right to the Covenant, as the adequate reaſon 

1 | Viythisor that perſon might be circumciſed] ſhall put Mr. Tombes in minde of 
it | Acolle&ion upon ſuch an occaſion as he will not deſire to heare. 

Butler us ſee what aſſociate cauſe he will afſigne, toſhew that right to Evan- 

glicall promiſes was not the adequate cauſe ; Gods precept and mans right bee 
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aſſociate reaſons, cauſes ſubordinate in ſecundis caxſss, be not aſlociate, muchleg 
any cauſe or reaſon immediately flowing from the firlt cauſe is afſociate with ay 
ſecond cauſe, rawſ« principals eriam in ſecundis canſas non aſſeciatur , for theni 
could not be principall ,vinws principals tantun efſcciatar. Mans right is indy 
ded in Gods precept , or otherwile there can be no adequate reaſon taken from 
topick place which is finite, nor any demonſtrative medium to prove them not4l. 
ſociates, ſeing they are all joyned with the operation of God, /ecunde cauſe uy) 
moventwr niſt motis primss ; an adequate reaſon doth not exclude the ſubordings 
on of cauſes, but 2 6. of ſociety; mans right to the Covenant doth notes. 
clude the Covenant it ſelfe, God commands that all that have right to the Coy 
nant, and none but they ſhall be circumciſed ; is not here right to the Covengy 
in [mo genere, the adequate reaſon when they and none but they muſt be circung. 
ſed? the materialls of Gods commands are Covenants;and therefore in-many ply 
- ces of Scripture are the commandements of God called Covenants. And Da 
29.1, Theſe are the covenants which the Lord commanded Moſes. From thek 
grounds ſuch as they are, Mr. Tombes denicth the major if univerſally taken, hs 
meaning ought to be, if the propoſition be univerſall according to the limitatig 
of the tearmes in the propoſition, the ſigne of the Goſpell-Covenantault 
agree to every perſon to whom the Covenant doth agree ; not every (ned* 
Goſpell-covenant but ſome ligne , it is ſufficient fm nodien (Re wy 
verſall nature be attributed ons ſubje Do limitato, ſoas it is limited in thepr 
fition. No man can deny this to be an univerſall propoſition, though living ag 
xure mult be in a limited ſenſe , that every man is a liying creature : though thay 
be but ſome living creatures that be men; yet this is univerſally cruc,zvery mans 
a living creature: what ſhould a man talke of convertibiliry,no ſuch things tound 
” dire ſerie, where are many univerſall propofitions?If Mr. Tombes ſhould ds 
ny it , he knew how eaſily it might be proved, and therefore is all this ſtuffe bs 
fore which ][ have cleared what chaffe itis prefixed , and you ſhall ſee whit 
goodly limitations follow; bur ſee firſt the proofe of this, if denyed. 

Thoſe relatives that are conſerved in the ſame ſubjeR, they are both or nonein 
the ſame ſubjeR,but the Covenant and the ſeal of the Covenant are relatives con- 
ſerved in the ſame ſubje&, ergo the Covenant and the feale of the Covenant ur 
both ornone in the ſame ſubje& : or thus, That fi ich is capable of two 
{uch accidents as are alwayes in the ſame ſubjet , tharmþje& is capable of both 
or none ; but that ſubject which is capable of the Covenant and the ſcale of the 

© Covenant, is capable of twoſuch accidents as are alwayes in the ſame ſubjed, 
#r go that ſubjeRt as is capable of the Covenant and the ſeale of the covenant, 
capable of both or none. I have not concluded the major which Mr. Tombes hath 
exyed it univerſally taken, becauſe it is nota propoſition ; the termes are noti 
reeto, nor is eff the copmla,by means whereof a ſylogiſne cannot be made wok 
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tatthe concluſion ; but from theſe concluſions, or any one of them, an Enthe- 
gene will riſe, whoſe conſequence is not deniable. Thus the covenant and ſeal of 
tlecovenant are in the ſame ſubjeR ; therefore, ro whom the. venant 
ageeth, to them the ſ1gne of the Goſpel-covenant agrees alſo, which is the very 
Gmein terms which he calleth the Major. The tis the Ped its ; buc 


»nduniverſally falſe, ] cannot underſtand why one ſhould be capable of the ſigne 
othe covenant, becauſe he is capable of the covenant, and not another ? 

Now,for the manifeſtation of the proof,that they are alwayes in the ſame ſub- 
x, the ſame inſtrument : if a covenant be written in one parchment, a ſeal ap- 
pendant upon another rchment will not ſeal that covenant, neither is that a co- 
want formally ratified without a ſcal': Again, the truth of a ſigne doth 

| mathe connexion with the thing ſignified ; ſo. that if the buſh hang at one houle, 
| adthe wine ſold at another, that is no ſigne, becauſe falſe, ens verum + bonne, 
leconvertible ; and if it be any mans duty to ſer up, or any wayes give de- 
monſtrative ſignes they muſt be ſct where the thing ſignified is, as neer as he 
an,or otherwiſe they be not ſignes ; and this were a fooliſh thing in any mans 
on, to ſay the land, and the deed for the land did belong to ſuch a man, 
butthe ſeal of that deed did not belong to him, that was appendant on ſome other 
{&ed, nd belonged to another perſon. 

Butlet us ſce upon what limitation he will grant the major, as hecalleth it ; he 
wlech it is true of that ſigne of the covenant which univerſally in _ 
o form and anion to them that receive the Goſpel, bur it is not true of ſach 

| ware of particular form and ſanRion. This is ſtrange logick, what can a Propo- 
ſtan be univerſally crue in reſpe& of ſome particular ? Again, Mr. Tombes limi- 
tthche wrong term, what ever man did deny a Propoſition to be univerſall by 
lmitation of the predicate : the ſubjeRt it ſelf doth limit the predicate: as if I 
ſhould deny this Propoſition to be univerſall, every man is a living creature, with 
"tslimiation, that it is true of ſach living creatures as are rationall, but of Lions 
nd Bears itis not true, bur ſee further into this limitation ; he faith, it is not true 
&circumciſion ; it is not affirmed of ciraumciſion, it is affirmed only of the gene- 
alnature of a ſigne, and conſequently baptiſme ; circumcaaſion is not a ſigne of 
tlecovenant, it was, and then it might be applied to them that were in the cove- 
mat, but now baptiſme. A man taketh down an old ſign, and puttethup a new, 
tledld is no more a ſigne, it is carried into ſome back place of the houſe, uig 


tab | lecrive the form is Mr. Towbez his ; but why ſhould this be particularly true, 


lpsburnt, it poſſeſſeth not the place nor office of a ſigne ; as for thoſe juggling 

tems of form and ſanRtion, 1 referre my Reader to what hath been ſaid of them. 

kitthe minor he denieth univerſally taken,and here.js all the knor of the queſtion, 

Wat labour is ſpent about the major is loſt ; but that Mr. Towbes is not willing 

vgrantany thing true that is alledged by Pedobapriſts, all the chuldren of belic- 
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'ving Gentiles are not ſuch as-to whom the _—_ of the covenant doth belong 


ſuch as were his ſpiritual ſeed ; the ground of this diſtintion is an opinion, thy 
the covenantdid belong to all that in any ſenſe were the ſeed of Abraham bur the 
Gentiles cannot be accounted the ſeed of Abraham after the fleſh, and therefyp 
all the claim they have to the ſeed of Abraham is (as Mr. Tombes ſtateth the 
matter) according to the eleRion of grace by faith; and therefore Abrahym 
might circumciſe all his ſeed, becauſe the promiſe did belong to his ſeed. Noy 
che ſeed of Abraham is to be eſteemed either by nature or by grace ; they tht 
haveany way had right to be Abrahams ſeed, have right to the promiſe, burthe 
ſeed of Ana Gentiles have no right atall, the believers themſelves havez ſps 
rituall righc. I have formerly ſhewed the falſhood of this diſtribution; and the 
the ſeed of believing Gentiles under the Law, were eſteemed as Abrahams ſe 
in right to dwowsr : now he telleth us they have right by eleRion, bur, fag 
he, which « unkyown to us but by profeſſion or revelatios ; 1mplying, that thoſethy 
baptize muſt know the eleion.of them they do baptize, and that they can doby 
profeſſion, theſe fancies I leave to their juſt occaſion to be confured. In the me 
rime,lI briefly ay, if no children were under the covenant of grace,we might 
tize none, for as much as ſome are, we may, we mult baptize all, ſeeing the &. 
ſtint knowledge of them that are, from them that are nor,belongeth to Godand 
not to man ; and this was the rule that Abraham walked by, and that wenuſtdl 
walk by, as ſhall, I hope, appear. 

But I come to the ſecond t. I have the longer inſiſted upon the defence 
of this firſt, becauſe I conceive in anſwering what he hath ſaid againſt thatT ha 
anſwered all. 

The ſecond argument that Mr. Tomber urgeth, as from the Pedobaptiſts from 
teſtimony of Scripture, is from 2 Colef. 1 1. 12. Theargument he raiſeth thus: 

To whom circumciſion doth agree, to them bapriſme doth agree ; butto Is 
fants circumciſion doth agree, ergo, alſo baptiſme. The major proved. 

If baptiſme ſucceed in_the room of circumciſion, |then bapriſme belongethto 
them that circumciſion —_ but the antecedent is true, ergo, the conſequent. 
The major of the Proſyllogiſme is apparently falſe, for to them that circumcifim 
did belong, ro them ſacramentall baptiſme doth belong,the contradiRory istn, 
but his meaning is, that men of ſuch condition, in reſpe& of Infants, and heds 
nieth, and cntteth, and divideth the major of the conditionall Syllogjſme int 
{uch parts,that he may find out ſomething,that he may deny : that it doth ſuccesl 
baptiſme he cannot deny, nor readily finde out a reaſon why a man of yeersw- 
der the Goſpel ſhould not beable to bear as much as an Infant under the Law: 1 
ſpeak this in reference to the diſpenſation (under the Law) of the promiſes tle 
condition of the Church is called infancy, the heir under age : now, how ſhould: 
chulde of eight dayes old, when the whole Church is under age, be able tors 
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girecireamciſion, and now the Church is at age, our Infants not able to receive 


\ on ? 
"Rerelleth us, that che argument ſuppoſerh baptiſme to ſucceed circmmeiſion ; it 


fox | @bnot ſuppoſe it, but proverh it out of Colo. 2. 11. 12: but he prepareth for 


ideniall ſo to ſucced ; that thoſe perſons to be baptized, that by Gods appoimtmmens 
vere to be cirewmcciſed, it ſhould be perſons of ſuch quality ; bur becauſe he raketh 
wahantage of that difference, let him alone with his own expreſſions. /n thi 
ſei falſe, faith he, females were not circumciſed, nor believers out ofAbra- 
unsfamily, as for believers out of Abrahams family, if heunderſtand it of ſuch 
levers out of Abrahams family, as lived before Abrahams time, 'or before the 
{wofcircumciſion, ſuch a plea, to prove all believers under the Law, were not 
mumciſed,were vain: for to prove exemption from a poſitive Law,by ſome per- 
istlat lived before the Law was made were exempt ; b#t for perſons that were 
of eAbrabars family ; the promiſe was made to all familiesin Abraham, and 
&y might be circumciſed, though neither bought with money, nor born in 
tnhams family, bur deſirous to eat the Paſſcover only, and fo believers : they 
ad all their males muſt be circumciſed, but for the females, circumciſion was 
genin terms,thar did exempt females : baptiſme,to all nations, not males only, 
gcirumciſion was, bur females alſo : Beſides, the Scripture doth tell us, that 
i Apoſtles did underſtand all nations, male and female, and accordingly did bap- 
we,cARs 8. 12. Now, becauſe God hath called i females, becauſe they are ca- 
ale of the ſigne of baptiſine, which in circumciſion they were not, may you 
mthout warrant thruſt out Infants ? or, doth it any way follow, becauſe ſome 
ſons of ſome quality are added, therefore thoſe that were before capable are 
myuncapable,it God had declared infants uncapable,as he hath women capable, 
memuſt have been ſatisfied > baptiſme may ſucceed circumciſion, though with 
k difference as Sod is pleaſed to make ; bur becauſe God makerh one diffe- 
kncein reference to the perſons, man may not take liberty to make another : As 
krJob, Lot, and Melchiſedeck, or whom ſoever elſe you can name, we know, if 
aylived after the Law of circumciſion was made, they might come, and be cir- 
anciſed, the extent of the promiſe made to Abraham did reach tothem ; and 
Wat thoſe perſons you name did, you cannot tell, if they had any particular ex- 
Upton, that is nothing to the queſtion, we know none had priviledge to the or- 
ace but circumciſed ; and in plain terms,both in the old and new Teſtament, 
wmcrcumciſed perſon ſhall eat thereof, Exod. 12. 48. and Rom. 3.1, 2. this is 
Kdoned the profit of circumciſion, that they had the Oracles of God,here is eve- 
Jarcumgſed perſon, for that it is properly affigned to circumcifion,as the profit 
>&@amciſion, there it is nouncircumciſed perſon ;/ yet Mr Tombes will tell us, 
perſons in covenant were not circumciſed,this is the reverence that is given to 
&Scrpture, when jt croſſerh their opinion, though they would make the _ 
ieve 
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believe that they were the only men that did reſpe& the Scriptures ; he ſhald Þ 
have made his pcrſonall difference by believers,and not believers : by Infantsanf F 
men of yeers: and not by male and female, in or out of Abrahams houſe, Ty 
ſorts of ſucceſſion (which he denieth) of baptiſme to circumciſion, is of ti 
becauſe baptiſme began before circumciſion ended. What if circumciſion | 
overlap little, and bapriſme did —_ a while before circumciſion ended? the 
fame Goſpel Chriſt in his perſon, and by his Spirit in his Apoſtles, did pur doyn | % 
one and {et up another, that is all I ſay to that ; and ſurely it is ſo frivolous, ] 
needed not to have ſaid ſo much, 

In reſpe& of ſignification, here Mr. Tember is put to his ſhifts, in ſome ſigni 
cations he confeſſerh, but not in others. Firſt, I will conſider the ſignification 
healloweth, and obſerve, that wherein they agree, cannot hinder their ſucceſſion, 
they beth fignifie the rightrowſneſſe of faith, ſaich Mr. Tombes ; but he muſt men 
it doth facramentally confirm or ſeal, not demonſtratiyely ſignifie, but how fob 
ver, he doth agree that baptiſme and circumciſion have the ſame reſpeRtothe 
righteouſneſle of faith; and yet the hinge of all Mr. Tembes his work is on th, 
that Abrahams ſeed were circumciſed, whether they believed or no, none muſthe 


GE—_ aQuall believers, and yet circumciſion and baptiſme have the (an 
pet to 


faith. Me thinks the bare acknowledgement of this is enough todahh F 
all that any Anabaptiſt can ſay, the controverſie 1s at an end, if there be nodifs I} 
rence in reſpedt of faith, why ſhould faith be required more to the baptized, then 
the circumciſed ? certainly, I would have found out ſome difference, or four 
ſome other reaſon why Infants ſhould not be baptized, then want of faith, ot] 
would never have my mouth in ſuch a cafe. I would never have contelſey,” 
them both ſeals of the righteonſnefſe of faith, and yet the whole weight of the | 
buſineſle er on this ; that one might be given in infancy to them that hae 
not a&uall faith, the other may not be given in infancy ; for no other reaſon, bit 
becauſe they want faith. What is the reaſon, why circumciſion, the ſeal, mayle Þ-? 
given where there is no faith,but baptiſme the ſeal of faith may not ; and thathat, 
no other reaſon, bur becauſe faith is wanting > What ? may a man makea 
rence of a common accident? or make a genericall form a ſpecificall difference, at 
a ſpecificall form a numericall diff-rence ?this is all one,as if a man ſhould ſay,that 
a Bear were not a man,becauſe he can ſee, or not a Lion, becauſe he can hear; and 
yet after confeſſe, that both men, and Bears, and Lions, can both heare and {e; 
jaſt ſo doth Mr. Tember, baptiſime dothnot ſucceed circumciſion, becauſe bip 
riſme mult be given to believers only, yet confeſſerh, that both baptiſme and ar 
cumciſion have a like reſpe&to faith; it is true, he afſigneth other differenos 
but none of them will more diſable from bapriſme, then from circumciſion: Ti 
firſt difference is,that circumciſion doth ſignifie Chrift ro come of Tſaac,accor 


to the fleſh, but-baptifine doth ſignific incarnation, death and _ 
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doth this make the difference ? can children better nnderſtand that Chrift 
come of Iſaac after the fleſh, then that Chriſt is incarnate, dead, and riſen 
p Secondly, can Infants better underſtand that the Iſraelites were , {6- 
from all nations, then they can underſtand that all are one in Chrift ? can 

better underſtand that the Law of Moſes nuſt be then that ir is voyd, 
the promiſe of the Land of Canaan, then of cternall life > The difference that 
patteth between circumciſion and baptiſme, cannot make Infants 
ifrunder the Law, and under the Goſpel, and do they differ by that which 
{nth agree to circumciſion and baptiſme ? 

We alace nol which this argument is drawn, Colof. 2. 1 r, 12. Mr. 
ſandes faith, that the Text doth not ſay we are circumciſed,becauſe we are bap- 
ted, but we are compleat in him, becauſe we are circumciſed in him, and buried 
ih him.in baptiſme ; I muſt needs ſuſpeR this mans learning, or his honeſty, 
would never abuſe his ignorant Reader thus : what, Mr.Tombes,doth the 
Tathy, ye are compleat, becauſe cirauncifed 2 Let men that can examine the 
Text ſee, and they ſhall find, i» & x#/ our tranſlators have dealt more faithfully 
with us then ſo, that have tranſlated it, in whom alſo that is, we are not only 
eat in hum, but we are alſo circumciſed with the circumciſion of the heart : 
have that ſealed unto us, though circumciſion be taken away, and 
wht ſeem to be without that confirmation or ſigne of the purity of hearr, 
our Fathers had. Why ſaith S.Paul?Chriſt was circumciſed, and that gave an 
to the circumciſion of our: Fathers circumcifion ended in Chriſt,and is not 

tous, bur the effect of circumciſion is in the circumciſion of Chriſt, pare 
body was put off, in circumciſion, but the body of fin was ſignified: now 
tdid in circumciſion, not only fo, but by buriall he put off that body, 
fin for us, of both which ye are partakers, being buried with him in 

ime; ſo that baptiſme doth entitle us to circumciſion of the heart, by the 
' ntmeiſion and buriall of Chriſt, as the circumciſion of the Jewes was made 
ell by the circumciſion of Chriſt ; ſo we have the ſame grace ed by 

Eamcyſion of the heart, in baptiſmme : it could not be plainer expreſſed, if it had 

been ſaid, that the benefit of circumciſion by Chriſt is made yours by bapriſine ; 
| Gaicn was the ſeal of circumeifion of the heart to the Jews : circumciſion 
the heart is ſcaled by baptiſme to you; For it ſaith plainly, in whom alſo ye 
Rarumcaſed with circumciſion made without hands, in putting off the ſins of 
tlefleſh by the ciraumciſion of Chriſt, the means of all this conveyed unto you 
9 beptlne ; no man can deny that circumciſion in the fleſh, did fignifie, and 

ntally ſeal the ci cumeiticn of the heart which the Apoſtle here affirmeth 

« Aﬀer all this incongruous ſtuffe, Mr. Tombes denieth that bap- 
ſuceeed circumciſion, and therefore Infants are not as capable of bap- 
Unexs of circumciſion ; he hath confeſſed that faith is as requilite for one as 


other, 
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other, in regard they ſtand both in the ſamerelation to faith, and thereby conky, 
(«th whar he doth deny, and yet no more then the Scripture doth affirm. 

_  Mr.Tombes falleth out with this argument,and in a metaphoricall way ralkeh 
of an Egge, out of which, if not reſtrathedly taken, nothing can be gathered; hy 
that bapriſme and circumciſion in ſome things ſignifie the ſame ; and do ſo News 
flood, and the red ſea, yet do wenot fay that bapriſme ſucceeded into their place 


t 
much lefſe do we inferre any right to be inſtituted n their ſteed, fa, 


fame perſons ; I do profeſſe I was troubled to parallel this non-ſenſe with 


thing that might equall it : if we could get theſe Anabaprilts to ſpeak ſenſe, th 


man might the betcer deal with them. Can any man make any thing of thisaftex 
Mr. Tombes hath allowed that they both ſignihe the righeouſnefle of faith? thy 
both ſignifie the ſanRification of the heart ; are they| again turned ito mater. 
4 primam, that Noahs flood might be parallelled with baptifme, as wil 


circumciſion. You bid us take heed of ſuch argumentation ; you might ſay hap | 


riſine,and ſpeaking,in ſome things,do agree(in prolatiaxe verborww; )and waſhing 
pots in ſome thing, in waſhing, in a@tion with whatſoever we can do. Youry- 
gument to Noahs Ark, is falacia conſequentie a genere ad ſpetiem aff mative this 


Noahs Ark agreeth with baptiſme in ſomething,therefore in ſacramentall nttar, |, 


as if a man ſhould ſay, eſt animal, ergo equns, it 1s a living creature, ergo, an horke, 
The colleion that nothing can be gathered in a reſtrained ſenſe, but thatbap- 


time in ſome things ſignifie the fame ; yes, more then that, they agree in ſone Þ | 


things, we may gather in what they agree;they agrge in the nature of a ſacrament, 
in divine inſtitution z in the ſeal of faith: they muſt be adminiſtred to all to whon 
the tender of grace is made, not only to all that are partakers of grace. The firf 
in reſpect of providence limited to a narrow compaſſe, and by the ordinance 
bounded within the nation of Jews, thoughnot to the perſons of the Jews:al 
nations might come in and be circumciſed, and offer ſacrifice, and eat the Paſl- 


over, but they might ſacrifice no where but at Teraſalem ; but now the ordinar- F. 


ces are tendered toall nations, and baptiſme muſt be adminiſtred to all nations, 
ho afſignation of perſons by the commiſſion, ſurely the commiſſion was not is 
venalby man: Chriſt commandeth his Diſciples to baptize all nations ; her 
3s not men, women,nor children,we muſt baptize ſome body; itmult then beex- 
mined who they are that muſt be baptized?it isno wil-worſhip to baprize,it isno 
will-worſhip to baprize all nations,to baptize whom |we pleaſe, and refuſe others 
without ground out of Scripture, that is will-worſhip. Now, theſe perſonsmult 
be found 4 /#bjefto capari.from the capacity of the ieR,or from the judgement 
of the perſons in commiſſion to baptize. Your part requireth, that you prove Ii 
fancs are unfits ſubjeRts,and I will prove in due time, that Miniſters are unfit jub 
ges : For,arguments drawn from analogies, I willingly grant to be invalid,ifya 
mund analogics of proportion, to invent any part of Gods worſhip by ; asi - 
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invented baptiſme by rules of proportion , but being commanded to baptire 
| ory nds that ir ſhould ſtand us in the ame ſtead that circumciſion, in 


xference to ſuch principles as concerneus moſt , and did equally concerne the 
Jwesin the ſame reſpzRs , and telling us now the particular priviledge of the 


' Tees ſhould ceaſe, and the ordinances ſhould freely be communicated to all Na- 
i tions; never ſpeaketh one word of the particular qualification of the perſon of 
themchat are to be baptized, he leaveth that to be underſtood ex nature rei under 


tle Goſpell; God dealeth with the Church as fathers with their children; when 
they come of years tell them the ground and reaſon of things,leaving circumſtan- 
&, which neceſſity will drive them upon unto their own diſcretion ; whereas 
when theyare children the father direerh them to the ſenſitive part not acquain- 
tngchem with the reaſon, but ſupplieth the defect of the infant with the particu- 
krdireftion of the fat to be done, having a care that he take not more upon him 
then he is able to beare ; but when he becommeth a man if he ſhould (till conti- 
mein ſach ſimplicity as inſiſt upon the ſame rule, and take nonotice of any rea- 
fable inſtruftion ; nor by comparing his ſtrength with infancie judge nothing 
efhisowne power, but ſtill looke for the fame direion as he had when he was « 
childe, when the father chooſeth rather to inſtru him by reaſon, then by ſenſe, 


'kecould not eſcape the juſt cenſure of a foole. God our Father telleth us that 


doth circumciſe the heart, ſcaleth faith as circumciſion did, Go baptize 
Nations ; this is enough for a man when he is told the nature of baptiſine by 
tompariſon with circumciſion ; and ſhewed the difference in caſe of women and 
ation to the Jewes, to dire& them by a rationall ” 22-16 a6y with what 

al did direct his Church in infancie : ye ſhall circumciſe no more, bur ye ſhall 
biptize ; that ſhall have the ſame operation upon the heart, and you ſhall not re- 
ſine my worſhip to Jeruſalem as of old, bur goe to all Nations : If any ſhall 
turher obje&, But what ſay you to Infants? I ſay nothing , but that baptiſme 
nreſpet of my worſhip, and the operation it hath upon the heart, is the ſame 


* mithcircumciſion;and you know what direRion I gave to my Church when ſhee 


win infancie concerning circumciſion ; you are capable of as much purity of 
teart as they were then : that is all I ſay; you are now of yeares, whilſt you were 
Gudrentaughe your ſenſe,now Tteach your underſtanding;as for argument from 
6 though it doth come farre ſhort of an argument from precept ; yet it is 

with an argument from example ; for indeed all that can be drawne from 
wa iS by analogie, and among analogies thoſe are more certain that are 
ye froma precept,then thoſe that are drawne barely from an example, with- 
atany ſhadow of a t, when the analogie is made by God , and we are led 
lo the thing Gonified| by Gols owne direion, and told that circumciſion of the 
kertis the ſame under baptiſme, as under circumciſion of the flcſh : how dare 
Khy that infancie maketh men uncapable of circumciſion of the heart ? you 


- 
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God ſometime did declare, that that ſhould beno obſtacle to the adminiſtratgy 
of the fione,, ſeeing we are truſted with adminiſtration of the ſigne not with the 
mdgement of the heart; bur as for that rabblement of analogies which he ralke 
of ot of Durands Irratienale,they are things of no analogie with this. I farthy 
fay, that it is not the proportionof the figne with the thing ſignified, that make 
2 Sacrament bor inſtitution ; T hope no man will affirme that baptiſme wang 


inſtitution : and as for the perſon, if you will have him «4w/rzr, I make no queſt 


on youſhall runne uponta greater neceſſity of will-worſhip,then by adminiftring 
of it ro Infants, as T hope npon further occaſion to make appeare. | 
Your third argument is out of the verge of your oyne method , as not bej 
drawne from any place of Scripture, and therefore I omur that, and come to yot 
fourth Argument from the Acts 2.3 8,79. SIA 
He frameth the Argument well,if the Propoſition wanted not forme, it ſhoulf 
be they to whom the promiſe belongeth are tobe _—_— ; but Infants of bees 
vers are they to whom the promiſe belongeth , therefore Infants of beleeverar 
to be baptized. | 
Mr. Tombes before he can make any anſwer to the argument , hee muſt fit hi 
anſwer,that is,he muſt miſquote and miſapply ewo ot three places of Scriprurety: 
the intent his Reader may conceive , that the promiſe that was there meant wy 
not the promiſe made to Abraham,but the promiſe of ſending Jeſus Chriſ!:othis 
ſay ſending the Holy Ghoſt, all is one,if Chriſt had nor been ſent,the Holy Gholf 
hadnot beene ſent; and the ſending Chriſt was the _ made to Abraham, 
T have proved before our of Luke 1.73. But Mr. Tombes quoteth ſome places 
Scriptures, as if a man in them ſhould finde fo plaine a difference from the pro 
mife made to Abraham, and there ſpoken of by St.Peter, as muſtneeds give fil 
farisfaction to all that doubt of that : but ler us view thoſe places, As 3.25. Y& 
are the children of the Prophets and of the Covenant which God made withott 
Fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, And in thy ſeed ſhall all the kindreds of the earth 
bee bleſſed ; that is plaine enongh of the promiſe to Abraham, AR.1 3.32.3; 
And we declare unto you glad tydings, how that the| promiſe that was made 
to the Fathers, God hath fulfilled the fame untous, Rom. 1 5.8,9. Now l fay thi 
Jefus Chriſt was the Miniſter of circumciſion for the truth of God to confirme 
the promiſes made nnto the Fathers: read and judge, and judge what Mr.Tombs 
hath gotten by theſe places to prove any differtnce from this promiſe here ſpot 
of, and the promiſe made to Abraham : But ſaid Mr. Tombes,the promiſe wi 
made to them he ſpoke to and their children,8& to them that are afar off, whethet 
they be Gentiles who are ſaid to be afarre off, Eph. 2) 1 7. or Jews in future ag 
as Beza is doubtfull : indeed Beza doth arene thar Peter did not then know tht 
call of the Gentiles, or if he had, it isnot lively that he would have told the Jews 
of it ; irmight be , Peter did not at that time know the National calling of = 
| en 
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ity '| Gentiles that v2 afcerward made knowne to him; for then he could not proper- 
fidof them that they were afarre off in re{pett of the Iewes, but Peter 
qnotignorant that as many of rhe Gentiles a8 the Lord ſhould calt had right 
the promiſe, and this was in no age offenfve to the Jewes: they alwayes knew 
tatenelaw was to the homeborne and the ftranger that ſojourn:thamong them, 
tod32,48, that is, when and afrer they were called ; they were put mto the 
Pe condition with the Iewes in reference to the promile ; it is plaine that the 
iſe in reference to Bapriſine is the fame that it was in reference to circumci- 
: now it is true he further teacherh che inner power and effe@ of the Cove- 
watwhich was the turning men away from their iniquity : this is the dofrine 
lothof circumciſion and bapriſme , that neither circumciſion which is ourward 
nthefeſh is circumciſion, Rom. 2+28.neicher is that bapriſime which is outward, 
ln dat is circumciſion which isof the heart , whoſe praiſe is not of men, bur of 
God. Thus baptifine muſt be caught, ic muſt be caught as from God, it muſt bee 
xmniſtred as by men; therefore faith Mr. Tombes , the promiſe is not made but 
mconditions of calling, and faith which may be confirmed abundantly, Rom. 4. 
114,16. let the proofe be examined, St. Paul doth handle the promiſe made to 
* nh reference to the fruit and effec of it, and fo to entitle the Gentiles to 
kecamfort and fruit of the promiſe, forafmuch as the promiſe did alwayes beare 
thtſenſe, that never any of Abrahams poſteriry had I from the pro- 
miſennlefſe they were beleevers, and that e the Gentiles alwayes had if 
ns now in a more free way ; and this was ground to the Romans to 
for juſtification by fairh , becauſe that was alwayes the ſence and meaning 
of the Covenant made with Abraham ; but this was the uſe that the faithfull 
agit to make of the Covenant : Abraham was juſtified by faith as we are;Abra- 
km wasnot juſtified by circumciſion , nor we by > ne - Circumciſion was 
aminiſtred in facie Ecelefie, according to the appointment of God, men had no- 
oor toexamin faith, the praiſe of that was not of men, but of God : ir is 
that Abraham did circumciſe without any judgement of faith , yer had 
8mxchneed of faich for benefit by the Covenant as we, his juſtification and fſal- 
hon the ſame with ours by faith 1n Chriſt,Gal. 3.9. They which be of faith are 
teſed with faichfull Abraham : ye fee Abraham himſelfe had his bleſfing by 
kth, God preached the Goſpeil ro Abraham , the ſeed of Abraham had the be- 
Eicotche covenant by faith : whereby it plainly appears that circumcifion was 
mtgven by the eſtimation of fairh, though it had t$effe& by faich ; but every 
tale of Abraham muſt be circumciſed, and that becanſe of the promile, the con- 
Wins of faith and repentance were not new conditions pat on us which Abra- 
kmand his poſterity had nor , though they are more plainly preached tous then 
Abraham, God was the judge of faith in Abrahams time, and is fonow, bur 
of the land of Canaan ſtood npon conditions of obedience the _ 
E 3 Ot » 
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of faith, notwithſtanding circumciſion : but, faith Mr. Tombes, the promiſeyy 
not belonging to them ſimply as Jews, bur as called," the promiſe did belongy 
all men,quazenxs called, bur it belonged to Jews,though not quatenus ipſum,yet 
doth belong to Jews to bef@derati, x7 r«r7@>, every Jew had an intereſt tot 


promiſe, _ not quatenss, 2 Jew, becauſe Gentiles alſo had this right, per «. 
cidens,as call 
were not ; all Iews before Chriſt were calfed, but note, that called is to be diſtiy 
guiſhed into outward calling, and inward or effeuall calling : by an outwa 
calling, All the Iews were called : by an effeRuall, only the cleft were called; 
whether Iew or Gentile, both theſe callings had their ſeverall reſpeRts nntothe 
promiſe,and the ſeal of the promiſe : The outward call had a right to the Orade 
Rom. ;, 1. the means of faith, and accordingly many had faith by that meary 
h ſome did not believe, that doth not make the| faith of God of none eſe; 
the promiſe of God ſignified by the word faith, in that place, is effeCtuall, 
ſome do not believe, though it be without effect to them that believe not, yeti 
is effeuall to them that believe ; and though he doth not believe, yet the Ho 
Ghoſt maketh circumciſion an inſeparable accident to a Iew , ſhewing, that the 
advantage of the Iew, and the profit of circumciſion/|were the ſame, and thechi 
priviledge is, that unto them were committed the/Oracles of God. Now, thi 
outward call had the promiſe of God being their God, and the God of their 
and according]y had the ſeal given to them and their ſeed : this is plain in aſe 
the Tews, they had circumciſion, and the Oracles,and the promiſe, bur all theſe 
ineffeuall, without faith, Heb. 4. 1, 2. Let us therefore fear, leſt a promiſebs 
ing left us of entring into hisreſt,any one of us come ſhort of it : For,untousws 
the Goſpel preached, as well as unto them, but the Word preached did not pro 
fit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. You ſee, may 
the promiſe left them that may come ſhort of it,they|may have the Word withait 
profit, the promiſe of God, circumciſion without effeR, all for want of faith, 
theſe externall, have an externall dependance one upon another : thoſe that wee 
born in a believing family, had an externall pr mill Jef them, had cirumeiſion 
had the word, though they might come ſhort of the effe& of all for want of faith 
yet the externall adminiſtration muſt go by this outward rule ; the promiſe mths 
place is underſtood in this ſenſe of ourward promiſe that b-longeth to youall 
your children,youare called already z and that 1s implied in the oppoſition tothe 
words afar off, ſuchas are afar off is oppoſed to them that are nigh. Now, 
that are nigh need no calling, but they that are afarre off, them we call ; ſothatt 
is plain,calling is in reference to them that are afar off; and then the ſenſe of te 
words is as plain the promiſe belongeth toyou and|your children, therefore bt 
baptized : and the promiſe likewiſe belongeth to them that are afarre off, jo 


,but it was accidentall to the Gentiles, ſome were called, and ſome 
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unto theſe Tews,8 exhorts them to amend their lives, and be baptized,for 

iſe belongeth to them, ſo that the Propoſition 1s immediatly true, they 

be baptized, becauſe the promiſe did belong to themzcalling of them that are 
danreoff, 1s not at all immedaarely referred to baprtiſine, but tothe promiſe, and 
therefore cannot by any means be a limitation of ſuch perſons, unto whom the 

iſe did belong, to make fit for baptiſme, as if there were ſoine perſons unto 


whom the promiſe did belong, that were not called, and ſome called ; thoſe that 
mecalled might be baptized, but unto whom the promiſe doth belong, and are 
notcalled, they may not be baptized : but this is toalter the form and ſenſe of the 
ooſtles words, thougli they might have a truth in them, yer they are not the 
words of the Text, nor ſignitie what is there ſaid : Amendment of life hath not 
wlation to baptiſme, but to that ſin they ſtood guilty of, and that thiey were con- 
withat they had crucified the Lord of glory: the immediate argument that he 
aſthto perſwade them to baptiſme, is, that the promiſe belongeth to them, it is 
DOTguMeNt At all why they ſhould be baptized, becauſe the promiſe belonged 
totheir children , nor becauſe the promiſe belonged to them that are afarre off, 
bat becauſe it belonged to them, that only was ground, why the Apoſtle ſhould 
perfvade to be baptized : what is further added, is to note the amplitude of the 
promiſe, to raiſe up their faith, tolay hold on the promiſe of ſo bountiful a God, 
extendeth his promuſes ſolargely, not to them only,bur to their children, nor 
his bounty there, but reacheth it out alſo to them that are not called, to 
w;fuch of them as he ſhall call ; you and your children, ſen/# determinato, them 
them that are afarre off, /en/# indeterminato ; but if all had-been limited by as ma- 
gastheLord ſhall call, S. Peter had-drawn an univerſal concluſion out of parti- 
alrpremiſes : For, if that part of: the verſe alledged, ont of which the Apoſtle 
dat inferre this concluſion, or inference be lim.red, then the progetionn is 


particular, as thus : If the ſenſe of the words be, the promiſe belongeth toas ma- 


ofyou as the Lord ſhall call, then it is no more but the promiſe belongeth to 
ſe of you, a few of you, therefore be baptized every one, had been a very ir- 
acorall argument ; nay, if you reſtrain promiſe to its ſtrict ſenſe, tor promiſe 
mheſfe& to the effeRually called, then it can belong to a very few of them ; 
tterefore every one of you be baptized, were very ſtrange : The promiſe there- 
keemuſt be underſtood in ſuch a fn {c,as it wasS when applied to Abrahams ſeed, 
m_ to the fleſh ; as-the faith of God in his promuſe, is not of none effeR, 
tough ſome do not believe, the promiſe muſt be underſtood by us, as left for all, 
Shall attain not to it,and this not 1n reference to univerſall grace, but univer- 
Wdſpenfation of means by us' men ; and hercin God did go before us by his 
amedireion in the infancy of his Church,leaving us-to walk by the ſame mule ; 
we have a more ample diſpenſation of the means of grace committed tous. 


did command all Abrahams ſeed to be circumciſed, and all circumciſed to 
cat 
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the Paſſcover , though they were taught alwayes they ſhould not poſſeſeþ 
land of Canaan unlefle ni the voice of the Lord, Deut. 28. andy, 
Chapters : and all along, Moſes and the Prophers —— 
leever, and though under the forme of works , not the covenant of works; | 


was faith that God looked , as in Heb. 1. all the workes of the Patriachs «s {'® 
aſcribed to faith,and Abrahams obedience is commended by his faith; and heay { 
they juſtified by faith, and not by workes : faith gr on the ſame truth of Fu 
God, and the ſame Chriſt; God uſeth the ſame liberty of his will, Rom.g.15.z [0 
the diſpenſation of his grace, 13. An inſtance out of the old Teftament in Ew [#: 
and Jacob will ſerve as well as in Peter and Judas; the grace of God did no mar (> 
nor lefſe depend on Sacraments then now. God did not account any man o@ {® 
cumciſed but a beleever,uo more doth he now baptized; Moſes and the ki 
did teach faith and obedience, ſo do the Apoſtles, and thatnotwi ins the | © 
promiſe ; yet the unbeleever and murmurer ſhall not enter into the land of CG }W1 
naan : thus went the doftrine, thus the eſtimation of God in all ages, the diſpm | 
fation of Word and Sacraments to the Tewes , and them that were afurreof 8 & 
many as the Lord ſhall call under the Law ; but noy to all Nations all are now 

called, God doth command all men every where to repent ; in the ſence ofthe 
words all the world have an ourward calling. St. Peter doth argue with t& 
Jewes to perſwade them to Baptiſme , 4 nets#ribus, they knew right wdl 
the bounds and extent of the promiſe ; it was no new thing to them that tie 
Gentiles called, ſhould be accounted among theſe to whom the promiſe did bs 
long:nar that baptiſine did legally waſh away ſinne;nor that ſinners muſt 
but char the promiſe ſhould be ſealed by baptiſme , that only was new : as 
that Peter did teach repentance with baptiſie both together, as ſaith Mr. Tombs [1 
that isnot the queſtion; repentance and faith ought to be taught at all times,as bv be 
ing ſuch things as God doth only look on moſt ſeaſonably at all times toallma, | 
Luke1 3.3. Except ye repent, yeſhall all likewiſe periſh : but out of this placeitÞ® 
doth no way follow that repentance mult goe before, or is required asa A 
tion to bapriſme, verſe 3. is an anſwer to this queſtion, what ſhall we doe? we | ®® 
that have crucified the Lord of glory ? if to this generall queſtion, what ſhall we 44 
doe? Peter had failed to inſtruct them torepent, he had been wanting to his duty {ir 
but preſently toargue from the promiſe to move them to bapriſme, and all 
chem preſently will ſcarce ſtand with any Anabaptiſticall diſcipline; you woull ka 
hardly have any great company of Catechumen's if you follow the example fr 
the Apoſtle, which = ſomuch ſtand upon, nay the hs men of years,mat Fy | 
yeares under the diſcipline of Catechumen's direQly contrary to theApoſticsas wh 
ample. Bur of preparation to baptiſine we ſhall have further occaſion toconſ lhe 
der in other arguments. Mr. Tombes telleth us, that the promiſe dothnot> 71 
long to all Infants of beleevers, which is the minor univerſally taken:he hath _ 
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lldus of women, and believers before Abraham. T have formerly given 
tion to thoſe exceptions, but the promiſe is to be underſtood three wayes, 
ore may appear : Either firſt, in eſtimation of God, or, ſecondly, in diſpen- 
ma of the inward grace of the Sacraments, and cfte&uall operation of the 
gs, or, thirdly, in the outward diſpentation of the means of grace : The two 
{mer are diſtributed according to the ele&ion of grace to the believer only, bur 
hiebſt, under the Law, to Abraham and his ſeed, and in Abrahams ſeed, which is 
Gindt, to all the families of the earth : But now in a more explicit and plain way 
ball the nations of the carth ; and that not only in potenres, but by particular 
enlation, and providence unto many nations in atZ# exercsto, actually many 
mins have the Word and Sacraments, and God grant more may have : Bur 
glemeth, he granteth the promiſe doth belong to ſome of the Infants of belie- 
x, but which chey are, he cannot tell, and therefore will baptize none: The 
wot God was to Abraham, that becauſe ke could nor diſtinguiſh, he ſhould 
gaumciſe all : God commandeth baptiſme to be adminiſtred toall nations ; it 
ſerve our turns in the day of the Lord, to ſay, wedid not know who did 
and whodid not ; it may, and will be anſwered again, who made thee a 
of faith ? thou art a Miniſter of baptiſme, not a judge of faith, that is flatly 
thee : he that 1s a judge,is a Lord over them whom they judge, which thou 
not: 1t were indeed great impiety, to adminiſter baptiſme to any whom we 
gw God had deſtinated to everlaſting damnation, but to take upon us to paſſe 
ſentence on any perſon, were moſt high preſumption, more on any 
; we haye commiſſion tobaprize all nations, but without conſent we can- 
eany nation, and this is a good excule : he, ſaith the Text, ſpeaketh not 
Intants, but children indefinitely : but it ſpeaketh of children in reference to 
& iſe made to Abraham, which was extended not to Abrahams children 
men, | we the Infants of beliving Gentiles, as before : thus of the Argument 
+ $MeACts 3, 
en * Asfor the firſt argument, taken from 1 Cor.7.14. that the Infants of a believer 
{*tdy,I have already proved : that Infants of a believer, though not of the ſeed 
1 wr | {Abraham, are federally holy, and that in the words of the promiſe made to 
| Ainham doth appear : As for that the words in 1 Cor. 7. 14. Elſe were your 
Glen unholy : I fay, it may well be an alluſion to that federall holinefſe , as I 
ould | xewve, though the argument be not ſo cleer, that among others more plain I 
j- & | Mlinſſtupon z yernot ſoimprobable, that much may not be faid : for the pre- 
nur ſatthing 1 affirm, that the children of believing Gentiles are federally holy, for 
5ex | Eagument, I neither aſſert it, nor diſclame it, bur refer my Reader to that thar 
wr" ih becn ſpoken of that matter, by other men, whoſe learning and judgements 
the lkknour, and come to the ſixth argument, 
for | (he fixtargument is caken from Afar, 19. 14. which is repeated in gs 
F- e: 
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Louks : ſaffer little children to come to me, for of ſuch is the kingdome of Gy 
The a t is, that thoſe of whom the kingdome 'of heaven is, are to behyy 
ized, but Infants are ſach of whom the kingdome of heaven is ; therefore1y 
fants are to be baprized : For, that of coming to Chriſt, though the reaſon d&g 
plainly convince that in this place, more is meant then a corporall coming, ſe 
many come to Chriſt corporally, of whom nothing 1s athrmed concerning the 
kingdome of God : as for his eight circumſtances, he hath gathered nothing fy, 
or againſt the argument : they ſerve for nothing but to make a noiſe of, 
Tombes his learning,that he can obſerve eight circumſtances,of which he rejethy 
divers as not pertaining to the argument : the other he maketh nothing of, by 
that Chriſt did nct baptize theſe children, which no man that I know, ever at 
med : bur doth it follow, becauſe they were not baptized, therefore children 
not be baptized?after Chriſt had given direion to his Apoſtles and Miniſtersw, 
to the end of the world to baptize all nations, and now telleth his Diſciplesthr 
to ſuch belongeth the kingdome of heaven : which kingdome of heaven inothr 
place $ is underſtood of the ſtate of the Church,after the publication of the 
which began after that Chriſt roſe from the dead, into which kingdome, Tohnth 
BRapriſt never entred. Nov, theſe little children, Luke 18. 16. were &+42u, lit 
Tev2n, recens nars, young ones : Secondly, they were ſuch, unto whom the king- 
dome of Ged did belong : Thirdly,they were ſach in their viſible conditionthy 
were in,and theſe things do all plainly appear, t. that they were little oncs,byth 
word S-:2n, the derivation,doth fignifie,or ſhew it : but Mr. Tombes (aith,work 
are not be expounded by their derivation, but by their 'uſe : But howemk 
know how a word 1s uſed, but by its fignification : Suppoſe a man ſhould ol 
a 1n2n that 1s grown a babe,for ſome childiſh condition that he perceiverh arhin; 
doth it follow that a babie doth ſignifie a man of ewenty or thirty yeers old?! 
conceive Authors do aſe liberty of words, but where infirmity cannor belaid 
vn the Auhonr, nor penury of words upon the language, much muſt be aſcribel 
to the choyce of words, with conſideration of their derivation ; bnt ſee whit 
confutation, that they were not Infants, #«1aaZ/unG faith Mr. Tombe, 
f1gnthes no more but embrace, «xaalCouer, ſignifieth ſo much ; the Prepoſitia 
&, may adde ſomething more then to embrace : but why mult it ſignife toer- 
brace a grown perſon?becauſe Mar.g.36.he places them in the midft,as though 
child that can ſtand alone,might not be raken up in arms : yea,but he wamethne 
to ſcandalize them, as though a childe might not be taken vp in arms, that maybe 
taught toſwear and lie, and by many evill examples, led ont of the way of Gol, 
or c2ufe to ſtumble, but the word 44, ſaith he, ſignifieth a childe capabled 
reaching : 1t15 apparent that £442©- , doth ſignific an Infant in his motkersbelj 
Luke 1. 44. Now, how long it doth continue #+i9& , js the queſtion. Mr 
Tombes faith, &#&- fignificth a childe capable of teaching: bur ſe how 


proveth 
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puveth it from the 2 Tim. 3.15. amv Gpegous ri ies ea watue ci dzr, whence hee 
x bay that d+ipos doth ſignifie a childe capable of teaching : Mr. Tombes will 
ore In- ge 0o difference berween from his childhood and in his childhood : from in- 
anateth that whilſt he was pipes, then he knew not, but when he ceaſed to bee 
ſering | Sp then he knew : that is ſaith he, ever ſince he was a boy, then not when hee 
waboy ; but when doth a man ceaſe to be an infant , and begin to become a 
ng fer, boy? For my part I underſtand not by what rules he walketh ſceing they were 
*% nlants in Chriſts armes, tor ought Mr. Tombs hath or can fay to the contrary : 
je | fat Gaith he, they were capable of teaching, ſuch they mught be though in armes; 
of, be | lac how doth or can hee prove theſe children were ſuch? he will lay the proofe 
on our part , that they were not capable of inſtruction : true, it doth if we 
nn | gil (aveany benetic by the argument, a demonſtration that they were not , 1 
annot give, bur probably I can, and far before any you can give to the contrary: 
faſtthole that brought them brought them not to that end that they ſhould bee 
almaed, but that he Chould touch them and blefle chem; neirher doth our Savi- 
aratall teach them, or ſay any thing to the children ; certainly if they had been 
apable of inſtru&ion,he would not have omitted to have given them ſome ſmall 
(reftions, ſuch as they were capable of, and not have bleſſed them, and taughe 
themnothing;for that derivation of Gpipes quaſs Bpinec wadidas,that cannot be un- 
{ſtood of the moiſture of temperature , which in ſome ſenſe is given to young 
till they ceaſe to grow, till a naturall drith falleth their bones that 
ndereth their further augmentation, but that moiſture is {uch as 1s on children 
tewborne : what Mr. Goodwin faith of it, I have not ſeen. 
- Bat Mr. Tombes faith, that it is doubtfull whether our Saviour ſaith of them 
Sthe Kingdome of heaven, becauſe the word is 744-wr, not re7w1, of ſuch, not of 
them. It is plaine our Saviour urgeth the relation they had to the Kingdome 
a heaven to move his diſciples to ſaffer them tocome to him : now it could 
"bot have been any reaſon why theſe ſhould be admitted into the preſence of 
wizth Ciriſt, becauſe others had relation to the Kingdome of God, but the truth 157x, 
nbes Þ tatha further emphaſis ; for the words are not urged to ſhew a reaſon why the 
iti | Gldren ſhould come to Chriſt , but why the diſciples ſhould ſuffer them, and 
0-5 fercfore Chriſt doth repreſent theſe children to bus diſciples , notunder ſuch a 
git} Garadter as they did appear to him by his omniſcience, bur ſuch as they were able 
in | Ojudgeof,and therefore he faith, not 747+» bur Tirwr, as if he ſhould fay,well ye" 
yh neforbidden children to come unto me;bnt it was out of ignorance; now I tell 
50, | FWifany ſuch: as the ſe are ſhall come hereafter, forbid them not, for of ſuch is 
le} & Kingdom of h-2ven : The precept is given to the Diſciples is termini intel 
dy, | *bilibus, in wores, and in a ſenſe that may be underſtood by them : as if Chriſt 


Mr. | bould have faid » To many of theſe little ones the Kindome of heaven doth not 
ri £, but you are excuſed for that , inſomuch as the Kingdome of heaven doth 
jth F 2 belong 
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belong to ſuch, you are not able to diſcerne the difference,and therefore it canng 
be laid to your charge that you did ſuffer any wilfully to enter into the Kingdoms 
of God,that the Kingdome of God did not belong unto. But the Apoſtles might 
have anſwered, nay Sir, but we can diſcerne theſe unfit for the Kingdome 
heaven, they have not atuall faith and repentance, and therefore we maynot ad: 
mit them into the Kingdome of heaven : to this our Saviours an{wer 1s plaine;the | 
Kingdom? of heaven doth belong to {uch as theſe, therefore ſuffer them to com» 
to me : Now for the further manifeſtation of the ſenſe of theſe words, the King. 
dome of God is underſtood, either of the Kingdome of grace,or the Kingdomegf 
glory belonging to the ele only, or of the Kingdome of the viſible Church 
where men walke under the meanes of grace. 2. The\comming unto Chriſt my 
beunderſtood of comming to Chriſt ors locali, or comming to him by faithy 
he fitteth in his Kingdome of grace and glory : or laſt of all comming to him 
he ſicteth in the Kingdome of the viſible Church : Chriſt hath a reſidence inthe 
Kingdom of glory.and in the Kingdom of grace. Now/no man can come toChriſ 
as he litteth in the ſtate of grace or glory,but by faith agreed on by all parties; but 
Chriſt likewiſe ſitteth in the Kingdome of his viſible Church, and teacherh them 
as the Prophet promiſed by Moſes, and there inviteth all nations tothe uſe of the, 
meanes, and commandeth his Miniſters to baprize all nations , and ſuffr little 
children , not thoſe onely that Chriſt blefled and gave eſpecial teſtimony unte, 
but thofe that were bur like urito them Tww7wvs, they muſt be permitted ro come 
roChriſt. Now the queſtion is, whether this comming to Chriſt is underſtood only 
of corporall comming to Chriſt or any , or in which of thoſe reſpets this com- 
ming to Chriſt is here underſtood ; though I darenot\deny a corporall comming 
ro Chriſt is there intimaced, yet this is not all that is meant in the direion, Suffer 
lictle children to come to me ; for the bare comming to Chriſts perſon could not 
have beene inferred from thisaffertion , for to them b-longeth the Kingdomeof 
God. I fit in the kingdome of the viſible Church to diſpence ordinances to all the 
world which I doe by my Miniſters : A Prophet ſhall the Lord your Godraik 
up to you, like me, faith Moſes, and him ſhall yon heare : according to which pro- 
muſe, I fit alwayes'in the viſible Church teaching the minde of God; as I thusfit 
ready toteach, Suffer little children tocome to me, for to ſuch belogeth the vi- 
ſible Church : if thus you underſtand the Kingdome of God, and the belonging 
of Infants thereto , toſignifie their intereſt to the viſihle Church , then, cometo 
me, {ignifieth no more in the diretion then ſuffer them to bee received into the 
viſible Church ,. which is no more then ſuffer them to be baptized , or hereafter 
when ye ſhall have commilTion to baptize all Nations, baptize them : Neither 
will Mr.Tombes his diſtin&tion ſerve turne, that thoſe whole is the Kinzdomedt 
heaven may be baptized, when ;t appears that the kingdome of heaven belongeth 
tothem, tac text 1snot of theſe but fuch , that is of ſuch as have no —_— 
rom 
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fem theſe as far as you can judge in reference to the Kingdome of God, theſe are 
phepermirted to come to me. Now whereas Mr. Tombes faichſuch,that is ſuch 
ameckneſſe, that is a liberty not to be allowed in umiterpreting of Scripture to af- 

, or rather rcſtraine the likenefle ro humility , whereas our Saviour applieth 
| ttelikeneſſe only in this, that they were little children,it was not ſmilituds qua- 


lam , but /nbjei15 0b ommnes qualitates , for a ſubje& cannot be ſaid tobe like 


 gother, if any notable diſparity can be found : it is true af a quality be aſſigned 
wherein they doe agree , that one quality is enough to make them alike though 
they diff-r in all other things ; bur for a man barely to lay ſuch as he is fit for this 
athatemployment , he that is fit muſt be ſuch with reſp2& to his $kill, fidelity, 
adall other conditions requiſite for that employment. Now if any thing were 
wmed wherein they were like, it was in that they were little children, now that 
which they were a like fit for was the Kingdome of God : and it any children 
anbe fit for the Kingdome of God , what unfitnefſe can be found in one more 
then another by any mortall man ? therefore Chriſt faith , Suffer all children to 
come tome,for they are all alike fit for the Kingdome of God,the viſible Church 
ndthe inviſible too for ought you know : neither doe I knouw that the unfirnes 
ofthe Infidells childe is in the childe, bur in the yu that will not bring it, nor 


J covenant for it that it ſhall be a diſciple of Chriſt, nor underrake to bring it up in 


the dotrine of the Goſpell;nor is that man that is an Infidell himſelte fide dignws 
be beleeved in that point,bur if he will ſell the intereſt of his child to 1 Chriſti- 
8, Idoenot know bur that Chriſtian might bring that childe to be baptized as 
ksupon that promiſe , that he will bring him up 1n the feare of God ; I amcer- 
' tne, notwithſtanding the promiſe was made to Abraham and his ſeed, yer hee 
that was bought with money might be circumciſed : all children therefore that 
redrought may be baptized, fo as they be brought by perſons that have intereſt 
Nthem, and in any charitable conſtruction may be credited that they will bring 
themup Chriſtians : it is ſufficient for us if they be ſuch as unto whom the King- 
dome of heaven duth belong, though the Kingdomeof God belong not to them, 
neither can that any way belong to this argument,thatChriſt doth teach men that 
eof yeares humulity from the emblem of a childe, yer one childe cannot be di- 
inguiſhed from another(as more or lefle fit to come to Chriſt)by their humility: 
forthat Mr. Tombes ſaith Baptiſme doth not bring to Chriſt : I ſay, it dothas 
Ciriſtſitterh in the viſible Church, into which preſence the Miniſters of the Go- 
tave commiſſion from Chriſt to admit all Nations, baptize all Nations ; as 

the kingdome of grace or glory , Miniſters certainly haveno power or at 

| ny to keepe any out of them , or hinder any from comming to Chrift by 


Theſeventh argument is from As 15 22,33. As 18.8. 1 Cor.1.16. 
Ithe Apoſtles baptized whole houſholds,then Infants,ce.bur &+c. er go, X 
F 3 This 
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This argument, ſaich Mr. Tombes, reſts on a ſleight conjeCtare, that there wen 
Tnfants in thoſe houſes, and that theſe Infants were baptized : but ſaith he, the 
words plainly prove under the name of the whole houſe, are underſtood thoſ 
only ried the Word and believed. Hence he denieth the conſequence, ins 
plying that many whole houſes may be baptized, yer no Infants, becaule it is 


without children, or elſe the children were not comprehended under the whole 

houſe, which he laboureth to prove out of the ſeverall circumſtances of the ſeys 
rall Texts which I ſhall endeavour to examine along with Mr. Tombes, not on 
as he mentioneth them here in this peg.20. of his Exercitation, but as in his Ex 
men of Mr. Marſhals Sermon, from p. 137. to 142. Mr. Marſhall faith, that the 
Goſpel took place, as the old adminiſtration by taking in thoſe families rogerher 
This Mr. Tombes ſtrongly endeavoureth to oppole, and endeavours to ſet upn 
aſſertion oppoſite to that be true : faith he, the adminiſtration 1s quite oppoſite 
to that of circumciſion : the oppoſition which he fancieth, he feigneth to conſt 
in ſeverall differences : Firſt, that Abrahams family was ſingled out : the mals 
only : whether in the covenant of grace, or not : children, or ſervants: ederg 
younger : at eight dayes old in the houſe, by the Maſter, or others in his ſtead. | 

For, his firſt difference was, Abrahams family only ſingled out for circume- 
ſion, that is boldly affirmed, it is plain the promiſe in the ſeed of Abraham wasto 
all the families of the earth : Gew.12. 3. which is rendered by nations, 18. 18, 
22. 18. there promiſe is made in the ſeed of Abraham, which in the 3. of Gd, 
iS applied to Chriſt : ſo that Abrahams family is not ſingled out for the bleſling,it 
is true, Abrahams family is ſingled our to be the line of Chriſt, according to te 
fleſh ; many families could not have that priviledge, but the priviledge of cirou 
ciſion wag not reſtrained to Abrahams family, bur extended to all the nations 
the earth, and was aQtually afforded to ſo many families as would dwell among 
them,or deſired toeat the Paſſcover,as I have formerly proved it: it is plain as 
ny as would be, or were partakers of the bleſſing, mult be circumciſed : butthe 
bleſſing was promiſed in as ſignato, toall the nations of the earth, thoughb- 
fore Chriſt it was *# alu exercito performed to no nation but the Jewes, yet m- 
ny other families beſides Abraham were circumciſed ; therefore that difference 
1snot between baptiline and circumciſion, that circumciſion did belong to Abrz 
hams family alone. 

For his ſecond diffence, that males only were circumciſed, T have already ſpe 
ken to that : and the third, wherein all the knot of the queſtion doth conſiſt,whit 
is here affirmed by Mr. Tombes,is but petitio principii : as circumciſion was tobt 
adminiſtred in all the families that would eat the Paſſeover, whether perſonsthit 
were circumciſed did belong to the covenant of grace, or not ; ſo 1s baptilne, 


| pob þ 
lible they may be without children : And he further affirmeth, either theſe were | 


there being no man on earth, that can judge of any but himſelf, whetherlete 
| on 
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ago the covenant of —_ or no: As for the circumciſion of children, ſer- 
ants, elder, younger, I know not baptiſme doth make any more difference then 
ifion doth ; for that in the houſe, and by the Maſter of the family, or ſome 
okis ſtead ; I fay, that in Abrahams time, all the publike offices of King and 
ket, were in Abrahams perſon ; Levi was in the loines of Abraham, what hand 
 tePricſt or the Judge had 1n the act of circumciſion, the Scripture is (ilent : bur 
+ mainly, whether it were to be adminiſtred privately or publikely, there muſt he 

ublike account given of 1t, for as much as the perſon that was not circumciſed 
mtbecut off, which could not be done, but by _ act ; neither do I know 
1more publike diſpenſation under the Goſpel ſhould inforce a more particular 
ziminiſtracion : but the agreement in the laſt circumſtance, 1s that whereon the 
mument doth reſt : that is, that whole families were brought to baptiſme un- 
& the Goſpel : To which Mr. Tombes faith, that it was but contwngent to fa- 
mls; that they were baptized, no precepr, no prophelie for it : contingent it is, 
leonfeſſe, in reſpet of any cauſes, that any nation, family, orperion in the world 
hould be baptized, but that nations ſhould be baptized,is not without either pre- 
aptarpropheſie : the Apoſtles are commanded to baprize all nations,the bleſſing 
bailed toall nations in Abraham, and all nations are propheſied to fow to 


J'itemountain of Gods Church, 1/i. 3. but we find not infants baptized, nor fa- 


nies baptized in conformity to circumciſion : Mr. Tombes faith, thar the con- 
_ 1snot intimated : I fay, that families were baptized, the conformity ari- 
ofit ſelf ; But Mr. Tombes defireth to clude this argument, by ſhewing that 
all faith was firſt required in every perſon before he were baptized ; and 
tterefore the Apoſtles did not baptize any, bur ſuch as actually did believe, and 
take profeſſion of their faith ; ſo that they did not baptize any family, unleſſe 

rticular cognizance of every particular mans taith ; this you ſhall ſee how 
my he will prove : as for the examples from John, and before the commiſſion, 
[know they walked by ſpeciall light, but what, we cannot tell, after they had 
'ircommuſſion, certainly they walked by it : The firſt inſtance after the reſur- 
| Kon, is As 2. 41. they that gladly received the Word of God were baptized, 
odwhy ſhould they not ? did ever any deny, that ſuch as received the Word of 
 bodſhould be baptized ? and thele are they, ſaith Mr. Tombes,to whom he ſaid, 
m[. 29. the promiſe belongeth to you and to your children, added three thou- 
ſouls, yet never a child baptized ; men may as well ſay, never a man, or ne- 
Kawoman: from the word fouls, an Infant-may be called a ſoul, as well as 
men or women ; bur, ſaith Mr. Tombes, the Text faith, thoſe that received the 
Word were baptized ; doth ir ſay, their children were not? but Mr. Tombes 
&h they were the ſame perſons that gladly received the Word of God, un- 
whom Peter had ſaid, the promiſe did belong to them and their children, thar 


the Word they gladly received : And Saint Peter inferreth from this, po 
the 
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the promiſe did belong to them, that they ſhould therefore be baptized, bagyy 
the promile did belong to them. ; | —"" 
Now if this argument from the promiſe was good concerning them, why i 
it not as good for their children ? and if they received che word of the progy 
gladly for themſelves, it is likely if it had been denied them in reſpei 
children , they would ſome of them have had the boldnefſe to have kad! 
theirchildren ; and faid,Peter, you told us of the promiſe, that it belonged 
children toas well aSus; and you told us that that was a good reaſon why y 
ſhould be baptized, and accordingly we are bapriſed |: why ſhould not thathey 
ground for our children to be baptized alſo?we know'no reaſon why that ſhalt 
be a reaſon for us to be baptized and not for them : You tell us the promiſedoy 
belong to them as well as tous ; as for the limitation of as many as the 
ſhall call, that is to be referred to them that are afarre off, not tous : afarreoffy 
poſed to them that are neare, Epheſians 2,13. You thar were farre off aremate 
mgh by the bloud of Chriſt : farre off, ſignifieth them that are not yer called,nigh 
them that are called ; to looke on the words in their originall ſenſe, we do ng 
uſe to call them that are nigh already, bur them that are afarre off, that theym ' 
come nigh : and this appeareth plainly to be the ſenſe ; by that hereare ſeven 
ſubjeRs of the promiſe, you are the ſubje& of the promiſe, and your childrena 
they that are farre off : You are not your children, your children are not you; yo 
nor your children are not afarre off, they that are afarre off muſt be called, thi 
they may be nigh, that ſo the promiſe may belong to you all , that ſoyemayall 
be baptized. What Mr. Goodwins fancie is, Mr.T. doth not tall us, nor 
| ſeen or heard , but cannot bedenied that the word ſoules doe comprehend men; 
women and children ; for though there be ſome difference in their bodies, yet 
they agree all in this that they be ſoules taken for perſons; thongh for my part] 
will not argue from hence, that children were baptized ; yet I ſay from hengeis 
clearly evinced, that children have a right and intereſt to baptiſme,becauſetorhe 
| promuſe, and that as clearly as any thing can be: for that which is a cauſe prod 
Cing an effect in one ſubject; will produce the ſame effect in another, poſira cauſe 
ponitnr effetlns rationale eff riſbile, is 28 true in children, as in men; he to whom 
the promiſe doth belong, may be baprized, is as true in children as in men, if the 
promiſe doth belong to them both,as the text plainly faith it doth ; and the pois 
ting of the Greeke text doth plainly declare this to be the meaning of the words: 
for there is no point between you and your children , but between childrenand 
them that are atarre off,to ſhew the promiſe belonged to them and their children 
in their preſent condition to them that are afarre off after their call : where not 
that the promiſe is to bee underſtood in the externall or internall conſiderations 
according to the externall Sacraments have their a{miniftration amongſt man; 
whuch tearmes ye have applyed to Jews and circumciſion,Rom.2,29.Heis a 
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one inwardly, and circumcifion is that of the heart in Spirit, and not the 
whoſe praiſe is not of men,bur of God ; the Letter faich, God will be the 
Abraham and his ſeed, but the ſpirit faith, that he will be ſo tothe ele& 
; The Letter ſaith,every male (hall be circumciſed ; the Spirit faith, 
ireamcifion 15 no circumciſion which is outward, but that which is of the 
the Letter looketh on the family of Abraham, either by generation or by 
jon ; the Spirit on a remnant only, according to the eletion of grace : 
NN comaiceck circumciſion or cutterh off, ſome fay [|Goodwins antiq, 
linfworth is locus ; ] the parent, ſome ſay, the chuld for the negle ; thus exter- 
al hath its praiſe or diſpraiſe of men, but that of the Spirit hath its 
wk orof men, bueof God: IS 
mcrrather both ; circumciſion of the heart, and baptiſme of the heart, are no- 
dngdſe bur faith and repentance which God can judge, and praiſe not man ; 
althus the promiſe, according to the Letter, did belong to thoſe Jews, to whom 
kierpake, even before their effeAtuall call ; and this Peter to them as = 
ative to move them to be baptized : as if he ſhould have w_ 4086 IE 
| | exere circumciſed, and now = the ſame ground ye may be baptized ; ir is 
Ne,  namarpwas Miniſters 0 = Letter, ar 4g me 
" tance as requiſite to your Spirit; but you 
oye a Taber to God, and not tous, we can take Do 
enotLords and Judges of your faith, we preach all the duties that belong to the 
yard man, but adminiſter ſacraments and guide our charity towards our bre- 
the by outward rules, it muſt ſatisfie us: if you will come and claim your in- 
teſto the promiſe, both for your ſelves and your children, we muſt ” a 
pane children ; we will teach what account ye muſt make toGod of your 
hand repentance, how —_—_— your chuldren in the feare of God, 
Itwecan take account of none of theſe things. The next place of Scripture 
which he taketh in to this confutation, is «A+ 8. 12. by which he proveth that 
teApoſties did not take in whole families at once, becauſe the whole City of 
Wmaria: we prove a perſonall account of all tobe baptized, was not requred, 
leaſe they were taken in by whole families in the Apoſtles time, and 
Mr. Tombes confuſerh this, by ſaying, they were taken in by whole cities ; I 
efuchconfurations. Next, out of cF- 8. 38. and 9. 18. heproveth that the 
Buch and Paul, ſingle perſons were baptized ; brave arguments, therefore fa- 
tiles were not baprized, the Apoſtles had a commiſſion to baptize all nations, 
alzceordingly they performed their commiſſion with all expedition, taking in 
ies, cities, nations, ſingle perſons, refuſing none that wal enter themſelves 
ate School of Chriſt : Chriſt is not like a Grammar-ſchool-maſter, that will re- 
Ueno ſchollers, unlefſe they be entred before ; he teacheth from the teat to the 
We, fram che A B C, toperfeQtion ; the next is of Cornelius, his houſhold was 
G baptized, 
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aptized, as may be gathered out of As 11.14. ſaith Mr.Tombes, thought | wi 
ceive he miſtaketh the place : the bapriſime of Cornelius family is 10.48. Burthis | Wl 
houſhold was not an ordinary houſhold , but a garriſon of Sonldiers, whatmas | mil 
ter is there in that; what did Peter cauſe them to be bapcized, for feare, beomish jet 
they were Soldiers, God told Cornelius before Peter came, that he ſhould mw Yyuu 
them words by which he and all his houſhold ſhall be ſaved ? Mr. Tombes infos 
reth that all Cornelius houſhold were ſaved : good Charity, but bad Logick;tha | bup 
becauſe there was vertue in the word to fave himand all his houfhold, therefor pool 
all his houſhold were ſaved: in the 1 Cor.1.16. Pal baptized the howſholdgt]yng 
Stephanus,bur fairbMr.Tombs in 16.1 5.the houſhold of Stephanus is addictedw] vp 
the Miniſtery of the Saints; what is this to the purpoſe? did ever any man fay thyſ kev 
thoſe that were baptized ſhould never after be good for any thing? he faith,fon 
things of Criſpus and others , that the houſhold is underſtood for them that be 
leeve in the houſe ; but comming toLydia , he hath p_ to ſay from any Gr-[we4 
cumſtance of that text, to prove that any of Lydias houſe did beleeve bur herſelf,| we! 
bur faith it muſt be interpreted by other places where they expreſſe baptizingſwe 
whole houſholds, they expreſle beleeving and nom we. the word by thewhdg 
houſhold : ftrange that one hiſtory ſhall be expounded by another , becauſe ay 
houſhold —— the ward and belceved , therefore another houſhold that wyſtee 
baptized, did likewiſe beleeve-: an hiſtory can bur inferre that ſome that did bee] Mat 
leeve were baptized : - but faith Mr. Tombes, the trequent uſe of the word houf| an! 
hold for growne men in the houſe, Mat. 10.13. if the houſe be worthy, certainly|&t 
what portian may be aimed at , as for whoſe ſake the houle is ſaid to ba worthy| but! 
of the Apoſtles abode in it isuncertaine; the houſe there is underſtood of all, lirde}ty 
and great, your peace isno more, but your prayers 3 now firſt the worthineſſeit 
may be found in the Maſter of the family alone,and the Apoſtles may pray fort 
whole family little and great. 

But now Mr. Tombes will fall upon ſomeargument , to prove thatthe Apo*Ywu 
ſtles did not take in familes , for then faith he, if it be true that the preſident bee&th 
an houſhold, I demand whether we muſt baptize wife and ſervants becauſe they]%6 
profeſle the faith, or becauſe they be of the houſhold? if becauſe of the houſhold|1Ni 
whether p—_ faithor not, then annnbeleeving wife or ſervant ſhould bee je 
baptized becauſe they are of the honſhold;unleſſe it be ſuppoſed that the husband | ve 
or maſter being a beleever, the wife or ſervant cannot be an unbeleever; the con-| fan 
trary {aith he appeareth : and thus Mr.Tombs hath done his doe, and then cryeth| vi 
abſurd : but where lyeth the force of his inferences, and the abſurdity I cannot tet 
tell; Mr. Marſhall and Mr.Blake ſay, whole honſhelds were taken in ; but it fob-| 
lows all houſholds muſt come in; all or none all that is in ferred ont of thar,is,chatÞ ful 
the Goſpell may be received by a family : and maſter of the Funily may tenderallÞ*r 
ks family to bapriſine,& the commiſſioner to baptize all the world,nced enqui 
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wfurther intothe profeſſion of the family , bur may take the teſtimony df the 
Weſter for the whole family;for you change a terme,and ſay,ita wife or a ſervant; 
mkenocprofeſlion of fairh (you minde to the Miniſter)then an unbeleever 

tized; and ſo he may , though they ſhonld make profeſſion of faith : but 
throughout your whole Diſcourſe, make faith,and profeſſion of faith all one; 
neabaptiſtico, for lay that miſtake aſide which you mullt doe, and all Ana» 
huptits mouches areftopt ; for it is one thing to beleeve, and another to make 
pofefſion of faith : you mach talke of this honſhold , and that honſhold: belee- 
#| 1g; but ſhew me an bur the Eunuch that made any profeſſion of faith before 
| letiſime, in which caſe Philip did nor teack-him to confefle his faith ,, bur to be- 
[ikreonly:ic cannot be denyed,that the doftrin of faith ought to be taught comen 
__ that not as a preparation to baptiſine only, but for that the doctrine 
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fath is neceſſary toall actions; whatſocver is not of faith is finne : that which 
ar fromreceiving of tamilies, and from the Apoſtles commiſſion to bap- 
lk, Sdetions is that Nations may make Lawes for their whole Nations to be bap- 
ing) wed; and if the major part of a Nation doe according to their duty receive 
ol aptiſme, and undertake for the whole Nation to ſubmut themſelves to become 
lers of Chriſt, they may juſtly compell by any penalty to joyne with them in- 
r{tcexternall worſhip of God, Dem eſſe & colendwry, is the Law of Nature : all 
| bee] Nations have ever to ſerve ſome God, without which no humane ſociety 
x{-| ande : all ſocieties are united by a Covenant confirmed by an oath in 
nly ſome God, and doe agree upon fome publike worſhip of their God : 
by(batmay nota Chriſtian Nation agree npon the ſervice of God in Chriſt > may 
ttle}eynot enrole themſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt,and ſubmit to the publike wor- 
#{hipof God, of which baptiſme is the firſt ? this therefore is it which is drawne 
the femthe commiſſion directed to the Diſciples for the baptizing of Nations, that 
Nations may at as Nations, and families as families ; that is, that the more or- 
po-/Taicall parts muſt a& for the reſidue, the Magiſtrates for the Nation, the Maſter 
ee fatthe family for the family; otherwile it cannot be (aid tobe the at of the Nati- 
hey{ayor of the family,though a peſt fattwm may be hiſtorically related rooverſpread 
old | Nation that is done without any Nationall conſent to ſhew the univerſality of a - 
bee peading evill : yet where a duty is charged upon a Nation, it cannot be orderly 
and} eewved without a Nationall conſent : and that of the Gaolers houſhold doth ap- 
on-| fare to be ated by his conſent, as the text is plaine, AR.16.3 2. Paul preached to 
th} Yinthe houſe, but in 33. it is ſaid the the Gaoler was baptized and all his : as if 
not | text ſhould have ſaid, there were divers in the houſe that heard the word that 
fol | i Gaoler had nothing to doe with , but thoſe that were his he would preſent to 
turf fl to be baptized. Now whereas in 34- verſe it isnrged by Mr.Tombes that 
ral} ® royced beleeving in God with all his houſe : Iconfefſe Pafſor and o- 
ure Utsrender awozx/ ſo; yet it iS an adverbe of oh and can reaſonably fignifie no 
2 Mmore 


wer | þ 
di 
7. 


4.1 
- 


Pr Sathfaftion to M** Tombes 

more but the place where he rejoyced; beſides if n=orxi ſhould ſignific with 
Hehouſe, ME materi vam begin, becauſe none were bapt | 
but his , and if under the name of his , then he had an intereſt in preſentingtiag] ® 
Now man can haveno more intereſt in any then in his. children,they are hisiny| 
more eſpeciall manner ; NC, CRE at 
baptized, orclſe they were none of his, all his were baptized : where: ; 
Tombes faith, all the honſhald beleeved, or all that were baptized beleeved; fs 
plaine that the Maſter of the houſe onely is {aid to. beleeve, for the partich{Þ 
w$x15rvxs5 is referred to the nominative caſe, the adverbe that is -worx; thox 1 ( 
ſhould be tranſlated withall his houſe, is tobe referred to the verbe, which 
e2aMdoun rejoyced, they rejoyced to ſee their maſter or father ſo merry : if bag] 
ving had been referred to all the houſe,it mult have been wer” ine mwricwns 
dow credente with his houſe beleeving; whereas it is now to be rendred, hes 
leeving rejoyced with all his howſhold , none is ſaid to beleeve bur himſelf I 
Lydias caſe,zs likewiſe plaine : from whence it will appeare thara beleeyir ih 
One 007 meg re to baptiſme , though it doth not fell 
that a ing maſter may or will preſent thoſe of his ſervants or children, er 
are adult or of yeares without therr conſent , yer he may by his authority requihh 
them to it as an externall duty; he cannot compell them to any duty, or reſtras | 
them from any vice without their conſent, yet he may corre them, and indi} 
CC outward duty EA having wrought npon thi | 
to conſent and ſubmit, the commiſſioner may pie thr hu come op 
ted = the maſter of a family is a King, a Prophet, and a Prieſt, if by anyof 
offices he can prevaile with his houſhold , he may bring them to the performan } 
of their duties : 7 ns Iregns. 0 7, yeth on the Miniſter Ty 
#edenter to the faith of the baprized ; and is at leaſt annexed to doetrine, andnit | 
to fairh, they mult teach and baptize all Nations : now it is ine chey nut NOOR 
as well them that beleeve nor,as them that beleeve; againe baptizing is modwr (#0 
cexds,a manner of teaching; as T have ſaid, and ſhall further be made appearety 
on occaſion. Now whereas Mr.Tombes farther faith , that then it will foll 
that the whole houſhold muſt necefſarily beleeve if the Maſter doth , and proveth 
that ſome time it falleth out otherwiſe : I ſay, that thongh it bee the maſtert { 
husbands duty to move his family , yer he cannot alwaics prevaile ; and ſpecidl 
direftion concerning the wife'is given to ſuffer her in regard of the bond of W 
frimony and that under ſome limited and reſtrained tearms in hope of heros 
verſion; yet nothing is ſaid concerning ſervants bur that he may either force thed 
er be rid of them if they continue Tnfidels in that ſenſe, that is refuſe toliſt thes 
{elves among Diſciples ; the publike worſhip of ſame God being the bound 
all humane ſociety, 101.Pf. 6. He that walketh in a perfeR way , he ſhall ſet 
me: he that keepeth any ſervant that will not be baptized, is not a good Chriſt, 
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« | paeme,allmen of but baptifne j 
© | ay without conſent, itis , before; 
1 @lolcoo up two or three of them, becauſe 
+ 2 emakceth (lei ke occaſion to ſhew the weakneſſe 
od Inns 122 hate Ghergamants be wean, GOES, 


og. - . . . 
$41. Thetuſt argument of this ſort, is taken from the generall-promiſes to the 
| | frark ar ſeed, this hath already been handled lroapLcy ary armed 
of hateth, Exod. 20. 6. 002+ be Gan apa te ERP 
Tal amng temporall things, n ſpir1 as confeſſed | q—_— > : 
3 (es of gener and indefinite it muſt be ſo by reaſon of neceſſity of 
Otherwiſe indefinite would be particular ; ele&tion doth noe ſtop chil- 
m, they are ele when children, or never; theſe promiſes are with condition 
futh anc therefore not belonging to this place, ſaith Mr.Tombes. 
al. then he was too blame to bring it. a 
2 1/6. 49. 22. it is foretold,that Gentiles fkould bring their children in their 
| | 3 Onan ne ne when, nr Ko may Ge be been he 
{eſeof ts to have wers; ight 
| ward in tlarpiate 
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vother ends, which he proveth from Aſa. 19. 15. but | 

4 | ught to the Church according to the prophefic ? then Chriſt mult needs be un- 
= | | rap, rey rager them to come to me, mult be ; admir 
km. anto the aS I have ſaid; it is true, that men which come to the 

: arch, come for other ends then to be baptized, bur if baptiſime be the door of 
& } &&Church, as it is the facramentall door of the viſible Charch, nemine contrads= 
" ents,then whatſoever be their bufmneſſe, they did come in by 
Rem by the perfunſions in tich the GeneTea did portende detect 
the 10n$ in which the & di wade their chil- 

[ao inbrace Chriſt He formerly affirmeth little ones in armes arenot to be 
| lpuned, becauſe not capable of inſtru&ions, and muſt bringing of little ones in 


ues, be interpreted by inſtruftions ? it is true that Junius doth ſay, cam vexils 
jy quod off potentia Des ad ſalutem , hec onmnia allegorice dicuntur de am- 


: Fs ner Chriſti ſpiritalss ; but he doth not ſay, that bringing of children 
x | names ſhould be underſtood of grown children, capable of i jon, when 
F be literally underſteod. | X 
, | . ally, I ſhall only mention that argument, taken out of. Epbeſ. 5,26, where ic 
| | kad, Chriſt cleanſed his Church with waſhing of water the Word : 
; | famwhence it is argued, that the Church is waſhed with water of baptiſme, or 
f | *tpartaker of the wathing by the blood of Chriſt. To which Mr. Tombes 
| 


{ | keththis anſwer : chat if this argument be of force, the thief repenting on 
| Xavlle, Infants, carechumeny, martyrs, ec dying wichou upd, ' 
vl. :- G3 £ 
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axe out of che Church, and the benefit of Chriſt ; he ſhould have ſai 
eof theſewere capable of baptiſime, then were they excluded from the hang 

of Chriſts death, where God doth prevent any by death, the party ſo taken ay 
od, is not deprived of the benefit of Chriſts death ; is not tied to ſhy 
ments ſo, as that he cannot ſave without them, though contempt of ſacramentshy 
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ſinfull and damnable, GA 
agreeth not with the Lords inſtitution of baptiſme, Ergo. . « 
- Ideny the minor, Mr. Tundeyorovach becauſe Infants cannot be Diſciple o 
Chriſt ; I Gay they may. Mr. Tombes confeſleth Infants may be ſanRified, butts | 
known tous that they are ſanRified, neither from the inſtitution doth it appen 
that they muſt be Diſciples before they are baptized, much 1-fle that bo 
appear : The commiſſion to the Apoltles, and from them to all the Miniſter 
and teaching them what Chriſt ſhall command. The parties to be baptized; & | wh 
allnations, without any reſtriction atall ; their commiſſion is, to baprize allnts4 whe 
tions, and this in reference to that nationall covenant that then vas a - | bye 
make Di Sipies, isro limitation of perſons : Their commiſſion wayto __ 
nations Diſciples, which they were to execute, pro viribus , to thenttermoſtet 
their power ; the conjunRtion of baptiſme, and teaching, with making Diſc | 
Now, the ſetting down of theſe words, making Diſciples ; firſt is, becauſe thats 
was the endof their commiſſion firſt, in intention, ma firſt be propoſed: us Ji 
inall operations is neceffary, as if a man will have an hottſe built, a city conque-"F: 
means before they get the end, I have already ſpoken to this, and ſhall more filly 
12 my arguments that T-intend for childrens baptiſme': For, that which Maſt” || 
Tombes ſaith, then the children of Infidels mighr be baptized, I have already p&- 
bring up his childe in Chriſtian dofrine ; (nor is he that is an Infidell, hereinto: 
be believed) bur in Chriſt, Jewes and Gentiles are/all one, and a childe as 
pable of Chriſtian Religian, ( according to his education ) though his farherhe* 


Mr. Tomnbes his ſocond argument is, That which agreeth no with the lith 
inſtitution ofbaptiſme, is deſervedly doubrfull, bur the right of Intants baptifng 
cannot be made known-to us,that is not Mr.Tombes his argument, that vt miſthe 

: 

the Word to the end of the world, is to make Diſciples of all nations, ge of 

| that cation te; | re 

Jews, only the publike worſhip was limited to the Temple then,now-tgnoplag p 
wasnot with reſpect to any perſonall re&riction, but it 1s conjunttio hoy 
finems , make all nations Diſciples ; the meaning is, by baptiſme and reaching? 
red,an enemy taken; the firft thing that he propoſeth, is the thing that he will hve” 
done, and after direfeth,or conſulteth about the means, though they muſt uſe the" 
ken.of, that it is not incapacity of the childe that diſableth him trom bapriſme, it! 
is the fault of the parent that will not bring his childe, nor will undertakets. 
an Heathen, as if a Chriſtian ; the reaſon why the ſeed of Abraham had a priv- 
ledge, was, the Qrdinances were only in his houſe, as many as came to haveb- 
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ofthe Ordinances, were circumciſed, though not of Abrahams ſeed ; they 
were bought with money, or ſojourned in Abrahams houſe, nay, thoug 
y were reckoned as a family diſtin from Abrahams, and the males reckoned 
Abrahams males, but cheir own males; yet, -it they deſired to cate the 
yer, their males muſt be circumciſed, Exod. 1 2. 48. Thoſe that joyn them- 
$ to the Ordinances, and claim their interdſt in baptiline, andrcharion in 
tobe his Diſciples, they muſt be baptized, and their families, and as many 
they can undertake for, to bring to the outward means, if they can underrake 
whole nations, the commiſſioners may not refuſe them : they muſt be ſuffered 
ame, if any will undercake to bring them, though children. Now, that fa- 
te5by undertaking to bring their children to hearing and to leaming, whar is 
wy of God, do no more then their dutic, and what they can readily per- 
mm, and do bring their children to Church, and take order for their catechizing, 
(were the a as carefull as they ought) were a great means ts goo- 
| Religion and Piety among men, and 1s often required in the Scripture from 
| &fither,That is,by this Anabaptiſticall tener laid only upon the Miniſter, which 
wieth into a great incumbrance, and negle of the inffruQion of the people, 
+ fiery many have been enforced to fall into that inexcuſable error that all men 
Ke | nethe office of a Miniſter, if baptized themſelves, and have gifts, ſuch as the 
ity oP ove of : But, grant that the nations muſt be made Diſciples, be- 
: : baptized, that allnations muſt believe before Diſciples ? 
| ow,that every party muſt believe that- is baptized, quod convenit parts, 
: Whers convent tots gratia iftizs partis , that which agreeth toany part, agreeth 
{be whole,by reaſon of the part ; but not coevery part ? the whole man ſeeth 
| luseye (1 ſpeak de «x 2idexds) but not with any other member, bur ha- 
mpgotten the knowledge by the eye, the ſoul implieth other members more 
wwe, todo their office : So the Magiſtrates that are not only the fenſe, but 
ing of the nations believing may be baptized, and by the duty of 
liirplace, require others to be baptized alſo : Afov quicquid totius etiam partis 
tv tetic integrantibus, a man muſt ſce before he go into the river to be waſhed, 

i with his eye,not with his foot ; but when he is wafhed, his foot may be 
wed ao: the nation believerh by the Magiſtrate by whoſe authority the 
Me nation is pur to ſchool to Chriſt, and is baptized, which is an du- 
pump be required by the Magiſtrate : as for faith, we have no Lords of 


on 


LESLEY Sx 8-3 


here every man muſt give an account of his faith to the Lord of faith, Je- 
ab upon his ay In the mean time, it is a moſt inſolent arrogancy, and 
kwnied toScripture,for any man to judge of anothers faith. Saint Paul faith,not 


» LSD, 3. M4. 3-i> £5 T. ir x | 


| dominion over your faith, but as helpers of your joy : 2 Cor. 1. 24 and 
F WntPreer,not as Lords over the flock : if cheers they are not Lords,how come 
wbeJudges > whar do Lordſhip conſiſt ina name, or in judicature ? _ 
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' be but weake and childiſh I | 
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' as man cantake notice of whether done or not : and ifa man becalled tom 
count whether he hath baptized ſuch a perſon or not, or whether he wetity 

ricd an Infant tobe baptized, who baptized him? he may beable toproye 

Fm 3. ao pare and therefore they are of humane cognizance : ie [WM 
who hath faith, and who not, CN BEny CY w | 14 
and therefore man cannet judge : But ſome man will ay, the foot doth | 
becauſe not capable for want of organs; but every man is capable of faith, tity [# 
fot the queſtion, whether all are capable of faich, T mean men of all condition. {99 
but whether faich be of tumane cognizance,neither is that argument of ay [- 


that faith is ndceflary to make 11. Dayton Seem therefore untill the 
_hiſters are inted that the perſons to be baptized have faith, they may 


baptize them by the ſame rule, becauſe no humane a&ion can be well donew 

out faith, no humane aRion can be required of any man by the Civill Magiftty 
&ſoat one blow al humane ſociety is deſtroied;but man muſt require all dui 

men that they can judge of leaving the inner part of icto the ju tof Got | 
who onlycan judge the heart:for as the negle& of a duty is ſmful,fo no fin fort h® 
aStoenter upon the Prerogatives of God, who only can judge the heart, ſotht} 
whatſoever is pretended from uy Srock of wryy > nga Bapriſine ; 

this 


one place where the profeſſion of required of the perſon to be baptng* | % 

v. - echind ame is-xaken from the praQtice of the Apoſtles and John PP 
Baptiſt, which ſaith he,” are the beſt Expoſitor of the Inſtitucion, butTIdenyis | 
the expoſition cannot goe before the text, John the Baptiſt chat neverlivedtols | ®® 
the inſtitution could not expound the words he never heard of: bur he affirmeth | * 
that baptiſme cannot be adminiſtred to Infants after the ſame manner as the & þ® 
 poſtlesand John the Bapriſt did 4dmunuſter it; for confirmation whereof he alin | 
meth that the Jewes did confeſſetheir finnes before Baptiſine, and the Apdlla } #9 
before Bapriſme, did require hews of faith and repentance. ke - 
Firſt, that they did confeſſeſins before Bapriſine, he proveth out of Mat. i 
ww 


they were baptized of John jn. Jordan confeffing their fins : but doth thisprot 

that every partiaular perſon did confeſſe his finnes to: John the Baptiſt, andtkit | ? 
this c ion was before Baptiſm, or that it was an orall confeſſion? none = 
al theſe chings are neceffarily drayune out of the words; the words are,) ng hs 


| #«z 
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by v 
h he ſay nothing ) that he was defiled, but if an orall confeſſion 
do not yeeld, yet whether they made their confeſlion before or 
me, is not ſaid, nor can be proved out of the Text; neither can a pre- 
| mm from an hiſtoricall narration, that theſe men did confeſſe their tins, 
was much as it can prove, that it is lawfull for thoſe that can confeſſe their ſins 
Gd; bat all that may be baptized muſt confefſe their (ins, will no way fol- 

| : For the ſecond lace, Lwke 3. 10. that is, ſore miſtaken place. 

Kefurther affirmeth, that the Apoſtles did require before bapriſme, ſhewes of 
6 | kth, and repentance, and citeth many places our of the As; whereas not one 
| ppencthgrovers any ſuch thing, that the Apoſtles did require any man 
+5 I paake any ſhew of his taich, or repentance before baptiſme ; it is true, chey 
_ mentobelieve and repent, but not take any account, or require them, ar 
{| my perſon togive any account to any Miniſter before they were baptized, ler 
Ef itbeproved, and the buſineſſe is ended, to uſe his phraſe ; bur, to give a full 
x | mliver toall that can be alledged of that kinde from Scripture, I fay, that the 
hhaliles did indeed preach faith, repentance, and bapriſme altogether, but what- 
per was {aid of faith and repentance, in reference tobaptiſme, was cither do- 
mall, or hiſtoricall ; what was dodtrinall, was without any implication of ac- 
= Lmttobe given, othervyiſe then to God ; we can faith, bur take noac- 
W I of it: what is hiſtorically related of faith, repentance, cannot imply 


confeſſion or manifeſtation, otherwiſe then in the very a& of bapriſine it 
&cing it was impoſſible for the Apoſtles to baptize nations, and countries, 
«dcites, ifno credence had been given to the do&rine of baptiſme z ſo that their 
7% | nation that they believed and were baptized, might well be related by the 
& | Maran, though nothing were intended but that,that they were baptized : For, 
& | Mea Hiſtorians relate any fat done, they take liberty to obſerve the neceſſary 
£ {tres and circumſtances of the fat, without any other implication, tiien thac 
Af hit was done z nay, had not the Holy Ghoſt mentioned any beleeving at all, 
Pp keonly aid that they were baptized, we might have inferred from the fact, 
"I Mithoutraſhneſſe, that if Peter, or Paul, or any of the Apotles did baptize, them 
4 |  Judez, Jeruſalem, that is, the prevailing party did belceve, that there was 
| \-2p; credit given to their dofrine, that they did believe there was ſome 
of good or benefit that was like tocome of bapriſme, or otherwiſe they! 
& | Fd not have endured one or two men to have baptrzed them, but that a pro- 
Wonof faith ina catecheticall way,whereof = Apoſtles did, and of duty oughe 
| ts 
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totake account, - that is not fail ; I hope, to make appear on juſt occaſion ing 
done. : 
gw fourth argument 1s taken from the next age immediately ſucceding thy 
Apoſtles ; - what 1s faid concerning that point, is not argumentative,it dependah 
only upon humane teſtimony, and men that give teſtimony thereto, are part 
related where their reſtunony is agreed upon, that they did fay fo, asthey arr \ a 
ported, yet their credit is. queſtioned by him that diſlikerhtheir ſaying ; ſoqg. 
rimes that part of the work, out of which any thing is alledged, «s proclaims 
ſpurious, and that very author that we are content toalledge, with honourgwha 
he ſpeaketh for us, him we beſpatter and vilifie, when againſt us ; ſo that why 
yok, 6 ſaid of this kind,favoreth rather of affection, oſtentation of reading, thang | 1 
argument,and yeeldeth matter of concertation,rather then ſatisfaRion; and they 
fore I leave the Reader that defireth to know more of this matter, to Dr. H 
and others, that may wreſtle with Mr. Tombes in this point, my reſolution be 
only to.deal with him in ſuch things as may carry ſhews of argument our 
Scripture, and ſo I come to the next argument. = 
-- Thefirſtargument is of the fame nature with this, that the ages that diduſ 
baptiſme, took it upon wrong principles, as a tradition and imitation of Jexilh,|,m 
circumarſiongwithout univerſall practice, mixed with other errors. Among App 
ſtolicall traditions, many were vainly reported and taken up to countenance ſens | i 
rall errors, as delivered from the Apoſtles ; if ſome have diſclaimed the proof 
Scripture for childrens bapriſme, and held it notwithſtanding lawfull fromwes 
ker grounds, that doth 'notany way weaken the attthority of Scripture, and 
ſtrength of reaſon taken from thence. If any one hath proved baptiſme lawful 
from Apoſtolicall tradition, that doth not hinder me, or any other from proving 
it lawfull by Scripture, netther doth the mixing it with errors in the ſamep: 
make the bapriſine of Infanrserroneons, it fo, all traths-wonld quickly be tumel 
intoerrors, ſccing few men have been without their ſlips, which yet have not h, 
only held, but defended and propagated with admiration many pretious truths: 
Mr. Tombecs would be loth, if his Anabaptiſme be convicted erroneous, thatdl 
that he hath, or ſhall hereatter ſpeak, ſhould be therefore reputed erroneous: by () 
the ſame reaſon, all the truths that were taught among Papiſts, are ee nome &- 
Toneons, becauſe they taught them ; ani{ ſo not only the doctrine of the Trinity, 
but the incarnation of Chriſt, the reſurre&ion of the dead, were therefore ent 
necus. becauſe thoſe that held theſ things, held likewiſe many other herefrs 
and fo his tenth argument islikewiſeanſ\vered. 
His 6,7, 8, and 9. argam-nes, are ſoneer alike, and alt to little purpoſe, that] 
| | rohaveomitted them, bur that men would have given ſone 
other conſtruftion then thar they were-wealk, 'and therefore omirred, I ſnl 
therefore fay ſomething of them, leſt men willing tobe deceived, ſhould place 
fwength, where indeed there is none. | ts 
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\Retellethus in his ſixth argument, that Infants baptiſme hath cauſed many 
arentions to fupport it,and Mth occaſioned defect m Church policy, but proveth 
aneofthat which he faith : Re only affirmerh, that Infants-baptiſme was ſup- 

by ſureties and Epiſcopall confirmation ; and that it brought in Church- 


| Qyenant 4S 2 ration to the Lords Supper, for abuſes that may creep in with 
| gry, cy dono take away the goodneſ?. or lawfulneſfe of the LG: it ſl 
His ſeventh argument accuſeth baptiſme of Infants, with four errors : Firſt, 
tatbaptiſme conferreth grace by the work done : The tecond is regeneration > 
Techird, Infants dying afe ſaved by the faith done : The forth, regenerate per- 
knsmay fall from grace. 
Totheſe two arguments,T plainly fay,that none of all theſe things are occaſioned 
bylnfants ws Ana if fo,men may not doubt of the goodnefle of all ſuch things 
picked men may, or will take occafion to be offended at : for then Chriſt and 
deGoſpel ſhould be principally queftioned, the great ſtumbling ſtone and reck 
doffence ; {o that occaſion of offence is an argument, rather of goodnefle then of 
wit, Satan being moſt ready to entice us to corrupt our beſt ations, 
Whatdothbaptizing Tnfants imply the conferring of grace by the work done? 
Jap, we ſay of Baptiſine,as Saint Paul of circnmcilton,that is, mor bapriſme that is 
atwzrdin the cer2mony, but that which is of the heart ; but the praiſe of that 
gnot ofman, but of God : we cannot praiſe men for baptiſme of the heart, God 
kptizerh, ſeeth, judgeth the heart, we bapriſe the body, but leave the reſidue to 
Godonly; in ſteed of Chriſt, we teach thoſe children that by their parents are 
Irought ro be enrolled the diſciples of Chriſt, the things that Chriſt hath com- 
amznded us, and tel the baptized, when they come to be catechiſed, that the 
miſt have the effect of their bapriſme by faith in Chriſt, and not by the moth 
&ne. What Mr. Tombes, are all Pedobaptiſts Papiſts ? theſe are ſtrange calum- 
ties; and 1yhry muſt Infants baprtiſme neceffarily imply, that the regenerate may 
kllaway from grace ? can none of your baptized perſons that are baptized being 
«Fill yeers fall away from the effeRt and benefit of their baptiſme ? if that be 
een hereſie, that ſuch men as are judged believers by your Miniſters, and fo ad- 
edged fit for bapriſme, and baptized, cannot ever after fall away from grace, I 
mwnot what is. I hope Religion and knowledge of God, is not brought to 
tutontwyard formality that all ſhould conſiſt in your humane judicature.it ſeems, 
& Tombes, when he baptizeth any he will promiſe the parties he baptizeth, 
ttthey ſhall never fall fromgrace. I have heard many ignorant peaple uſe this 
zgument, but that Mr. Tombes, a man cried up for learning, ſhould uſe ſuch an 
munent, is admirable and ſtrange ro me; and certainly, by this Mr. Tombes 
Whplainly conface himſclt guilty of that opinion, that baptiſme doth conferre 
my the work done : For he inferrerh, that if children may be baptized in In- 
then men may fall away from grace, bceauſe many, not withſtanding their 
f H 2 _*. _ baptiſmg, 


-- 
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tiſme, become wicked afterward, doth not this imply, that if they werebag: 
FS) they ey mr ? if baptiſme do not conferre grace by the —_ 
how can 1t be 1 , that ſuch men,as after baptiſme turn wicked,do fall wy 
from grace ? Saint Paul,ſpeaking of falſe teachers,.1 7ob.2, 19. ſaith of them, thy 
went from us, becauſe op megenecet us: not that they fell away fromgny, 
hc they deſerted the profeſſian, becauſe they were not gracious : but, faith 
Mr. Tombes, if baptiſme be adminiſtred to Infants, and they walk not accondi 
ro their profeſſion, they fall fram grace, no ſuch matter unleſſe Mr. Tombes 
fay, baptiſme cannot be adminiſtred bur to the gracious, they fall from bapti 
and ſo will many that Mr. Tombes, or any the moſt diſcerning of themall, ngs 
withſtanding all the caution that can be taken, or elſe it were a moſt aſs 
come undertheir hands which cannet be imagined,unlefſe it low from 
rion of the work done, ſome of them that paſſe their examination will 
iy be unfaithull,or at leaſt _y be ſuch, for ought they\can do to prevent it; ſothy 
af they do deceive them and obtain bapriſine, then| baptiſme muſt conferrecy 
grace, or they may remain ungracious {till ; and ſo notwithſtanding theirbyp 
tifme, tliey cannot be ſaid to fall away from grace which they never had, 


they ſhould rcnonnce their baptiſme,muchleſſe by not walking anfwerabletothy 


arg into which they are baptized, or not behaving themfelves as Diſciple 
tto do. jiq 

-. The eighth drgpaeve is taken from this, That baptiſme of Infants hath cauſed 
many faults and abuſes in _—_ worſhip, and converſation ; this is likewiſe 
only faid,nothing proved in it,he reckoneth ten of theſe : Firſt, private bapriſme: 
Secondly,baptiſme by women : Thirdly,of unborn Infants : Fourthly,Baptizi 
Infants of uncertain progeny : Fifthly, they that are|baptized in the the name 
the Lord, know not the Lord : Sixthly, it hath brought in the admiſſion of igns 
rant and prophane perſons into the Church, and unto the Lords Supper; for who 
can deny rightly the right of the Church to the baptized ? Seventhly,it perverteth 
the order of diſcipline ; that firſt a man be baptized, and after .among the cat 
chiſed : Eighthly, the ſacrament of baptiſine is turned intoa prophane meeting 
feaſt together . Ninthly,men forget baptiſine ; ſothat it hath the force of a camall 
Tight, and not a ſpiritual. inſtitution : Tenthly, it eaketh away,or at leaſt dim 
nyherh the zeal and induſtry of knowing the Goſpell : But, be all theſe faults? 
and are all of theſe lowing from Infants bapriſmne ? 

_ Firſt, I ſhall ſhew, that many of theſe have no affinity at all with Le 
rilme. Firſt, private baptiſme hath nothing todo with Infants bapriſine; 
that Infants may be baptized publikcly ; nay, Lawes may be made, requir 
their publike bepgifane, though Infants ; nay, the NireQory is ar this time 
penned, and in all times pnblike baptiſme was principally aimed at and deſired; 
apd for the moſt part ſo performed ; what he meaneth by private baptiſme, 14 
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bis ſceptical Exer citation, 53 
wekoow'; baptiſime in an houſe among ſo many as make a congregation, I can- 
wedilcerne bs that can well be accounted any ſuch fault : Iam fure he hath 


it. 
% He telleth us that baptizing of Infants hath broughe in the baptizing by 
yomen, a5 though Miniſters may not baptize children as well as women. 
+4. The baprizing of Infants hath brought in the baptizing of children noe 


[gictolight-:. for mypart, Ican ſay nothing, bur wondet at fuch an ing 


_ for baptizing of children of uncertaine progenie; I know nothing of it, 
if any man that is a Chriſtian himſclfe will undertake cobring him ups 
ner aha ized, 
-41, They are baptized in the name of the Lord that know not the Lord :; what 
prenicnce from that ? Ir is true, St. Paul ſaith, No man can call upon him of 
he hath not heard : It would indeed urn the forme of ſome probablity 
Fence efcrr unto the perſon that did call on thename of the Lord) thar 
were ſomething abſurd : but doth it follow, becauſe no man can call on him of 
whom he hath not heard; therefore he cannor call on the name of God in the be= 
lk ofany but ſuch as have heard of God ?- none can pray but thoſe that have 
kith : but may nota faithfull man pray for an Infidell>- may not a Chriſti 
puent pray for his chulde, becauſe the childe doth not know the Lord ? this were 
| : &sfor the childs conſent, I fay fo tarre as concernes the Covenanc 
ktween God and man which is ſealed in Baptiſme , conſent is not required en 
part to the obligation : we are bound to obedience, and are under the ſan&i- 
| tion if we conſent not : and this is the very reaſon why circumci-' 
fawhich had as great a reſped to the circumciſion of the hearc as baptiſme,was 
anne, and nothing without faith as baptiſme was , yer ſtamped on the infants 
etheJewes, wherein the Scripture is not ſilent ; therefore this argument is not* 
day force that bapriſme is not to be adminiſtred to Infants, becauſe they doe 
totconſent , ualeſſe the conſent of the party to be baptized were required to the 
®ligation: if the childe were free from thoſe duties unto which he is ryed by his' 
untill he had conſented thereuntozit were a great wrong to baptize him 
{thereby lay a yoke upon him without his conſent, from which he were other-' 
miſefree; but whether he conſent or not, the obligation of obedience and faith 
je on him, and the ſantion of wrath and condemnation attendeth on the In- 
land diſobedient whether they conſcnt or not, whether they are baptized or 
tt; ſothat conſent both to obedience, and faith, and baptiſme ; whether bap- 
tne be repreſented to them as already done, or to be dene, is required of him 
lktis «d#/tus or of yeares, as a duty, not as liberty ; the refuſing toconſent 
$1 finneand puniſhable both by God and man, though theſe conſiſt much 
vuternalls, of which only Gol can judge and puniſh : faich and n——_ 
| H 3 9 
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of the heart ; but as for the externalls of Gods worſhip, ſuch as are the exten 
rite of baptiſine that is to- be performed in the ſight of men , and men muy 
quire him that is of yeares to conſent to his baptiſme, laying the negleR on hin 
as a ſinne, and puniſhing him for it as for adultery, fornication, or any other pub. 
like offence, leaving the matterof faith which 1s private, to the judgement 


God: ſolikewiſe may the Nations receive baptilme for the whole , as all othe | 


externalls, requiring parents to bring their children as before : I have thoy 
good to ſpeake ſomething to this point, becauſe it ſeemeth to carry ſomeſhewd 
reaſon with it, that noman ſhould be tyed roa Covenant unto which hee neve 
gave any conſent, which in free covenants is true, though in publike covenany 
we are tyed by the covenants of our Anceſtors, and are bound by thoſe lawes wee 
are borne under,made by the conſent of our parents;bur in the caſe between God 
and us, he made us,and giveth lawes to us,under which we muſt live or dye(Trke 
Lawes here ina generall ſenſe toſignifie direion for faith and repentance, s 
well as any other rules of life) not by vertue of our owne conſent, but Godsab 
ſolute right and authority. | | 

6. Mr.Tombs telleth us, that baptizing of Infants hath brought the admiſſion 
of ignorant and prophane perſons unts the communion of the Church,and tothe 
Lond Supper ; for who can deny rightly the rite of the Church to the baptized? 

0 he. " 

TothisI anſwer, that the engagement of the parent, ro inſtru his child 
(which is but his duty) will certainly be a great meanes tofer men upon theper- 
formance of their duty therein, when men ſhall ſolemnly in the preſence of 
before a congregation be charged with the bringing up of therr children in the 
feare of God, that they muſt looke to their owne converſation that it be exe» 
plary to their children; if this be not performed by the parents, yet the charging 
it upon them out of Gods word, cannot but be 3 meanes rather to keep ont 1gno- 
rance and prophanenefſe then to bring them in ; canany means be uſed by man 
more available then to inſtruct children in their tender years in the knowledge 
of God ? Certainly God hath informed us, that this is the moſt laſting know 
ledge that wee learned in tender yeares, and our experience doth abundantly 
confirme this. Now what greater care can bee had by the Church then in 
luch a ſolemne and facramentall manner for a man to bee charged with the 
education of his childe as aScholler of Chriſt, as ſoon as he is able to learne a 
thing ? if this bea way to introduce prophaneneſſe and ignorance, I knownot 
what can keep it out; but he implyethas a great ſinne;, that ignorant perſons 
ſhould beadmitred into communion of the Church,and the Lords Supper;for thi 
admictance into the communion of the Charch, it any thing may be argned from 
thence touching the unlawtulneſſe of Infants baptiſme, a juſt and due trat 
to be inſtituted, wherein the whole queſtion muſt be.ſtated ; what is meanth 
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amnion of the Church, whether he underſtand the viſible.or inviſible Church, 
whoſe office it is to admit, and whole to ſhut ont of the Churches commnnion> 
watbe the rites of a viſible and what of an inviſible Church ? how can the In« 
kntcome and+demand the Lords Supper, which he diſtinguifheth from the com- 
| gunion of the Church (but how I cannot rei1) untill they be 1nſtruRed to know 
Lords body to remember the death of Chriſt, and examine themſelves, which 
Sy ae commanded to doe, and then eat ? bur where 1s the Miniſter commanded 
pawethe Sacrament to all that are in the Church,or elſe to turne them out of the 
Qurch? theſe things muſt be proved plainly , orelſe otherwiſe the argument 
{nmefrom hence againſt childrens baptiſime is ab ignotioribus - Chriſt giveth 
jmacharge to baptize all Nations : you ſay nay : we ſhall then ler in ignorant 
wdprophane perſons into the Church; you will not baprize any untill they be fic 
preceive the Sacrament : you were as good {ay,you will make commiſſions your 
fs : Chriſt bids baptize and teach : you fay there is more in the matter then 
6; you wyl baptize when you pleaſe, and whom you pleaſe, they that will bee 
—_— paſſe your cenſure, and ſtay your leaſure. | 
hids you teach, and ſo much examination as is needfull for teaching ma 

_ from thence : but did God give you in charge to admit and refule, 


(give youany rules by which ye might walke in the diſcharge of this dury > if 


' [6e _y_ then juſtly plead this right, and make that an argument toremoye all 


thin its way. But I wonder -extremely at-the intemperatez6ale of 
foe that plead the duty of admitting and refuſingofmenex officio fromand to 
knaſine, and the Lords Supper ; and herein the Lords Supper is the moſt cryed 


s {Opaviledge which you here fall upon (whether our of your owne opinion) as it 


tems by ſome is ſuſpected, or to confute your wa hpons, and make this as a 
mm eoprove that Infants may not be baptized, becauſe-none may be adunig- 
tothe Lords Supper that are wickedzthough far may partI doe not underſtand 
wXonſequence how baprizing infants and charging their parents tobring them 
wiathe fear ofGod would be.a means to cheriſh and foſter up.ignorance and fin, 
kchere men cry out againſt liberty tocome to the Lords Supper as if that would 
qkee the Sacrament, and countenance ſin;as though men might not have liberty 
vame tothe Lords Supper upon their own examination , and yet might juſtly 
for their ſins when they can be proved EING : may not men 
wechoice of their owne habitations and drinke when they pleaſe, and yet be 
Wh puniſhed for adultery and drunkenneſſe? I donot know but the Magiſtrate 
wy luppreſſe and puniſh ſio;though men may be allowed their liberty to receive 
*nments : For my part, L wiſh ſojae ſkricter courſe were taken withſin 
The ſeventh fault Jaid to the charge of Infants bapriſine, is that, i perverts the 
At of diſcipline , that firſt a —_ baprized , and after among the catechized; 
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Whol pray you,Mr. Tombes did lay downe this for an order of gue | 
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ſeems Sacramentsare ſubſervient principally te Diſcipline : I had thought | 
"of Sacraments had been for peve Zea of lone, ted | þ 
'  Butletusonce heare where this diſcipline is, what footſteps in thed 
praQtice of Chriſt and his Apotles: As for the praRtice of the Apoſtles, theny 
"nothing found but converſion, and baptizing, without any interpoſition ofti 
that of Matth. 3. 5,6. there Jeruſalem, Judea, and. all the region round abay | 
Jordan, came to John the Baptiſt, and were baptized'of him ; as like «Ar ,, m1 
*catechiling cither of theſe perſons: iF ever they meant to know Chriſt, uithes, #£ 
 techiſed after their baptiſme, ornot at all; T underſtand not any ſuch duty 
Ecchiſing,if not comprehended in the duty of teaching ; and doth this ſeem 
"ſo ſtrange to you,that men ſhould be tanght after they are baptized 2 What? 
not men be taight after they have bargained to be diſciples ? This is all ane, 
x man ſhould bargain with a School-maſter,that his ſon ſhould be his { 
from thatday forward, the School-maſter ſhould never teach him ; bur ths 
ther dependeth npon the uſe of the Ancients, then authority of the Ward, _ 
 Thethreelaſtconfure themſelves ; as for recriminarion,l ſee the Anabaptilsh | & 
ſoundly paid with abuſes and faults,that have been laid to their charges by aches q 
that I ſhall not meddle withthemin this point, #/«- per ſe, abu/u: per accidew, } 7 
Theninth Reaſon, that which cauſeth unnecefſary diſputes, that cannot he&#Þ 
termined by any certain rule, that is deſervedly doubrfull : but the tenet of is # 
'fants baptiline is ſuch. All theſe diſputes aredetermined by acertain rule; wial# 
the commiſſion plainly the Miniſters to baptize all the world, ſoas 
can make them diſciples, if any will undertake to bring them up in the fear 
God, and inſtru&tion of the Goſpel : or they of yzers do undertake for 
 fubmiſſionto the Goſpel, they may be —_ this is the rule of the W, 
Abraham had not only right to circumciſe his own children, bur he might buzz 
 childe and circumciſe it ; nay, if he bought it, he muſt circumciſe it. | 
But that they muſt be taughrfirſt, cell me how will Mr. Tombes fatigh bf 
the donbts that may ariſe from hence ? how much they muſt learn firſt,how lane 4% 
they muſt be catechumeni? ſecondly, who mult judge of their ſufficiency ? think 5 
ly, what if any ſhould baptize them before they were fic > whether that muſthe 
accounted a void at, andthe party put again among the catechumeni? | 
whether, if this accounted valid, the party that was baptized before 
were ſufficiently catechized, muſt for ever after remain ignorant ? together with 
many other of the like nature, which I ſhall put among my reaſons forchi 
drens baptiſmne. 
The tenth Reaſon is the ſame with the firſt, only there he handleth accidew ſm 
ſubjeFo, here inſabjeFo ; there he faith, it was mixed with other errors : hen, 
chat thoſe that held Infants baptifme,held othererrors ; therefore I conceive ti 
aircally anſyered, of 


vl 


, 


EEC FT#ZRFYSs 


his ſcepticall Exercitations. J9 
venth, Pedobapriſts not among themſelves,' when Anabaptiſts do 
p be an Cm till then ; and yet anſwerable,that men may ſooner 

mein cvill then good, as ariſing from a more common principle. 
Ind/now I am at laſt cometo his laſt Reaſon, and that a weighty one, faith 
Tombes : But it is taken only from a ſeeming effe of Infants bapriſme ; if 
whe any weight in an Argument, from an effect, that is, «b effefu,proxime, c- 
we; but chis doth but ſeem to take away one end, and, perhaps, the primary 
Katbepriſine; that it ſhould be a figne the baptized ſhewerh humſelf diſciple, 
wiconteſſerh the faich. Mr. Tombes telleth us, chat many things argue, that ie 
ub pn one bus keepeth his arguments to himſelf ; for my part, know 
ine, tknow nothing ed upon the party to be baptized, as a preparation to 
thaptiſine : as for profeſſion of faith, that 1s no where required ; its crue,Philip 
av} Gteach the Eunuch bapriſine, and faith, bur profeſſion of faith he taught him 
5+ | ke: Iris likewiſe true that St. Luke doth hiſtorically relate, that the Eunuch did 

+ | aſeſſe his faith, bur of this before. 

[5% Fur Mr.Tombes doth prove that men muſt confeſle their faith before baptiſine, 
kn | ſc bapriſme is a ſigne that the baptized ſhewerh himſelf a diſciple, and con- 
* | ih himſelf a diſciple. Tothis, I firſt ſay, that baptiſme may be a ſigne of pro- 
i: 66, but nat  facramencall figne : A facramentall ſigne is to ſignifie whar 
pilt hat! je co ſignifie, namely, food and now iſhmente ; this is the end of a 
tolcad our infirmities to the apprehenſion cr thegrent gy en Og. 
of Chriſt, the parti= 


weekend the verruc and efficacy © the body and bl 
tion of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, panbgery booms. hap re cc 


te Gon of the things of God. Ir is true, out 
ihents, whereunto we are bound by vertue of the command of Chriſt ; b 
efent jon of the facrament is not in our duty, but in Gods mercy ;' were 
:& [{Kour duty converſant about an incomprehenſible objeA, we ſhould have had 
heed of Cacraments : But, for Mr. Tombes to deny ſacraments tobe viſible 
nes of grace, without giving any reaſon for it, when St. Luke doth plainly tell 
that baptiſme doth waſh away fin, eA@ 22, 16. ariſe and be baptized, and 
ahaway thy fin : and St. Paul doth tell us plainly, that the bread which we 
| rurkge communion of the body of Chriſt, ſhewing that it is a diſtribution of 
ebody of Chriſt ; communieation is properly, /aperioram ad inferiora ; I re- 
(ember I haye read in Ariſt. Topic. 416.4. cap.1. Partic .6, Keck. /ib.1, 72. that 
ſoticipare eſt [uſtipere ejus quod communicatur definitionem ; and Keckerman in 
te quoted place ſaith, c#-owe ind vidua, multa commmuicant : ut ignu calorens 
Pe; where you ſee, that communication is ſtill rendred by giving the whole 
ureand definitions as 59 #xiver/a/s, or in exciting qualitatem fimilarem, a like 
manother body ; ' whereby ir muſt appear, that Chriſt in the ſacrament, 
communicate or diſtribute ſome grace among us : as for our duties, that by 
I vertue 
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vertne of the command are annexed to the receiving of the ſacrament, thoſe 
externall ro the nature of the facrament,. though | neceſſary to the effigy 
thereof unto us : This muſt needs be a declining cauſe, that enforcerh f 
ſtrongeſt patron of it in its defence, to deny the nature of a ſacrament. 
But ſee further : Mr. Tombes faith, that baptiſme is a ſigne of profeſſion. Py. 
Feſſion 1s taken popularly and materially for the Art or Trade that om 
and then men may be ſaid to wear ſome badge or ſigne of his profeſſion ; att 
wiſe, in a proper-and ſtrit ſenſe, Profeſſien is nothing elſe, bur a ſigns © 
fomething in the heart or minde of him that doth profefle; ſo that neo 
of onr faith is bur a ſigne of our faith, and a (igne of that profeſimj 
but a figneof a figne ; nay, profeſſion it ſelf is more manifeſt then any kay 
ment can be, and therefore needeth no ſigne ; but grant it were theſigne ofax 
profeſſion, what were that toprove that profeſsion muſt be before baptiſmey 
fignum & fignatum be ſimul nature, the ſigne and thing ſignified, are of theſe {q 
continuance, one cannot be before another: Here is in this argument another I Z 
cumſtance ; that baptiſine is frequently pur for doArine : therefore dothig}5 
mult go before baptiſme, nay rather, then baptiſine doth teach : for that whikh& 
is any where tranſlated metaphorically, muſt have reſemblance with thepr | 
rivelignification : as if a man ſhallcall his ſon the ſtafte of his age, the ſont 
Yaſtain his father in his feeble condition: though I donot know how any ofthe 
places do proveany ſuch thing, that baptiſme is taken for dofrine, otheryil | 
then materially, as in Afs 10.37. John is ſaid to preach baptiſme : ſois «_ 
preach repentance. As for Mr. Tombes Argument from witchcraft, whichkIF 
confuteth, Ileave every judicious Reader to think what he pleaſcth, asnot bey 
worthy the confideration of a Divine ; and thns I conceive Mr. Tombs Argumat|% 
anſwered. I come now at laſt, to mine own Arguments for Infants baptiſn th 
Thoſe that in mans judgement onght to be eſteemed fir for the kingdomea 
God,are by manto be admitted to the priviledges of the kingdome,viz.baptilme, A 
but all Infants in mans judgement are to be eſteemed fit for the kingdome of Gat 
therefote all Infants muſt be admittted to the priviledges of the kingdom if 
HMatth. 39.13. 
I have already diſcuſſed this point, Chriſt findeth fault with his Diſciples, in 
not ſuffering little children to come, and faith not, I know theſe are of the kins 
dome of God ; but telleth his Diſciples, not only they, that were brought, bit 
fach, as they, and that not only ſuch as they in his ſtimation, but their view, 
otherwiſe there had been no ground of a rebuke) but commendation ; rebukesk 
inſtructions for the time to come, atleaſt, it is not well done ; do ſonome; 
when you ſce any ſuch as theſe are,ſuffer then, and forbid them not. Youſeeti 
Precept for the future is generall, men donot uſe to rcprove but to the purpol, 
Ut rhe thing reproved beng more done ; therefore the Diſciples were to 
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* not them only, but ſach as they were(and that in an aſſignee liknefſe, name- 
oy = were little children)as fit for the kingdome of God,and upon that 
h 


and ſuffer them to come to Chriſt. 1f theſe and the like had only been fit for 
kingdome of God in the eftimation of Chrift by his omniſcience, here had not 
pj; (heomarter of reproof, but commendation : Chriſt would then have faid rather, 
> | »&d wal to forbid the little children to come tome, for you did not know 
the kingdome of God did belong to them ; neither can I give you any 
jon concerning other children for the time to come, becauſe you cannot telf 
the kingdome of heaven doth belong ; however, let theſe come ; for ! 
the kingdome of heaven doth belong to them, and ſuch eleR children as 
- but ye ſee Chriſt doth rebuke them, and thereby giveth them direRi- 
forthe time to come, which he could not have done, if the likeneſſe had beerr 
and things only known to God. | 
"Bathere Mr, Tombes and Mr. Blackwell, and others,will tell me, by this rnle, 
$children,and Infidels may be brought to baptiſme. oj, will bring them, 


- 
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(affume the inſtruRion of them in the doftrine of the Goſpel, I know not but 
may: and if Turks would part with their children to Chriſtians, I chink ir 
yery charitable thing ſo to do : For, the promiſe was never fo tied to 
ns _—_ neither for ought I know, to any believers, but to education ire 
| Abraham, or any other believing family. 
=] |. they will further fay then, by the ſfamereaſon are they to be admitred ro 
14 | Ger benefits, namcly,to hearing of the Word,and the ether ſacrament : Anfiw. F 
[they are admitted to the reſidue of the Oracles of God, as ſoon as nature or 
edo make them fit for them, they may have — they can uſe them : 
keyare firſt admitted to come to Chriſt for a bleſſing, before they are capable of 
* | Wuftion: and preparation for the ſacrament of the Lords Supper, is charged as 
Kuty, which is no where charged on the parties to be baprized. 
| 2. That Sacrament, that requireth nopreparation in the ſubjeR,is robe admi- 
tilted toevery ſubje& ; but bapriſme 1s a ſacrament to be adminiſtred without 
preparation in the ſubjeR, therefore baptiſme is to be adminſtred toevery 
every perſon, all nations. 
| That Sacrament that in the ſigne and fignification, is preparative toall other 
iy qicethar is to be adminiftred without any preparation of the ſubjeR: but bap- 
tne in the ſigne and fignification is preparative to all other grace, therefore ir 
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in| 3 be adminiſtred without any preparation: the major is true, or otherwiſe 
«þ | *rewould a proceſſe in infinitam; if that which were preparative toall other 
urs | Faces ſhonld have preparations to that, and that mnſt have other p tions ; 
.& | idloin infiniewas, The minor 1 ſhall prove out of Scripture, and plain reaſon 
& | ®mfrom then: Gal. 3. 27. as many as are baptized into Chriſt, have pat. on 
& | Wriſt: This doth probably prove, that men that are baptized, are baptized 
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into Chrift, which conld not be affirmed, if they were in Chriſt before baptiſm). 
chey could not be {aid to be baptized into Chiſt, if they had been in Chri before 
which, if faith and repentance muſt be manifeſt before bapriſme muſt be affirmed, 
he that believerh and is penitent is in Chriſt without doubr. 
Objeft. But ſome men will ſay, may not man believe before baptiſme? 
Reply. 1 anſ{werno, he cannor, untill Chriſt baptiſe him with the Holy Ghoſt 


Now, Chriſt baptizeth when he pleaſeth, either before, in, or after miniſterial 


bapriſme. 
biel But, if Chriſt hath baptized him before, what need the Miniſter baps 
rize him? 

Reply. Chriſts baptiſme is not known to the Miniſter, whatſoever conſe 
ſon of faith is made, he muſt therefure baptize, in obedience to the commandof 
Chriſt, and leave the baptiſme of Chriſt to him. 

How would the Anabaptiſts inſult in the cleerneſſc/of ſuch a text ? And here! 
cannot but note anotable ſubtilty of the Anabapriſts,T will not ſay how common 
with other heretiques,when they have cited a Text, and put a gloſſc upon it with- 
out any reſpett to the argument of the place,they preſently cry the Scriptureisd 
ours,crying down all the labours of the learned that is ſpent, though never ſotny 
ly and piouſly. For theclecring of the Text, that is, Tongues, that 1s Art : givesuy 

ture ; we have the Scripture, and then we can carry away the e, take 

that noman ſpoile you through Philoſophy and vain deceir, and this ſhall 
{erve their turn, to anſwerall they.-underſtand not. If a man tell chem that Phi- 
loſophy is converſant about nature, and ſuch things of reaſon as are too low fot 
the things of faith, and therefote have principles contrary tododtrine of faith, uy 
out of nothing, nothing is made ; and therefore make the firſt matter eternal; 
contrary to the dodtrine of the creation, froma privation to an habite, no retum, 
that which is dead cannot live again, contrary to the reſurretion : but Logickis 
without any matter of irs own, but-teacheth men only how to find out the truth 
of any diſcourſe, written or ſpoken. Oh, then Logick is nothing bur falacies, and 
herein many ſchollers concurre with them to hide their own ignorance, wheres 
indeed, falacies beno part of Logick,unlefſe you will ſay,no reaſon is reaſon: its 
true, Logicians do mention falacies, as a man may teach a young workman what 
faults he may commit, whence ſome ignorant man may affirm, that the skilldf 
{uch a trade was only in faults, as theſe do, who only count Logick falacies ; and 
here they have ſuch fooleries, to make the world believe, that reaſon was an Aﬀe 
to their fancy, that men may wonder at them, they can ſhew how fooliſha thing 
Logick is, they car: prove a ſheep have eight legs, two before, and rwo behind; 
two on the right ſide, and two on the left. My Logick can do more then hy 
and yet we fhall be both fools if we want Logick,| ro know this is no Logick: 
Fuſt, Ican proye a ſheep hath ſixteen legs,by ſetting him between tour _ o 
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before the ſheep, the other behinde him, and on each Gde one ; this ſheep will 
have four legs before one man, and four behinde, cc. which make ſixteen, for re= 
latives have no abſolute nature: before and behind,may be the ſame thing in dif= 
tent reſpeRts, the ſame foot is before, and on the right or left ſide: this Logick 
andiſcover well enongh, without the help of a fool to flour at that he knoweth 
not, 1 imputenot this to Mr. Tombes, but to the ignorant, thatcry, all is their 


| own by ſuch a wile as this, as though none did regard Scripture bur they, and all 


the Scriprures were cleerly theirs, what was ſpoken againſt them, was againſt 
pure, ſet by humane authority and tradition. 

Firſt, in the ſigne it is preparative toall purity , it is waſhing ſo mnch faith ag 
muſtcauſe men of yeares to ſubmit to bapriſmme is neceflary , withour which the 
\poſtles conld not have baptized ; bur faith and repentance whereby the heart 
ſhould be purged, that thoſe muſt be had before the party may be baptized, is an 
enacuation of the ſigne,and fruſtraterh the ſignilication : it cannot be denyed thac 
| kichand repentance are required to the efficacie of baptiſme , but ſubſequene to 
the Sacrament, the water doth ſacramentally waſh away ſinnes : fo Ananias 
A&-22.16. faith to Paul, Why tarrieſt thou,arife and be baptized, and waſh away 
thy fiomes ? Now waſhing doth ſuppoſe nothing in the ſubje but foulneſſe, the 
Vloudof Chriſt cleanſeth us from all ſinne, 1 John 1.7. all the vertue of the pur= 
gation is inthe blond of Chriſt. Now can any man ay that the bloud of Chriſt 


ennot purge unleſſe the be purged before? if faith and repentance were 
del before be ine, chem beveiline could not offer the bloud of Chriſt to 
ſinne, becauſe the party were cleanſed before baptiſme,then Ananias could 
tothave faid, Be baptized and waſh away thy ſinne; but waſh thy ſinne firſt, and 
then be baptized. AR.15. 9. St. Peter hewerh that fairhdoth purifie the heart, 
Now it is true, faith doth receive the Word and Sacraments,and maketh one and 
teother effeuall; but both Word and Sacrament doe propoſe Chriſt, the Word 
| tothe eare,Sacrament to other ſenſes: Baptiſme doth repreſent the bloud of Chriſt 

wiſhing , and ſenſe doth looke on the waſhing of water, and faith on the pro- 
miſeannexed. Now as the word is propoſed to the eare, {o water is tendred, and 
thebody waſhed with water; whence faith doth collec the purgation of the ſoul 
fromthe teſtimony of God ; water is no more the immediate objet of faith then 
theword; it is the authority of God in the word that is the objeR of faith, as 
Bewiſe the bloud of Chriſt in bapriſine; they that beleeve, and they that beleeve 
ot, heare-the word, and it is no prophanation of the word topreach it to an 
Inhdel), neither is it any prophanation of bap:iſme to baprize an Infidell ; yet 
tis hard to make him heare patiently that inno meaſure doth beleeve unleſſe 
muracles , or in defect of them ſowe afit:.nce of the Civill Magiſtrate doe con- 
erre; fo that bapriſme is but an offering of the purgation by the bloud of Chrilt 
vtheeyeand the body, as the word doth to the care, and may be tenderedas hy 
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word to all Nations, the power of the one and the other is by faith in Chriſt coy 
veyed untous in the ſacrament of baptiſme or the word : baptiſme cannot wor 
ctfine till after adminiſtration, whatſoever is ſaid of it before is but the pe 
ration of the word;the waſhing of water doth facramentally then our 
no duty of preparation charged on any , no man ever reprehended for receiving 
baptiſme unworthily; though the Miniſter hath bapriſme charged on himaspa; 
of his duty , yet never any caution given to Miniſters in generall, or toTitwe 
Timothy to take heed that they baptize no unworthy perſons ; nor any ſinneg 
puniſhment charged on any Miniſter for baptizing any raſhly or without duees 
amination ; no precept concerning any difference, but baptize and teach all Nu 
ons to the end that they may become the Diſciples of Chriſt: Now wheregy 
Law is, there is no tranigreſſion; where God doth not charge ſinne,how dareay 
mortall man ſay this or that is ſinfull? ifany preparation be required letthe gerip 
ture bee ſhewed where that was unghe , Where bapriſme was deferred till-ay | 
competent preparation were manifeſt?what Scripture is directed tothe catecy 
men1; nay what one ſentence of Scripture is applicable to them, that is notapply 
cable to Chriſtians at all times, as well after as before baptiſme ? ſme #1 
religious rite which men are cafily perſwaded out of principles of natmeyw4 
embrace,as may be ſeen in all Idolatrous worſhips; they have their religious 
which they are perſwaded come from the appointment of their gods, 
which ground they receive them. Now that God did appoint baptiſmeisns 
buſe, and ſo we muſt tender it to Nations by the appeintmentof Chriſt,: 
though they receive but as an Infidell doth the word ; yet when faith 
they make uſe of it, Therefore the Apoſtles argue to move newneſle of li 
baptiſme already received. So Romans 6, 3.4,5. St. Paul argueth whatuſe 
ſhould make of our baptiſme ; namely, that wee ſhould riſe with Chriſty. 
chough the molt noble way of arguing be from cauſes, and therefore in the San} 
ment of the Lords ſupper, where the worthy receiving of that doth dependanwJ 
antecedent cauſe ; there faith is ſaid to obtaine the whole vertne of the works 
Joh.6.35. Iam the bread, he that commeth to me ſhall never hunger,and hethi 
beleeveth on me ſhill never thirſt,v.47.He that beleeveth hath everlaſting life,56 
Hee that eateth of this bread ſhall live for ever : Whereby he plainly faith, Thi 
he that beleeveth eateth my fleſh, this bread which is my fe fmenctnn 
made ſuch to me by faith. Never any ſuch do@rine as this, he that beleeyathi 
baptized , becauſe no dodtrine is extant precedent to baptiſine in reference to tit 
Genrules. Sce all the Epiſtles to the Rom. Corinthians, and the reſidue, alat 
Written te Churches already baptized. Paul declared the whole counſell of Ge 
and yet not one word what ſhonld be the carriage of the Catechumeni , ortls 
Minuſters towards them, as if he ſhould ſuppoſe none under the right of theG# 
ſpell that will not firſt bee baptized, and received by the commandements 
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Chriſt: ſo he that will ceach any thing in St. Pauls E piſtles, they-mult teach thena 
to the baptized ro whom they are direted ; as for the Catechnmeni , nothing is 
written or direted either to them or concerning them. As for thoſe hiſtories of 
the Ats,the greater part were Jews in Covenant with God already; unto whom 
vin! % Peter did indeed preach repenrance in reference to thar bloud that they were guil- 
ſ\ tyofin killing the Lord of glory;riot as preparation to baptiſme , but repentance 
and baptiſine are both exhorted untoas precedent to the gift of the HolyGhoſt; 
whereas if ſuch p_—_ had been needfull co bapriſme, Peter ſhonld have 
ſayed for the gifrof the Holy Ghoſt ro manifeſt their fitnefſe, orat leaſt given 
them ſome directions by which they might manifeſt their fitneffe, or ſhew their 
repentance and faith, which henever did. St. Luke dorh indeed fay , They thar 
received the word were baptized ; but that they manifeſted it'any way 
p by receiving bapriſe gladly doth not appeare; and this was ground enough 
lay | for an Hiſtorian to ſay they gladly received the word, wherein they were” exhot- 
; | ted to be baptized when they were gladly baptized. 
As for that ſtory of Cornelius that was indeed a pure Gentite. Though Peter 
|} Iadcommiſſionenough to have gone to him by the command of Chriſt, Mar. 28, 
49. and to have baptized him and taught him the commands of Chriſt, yer itis 
ne Peter did not underſtand the Commiſſion, therefore God for Peters owne 
atisfaction, and the fatisfaRtion of them of the circumciſion , was pleafed in all 
oy to goe before Peter in a miraculous way ; Peter was ſo farre from bape' 
tfingot Comelius, that he was hardly perſwaded to goe to him or preach tohim, 
butas God did go before him by miracles, which when they of the circumeifion 
| far the texr ſaith, they were aſtoniſhed : And of this "Q ory St. Peter, AR.r5. - 
mdother places makethuſe of to ſatisfie the Jewes touching the calling of the 
Gentiles : but this was the mercy of God during the infancie of the Chnrchi to 
uſeſuch extraordinary meanes for the drawing off the Jewes from that ceremo- 
- dull diſtin tion that God himſelfe had put between Jewes and Genales, burn 
| theorderly adminiſtration God ſent the Holy Ghoſt, though by extraordinary 
manifeſtations , yet in a ſcaſonable time when firſt he had tendered the meanes of 
| grace: As for the falling of the Holy Choſt upon the Apoſtles in cloven tongues, 
AR.2, that came ſeaſonably upon them when they had occafion to nſe them, and 
ter had been baptized ; but the Holy Ghoſt promiſed in v.28. is promiſed after 
ter had preached repentance and baptiſme ; nay on many after they were bap- 
wed, Repent and be bagcized, and ye ſhall receive the holy Ghoſt: ſhewing thac 
reaching and baptizing are but th tenders of grace,neither the one nor the other 
any force unlefſe the Holy Ghoſt come. Now though the manner of the e iv ; 
the Holy Ghoſt be different, yet the ſeaſon is according to the way of G dil- 
Malation, God will have outward imeans firſt tendered, and after he will blefſe it 


Where he pleaſerh, among which cntwatd meanes theſe are chicfe , if not all can 
or 
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orought tobeuſed by way of tender baptiſine, and teaching, which is llckyh 
tendred in the commulſion, whatſoever is is babbled to the contrary : baptifny 
ſet before teaching the commands of Chriſt, as I have formerly manifcfted; of 
indeed, it were aſtrange thing for the ſacrament of baptiſme to be tend} 
to men that werealready dean, and approved, declared and manifeſted hi 
clean ; ir mgm ie oy be cendeva to men ther pre ER EY Decay ot 
cannot judge them Faithfull, notwithſtanding any profeſſion, and therefordhy 
tiſe them; eb rrp dn pagan aleey gens, "ivethnl 
the Lords , in which all Chriſt is commmnicated, and > 39 heuldard: 
be needfull ; bapriſme is the ſeal of the tender of Chriſt,and of the purging pant 
of his blood, not of our communion or partaking of Chriſt, that is {caled mil} 
Now to come to the ſignification, it is- preparative to all other grace |: 
Ggnifieth regeneration; and therefore it is called regeneration, fohn 3.5. Bula 
ye be regenerate by water and the Spirit, ye cannot enter into the kingdor 
heaven. Now, certainly the Holy Ghoſt would not ſet forth the grace of kph 
tiſmeb gegemaration, ox newt, | Sig grace had Deen pregptagne gi any 


actpollihiechar any Lie or notibn thouldbe imagined betore regeneration 
is true, in fobs 3. 5. Except yebe born by water and the Spirit, ralelerth it 


water and the Sparit ;. that which we tranſlate born, is y«»«8) , be,and 
Baptiſine is called aevrgi» raarſyjoerias,, the laver of regcneration, Leſt menial 
ulgarly imagine, that men are ſpiritually begotten by the Word, and were 

main ſome timein their mothers belly,the church, before they were brought h 
by baptiſme : during which time, they were to be catechumens,and madefit oli 
; received into the Church : that word which is tranſlated born, Zolm z. nxt 
- 4+ 15« 4s. tranſlated begotten, I have begotten you through the Coy 1 
there itis i-5-«, and indeed, there canbe no imagination of life ep 
is a being, before begetring ; it is true, ads/cws mult have faich, ſuch asit nth 
rurall, nmane : before he can be baptized, he muſt be willing by ſome indlinaigdta 
: or other : it were barbarous to baptize a grown man againſt his will, which 
not be gotten bur by ſome kinde ef credence, though ir might be juſt withinllſ lk 
to puniſh him with death that thouldrefaſe, as it is with God to punih wii 
eternall death, ſuch as deſpiſe baptiſme; yer that Miniſters ſhould refuſe tobiph al 
tiſe any man that ſhall defire bapriſine, |uncill he hath ſaving faith, is toregilhh ae 
ations of life, and reaſon from a man before he were begotten, or cleannelſe 
purity before he were waſhed. Again, that ſacrament that wezs admini 

all the churches of the Gentiles in the Scripture mentioned,without any me 

in the Scxipture,of any p tive grace that mult it ſclf be the ſymbol ofthe 
grace,and preparative of ar gaced: Bur bapriſme is ſuch,thereforebupt 
15 preparat1ye to all other graces. Let a che Epiſtles o the Apoſtles be (earn eo 
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ſhall finde they were all written to baptized perſons, that they are fill 
i Gekortations to faith, and ſometimes arguments drawn from baptiſmepaſt, co 
+ We them to repentance and newnefle of Life, Rom.6. 4. St. Panl doth indeed tell 
all that they were buried by baptiſm with Chriſt, but what doth he colleR our 
toke #hat? therefore repent and believe, -bur doth he at any time, ſpeaking of faith, 
al Itepentance,argue from thence to baptiſme,and tell any of chem,it they would 
is Five and repent,they ſhould be bapt;zed ? which the right method of handling 
a@otrine of the Goſpel would have required, if faith and repentance had been 
diratives ; but I am confident, if any man ſhall take on him to teach faith, and 
oetance, as preparatives to baptiſme, he mult either make his Text, or.draw 
TEtout of it that-will not come : he that will teach any doftrine other then ſa 

1 mchasmay make them willing to be baptized, and/repute them CO and 
tf wth them as diſciples of Chriſt unbaptizcd,muſt follow ne Apoſtolicll Precept 
wgEumple. That which is drawn out of the commilsion, is without ground, 
meg: treaching muſt go before baptizing,becauſe palrrdvam , is ſet firlt : For,firlt 
ops phraſe of the words is changed, walarboure 2ann{orres, whereas had there 
Sa methodicall enumeration of things that-ought to have been performed in 

Wir on? before another, the ſtile ought not to have been altered ; it ſhonld have 
x ke, Weberd/oare x =xmrioare, Go, teach and baptize ; 'and therefore thoſe 
would gather any thing out of the order of the words, mult be enforced ts 
them ſo, which the Text will not permit, Again, the word walnrdvare is an 
DRL nf. inthe Imperative mood, which {tandeth for a Future, whereas the words, 
Wing and teaching what I command, are both Preſent. Again, this aſyrd/- 
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ks, ye ſhall make diſciples, is the end, and ought to be the firſt ſet down, and 
ated to thoſe that ſhall be impleyed about the means, as I have formerly pro- 
td and ſo the ſtile doth clearely manifeſt, ye ſhall make all che world diſciples, 
Iptizing ther,and teaching them whatſoever I command, whici is as muchas by 

Ing,yeſhall make them diſciples: as if a man ſhould fay ſowing in ſeaſon,and 


\ 
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Wing good choice of your ſeed and land,ye ſhall havea good crop; here is plainly 
tended, that-theſe Participiall expreſsions, this ſowing and making good choice 

makatbe taken np for the mean, and the crop is ts be expedted after, 2s the ſucceſſe- 
. nd a _ them: as for wal] trom as ge Þ ro learn, and Re— ſome 

p tit doth imply a learning with profit, that is nothing to the prepara». 
oy inn; if here be any thing in that, it 28 in the fnctefſe, nnd i Hoch the Voie ofa 
Lg Komie, and is eſtimated by God, limited and extended according to the good 
Lung palure of God, 1/a3.48.17. I am the Lord thy God, that teacheth thee to profit: 
ag Wplants, Apollo watereth, it is God that giveth the ſnccefſe and if it ſhould 
Fg nun that ſenſe as a preparation to baptiſme in the commiſsion, it muſt contain 

#falſhood, or prove und-niably univerſall grace, if they ſhall teach with 
Ong Mittal rations; and baptize them; or at leaſt an nniverſall nationall accretion 
| of | K 
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ef the Goſpell, teaching with profit can admit of no milder ſenſe then that; adi 
ſon muſt be taught with profit before he be baptized , then none ough 

to be baptized but the clet of God; and it were aſinfor any Miniſter to 
any other but ſuch as received profit by the word, the word worketh tothe hun 
of the reprobate whatſoever ſhew of profit it may ſeem to have. ; 59h 
3- Reaſon, That doftrine that taketh away thediſtinQion of the two Sac 
ments,that is a falſe doftrine; but Anabaptiſme doth take away the diſtinfiond 
the twoSacraments,ergo,the doftrine of the Anabaptiſts is a falſe doftrine. Th 
dodrine that requireth preparation to both Sacraments , taketh away the difs | - 
rence of the Sacraments;butAnabaptiſtsrequire preparation to both Sacrameng | 
aherefor e Anabapriſts take away the difference of the Sacraments. | 
The difference doth confiſt in this, that the Sacrament of baptiſme is prepay | | 
tive tothe Lords Supper, facramenrally giving that tous which we ſtandin nal | 


| 
- 
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of,to make us fit for the Lords Supper:I fay,facramentally,not tharGod cannote } 
doth not-take his owne time of calling ſometime before we are partaker of « 
Sacrament,ſometimes after we have _ Sacraments ; yea _—_ we w - 
Full haned the Lords Su : but Sacraments have their p 
Gepfcatin and are as all i lyable coabufe. Wee uſt bekine 
ſelves as men under the meanes : we have onr duties charged upon us of Gal 
whereof ſome are officiall, ſome perſonall belonging to every mans perſor aber 
the performance of all which, we may ſinne either by omiſſion or muſuſe ; but 
the good that we receive by word or ſacraments is of God :. what we doeby wi 
of otie that lyeth charged on us by the rule that we receive from God, whichsÞ þ 
to baptize all Nations and teach them ; the ſucceſſe is of God, and the account 
faich muſt be given toGod ; we can take ſomeaccount of ſome workes, to i 
thoſe that are externall ; but of faithand of ſuch workes as are immanentdy 
thoughts of the heart, we can ſay nothing to them. Now the communion thaty 
berween Chriſt and us, is ſet downe in Scripture by Chriſts being or dwellingy 
us, and we in hw ; we muſt firſt be in Chriſt before he can be in us : we wer 
Chriſt by cle&ion before the foundation of the world , and therefore may be 
czived into Chrift before we can have faith ; nay we are ſaid robe baptized my 
Chriſt, Row.6.3- ſo many of you are baptized into Chriſt Jeſus, and thegran 
bapriſme is ſaid tobe wronght by the Spirit, by the Spirit ye are baptized wt 
one __ 1 Cor. 12,13. and Gal.3.27. As many as are baptized into Chrilt 

ut on Chriſt : Chriſt is never ſaid tobe conveyed into us by bapriſine, but 

aith,  Ephel. 3.147. That Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faich : whatB8 

cally ours by faith, is ſacramentally-ours by the Lords ſapper : hethat 
fore that eateh Chriſt in the Lords ſupper, Chriſt is in him. Tohn.6.56. Heel 
eateth my ich dwelleth in me,and I in him:butChriſt is never {aid tobe nw 
bapcilang,bur ye are baptiſed nroChriſt;he is not baptized into us,but heisaik 
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mabicated into us in the Lords ſupper , for which faith isrequired as aprepart» 
gn; and the habiration of Chriſt in us is aſcribed to faithasa meanes as b=fore; 
that Chriſt ray dwell in your hearts by faich ; but onr birth-in Chriſt, or regene- 

fajon js not at all aſcribed rofaith, bur to the Spirir and water, Fo(w3. 5. Except 
man be born by water and the Spirit : and to the Word, 1 Cor. 4.15. F have 


— 


\ begotten you through the Word, bnt never are we aid, eicher to be born or be- 
vttenby faith : the ats of faith, are growth, life, and fruits of fanRificatjon, 
Ws. 35. Thoſe thatbdlieve and come to Chrift,ate faid torat and drink Chriſt: 
For, he that cometh unto Chriſt, ispromifed heſhallnever hunger; and he thar 
bieveth in him,ſhall never thirft. And his 'vertne is aſcribed to the body and 
Mood of Chriſt, from whence Divines do juſtly gather, that he that believeth,doth 
atthefldh, and drink the blood of Chrift, bur no intimatian in ICIS 
whenee any man can colleR, that he tharbelreverh is baprized; unlefſcitbe-# pi 
| oo + For, he that doth believe, mult firſtbe baptized by the Spirit; "before Jp 
n believe; and thus are —_— offered in the facraments, kepy diftin 
which otherwiſe would be the ſame : that the grace of bapriſiye js. iniriall, har of 
the Lords ſapper is perteftive, winch may furgher be manified: his ;2ofrcal- 
eng t5,the proffer of grace;and the tec pfgrace ed:The 
is by the Word; the Spirit, and Baptiſme ;: the other is by ord,'Spirit, 
yind the Lords fupper. T have here added faith, becauſe the Scripruredoth { 
ng faith an inſtrument by which we receive Chriſt: but Chriſt mult bye 
& 


t mo $Fptrit and Word, before we'can receive him, which'is' expre 
ich wekeve the firſt of faith, Rem 8. 70. Whonthe predeſtinaterh, cheas 


2s din om juſtification,an4 goeth 
t4focdled, whom he called, them he alſo juſtified ; we are nor called by faith, 
if bntweare juſtified by faith, Rom. 2. 28. and 5. 1. Baptiſme is the ſeal and acra- 
* ntofGods work in ns, which had need to be moſt cleerly manifeſted; and cor 
0 witots,a5having moſt of Gyg, and leaſt of ng, that we migh irroik, 
= Mermnto weare moſt averſe ; therefore what hath moſt of usitrir, char pleaſerh 
"FI wheſt: a3 works better then Faith, and faith, as welook on it it our ſelves, +253 
** Jxlhcation is more delightful tous then as itis'in ies own nature, working tur- 
& ion, teaching us tg deny owrſUlveg,and reſton Godt men douſe to rhaguific 
FW frith, brit too manyunder a falſe Ne hn at harp tek 
men; faichisnor a boaſting quality,nor to be pleadedbeforemen;bat God ; an 

T1 thsSt. James, cap. 2. doth handleat large, ſhewing, that men are very inidinabts 
any Palkand boaſt of fairhbefore men, and rely on worksbefore God ; and herein 
| frdeceirfulneſſeof our hearts is very great, when wwe conceive we deal with af 
Iexre-knower, then we finde the things of faith apprehended moſt weakly of any 
| ; wean pleaſe our ſelves better in the phi our wotks rken of faith, 
bitwhen we core to deal with mangearo ſure yr treat of cotonrs before blind 

» 3 men, 
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anen : there we can boldly talk,we may ſpeak as freely as travellers, we cannoths 
diſproved, whereby it cometh to paſſe,often times, that heart that is leaſt uprigh, 
1s1moft bold ; faith 1s indeed, in time of need, very heroick in her exploits, inthy 
ſhe aceth by the power of God,bur aſcribeth little of her beſt ations to her {&, 
ſheis alwayes converſant with God, and therefore cannot but be conſcious d 
much weaknefſe and infirmity ; faith is ſo always loaden with ditficulties,thaſy , 
hath very little to ſay of her {elf; there, muſt be great preparation on Gods 
before there can beany ſenſe or feeling in man of the.things of taith ; there mi Þ * 
be the mighty operation of the Word and Spirit, and God is pleaſed toaddehyp 
iſm roo,for faith to-work upon:.theſe things are of mighty operation,znd ſothy 
had need,confidering the ſloth of heart that 1s in us to believe: 1t 1s well, Fafterte 
Word and ſacrament of baptiſme, faith do:come.. God layeth it, as a gram 
foundation for faith to work upon,and oeondingly all the arguments of Scripun 
are toraiſe.us to walk worthy of amendment of life,; and to riſe win 
Rows. 6. as if it ſhould be (aid, God hath offered you grace in baptiſme, thereky 
accept of it ; ye are born anew in baptiſine, let ir appear in your converſation, 
eArgama, 4.. That, which maketh the, admiſſion into the Church. meerly 


R 


2rary, .that.is a falſe doctrine ; bur.the doctrine of Anabaptiſts maketh adnully 
into-the:Church myerly arburrary, Ergo, the major is plain ; for, that nothitly 


more direQly contrary to the ſervice of God then will-worſhip,but denying 
that are tendred according to the mind ofChrilt in.the Word, and requiring 
diſpoſition ip. the party to be. baptized, as the Mneker pu h, without anyni 
from Gods:Ward,is to.make the publike ſervice of God, or at leaſt a;great pad 
it, wholly.arbytrary ; and this doth appear toffow from their do&rine: notyi 
gny man durſt affirm what.was the _— of faith to be required how mnchlt 
' muſt believe that muſt be baptized, by means whereof the whole marterdepat 
deth on the will of the Baptizer, a thing moſt contrary to the nature ofRelignty 
ut cannot, be imagined:that.the Holy Ghoſt would have been fo filent 4n.guu 
rules for the, Miqulters to-walk by wa the triall of the faith of the perſon to betup 
xized,if 3 charge had lain upon his office. He muſt baptize believers 
Eith Mr. Tombes, and the Anabaptiſts, but no Seripture direteth what, arhoi 
much he mult believe ; muſt it beas much as the Miniſter (all think fic,chenſont 
Miniſters will baptize with very.ſmall criall, others will be very hardy lo 
ſame yyill baptize as ſoon as the childe can be taught to ſay he beliey in Ch 
others not.tull ten or twelve, others twenty yeers of age; wherein no male 
Either ſatisfie-his-own canſcience, or any. reaſonable man; for that he 
without rules,neirher doth this difficulty from this doctrine come fromacei 
guſconftryRions or phanſies, hut inevitable neceſſity from the dorine it le 
the Miguſter owſt baptizenqae hut believers ; yet cannot.tdlbhow much, or 
he muft believe befare. he be fit for baprifne, unlefſe he walk by rules 4m 
making, without any intimatjonfrom Scripture. 5, 1h 
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the } © 5, That doftrine that giveth man that power which is divine, that doAritie is 

wht, blaſphemous and falſe ; but the doftrine of the Anabaptiſts giveth tan that po« 

= wer whuch is divine , therefore the dorine of Anabaptiſts is blaſphemous and 

F falſe 

wa} That doctrine that giveth man power to judge of faith-in another, that dodrine 

the}, 25veth man that power that is divine ; but the 'Anabaptiſt giveth men power ts 
Pun, of faith in another; therefore the Anabapriſt, that power that is divine. 

aith is1n the heart : with the heart man beleeveth torighteauſneſſe,and with 

the mouth he confeſſerh to ſalvation, Rom.10. 10. He therefore that judgeth of 

faith, maſt judge the heart which is proper to God. I the Lord try the heart, Jer; 

37-10. Neicher will it ſerve his turne to fay, that he judgerhby rules of chariry if 

this charge lay upon'his office ; tojudge charicably it 1sonething,, another to 

judge ex offices ; for the judgement of charity can never pronounce the perſon ſo 

qudged to be ſuch as he is judged by charity tobe : judgements of charity are not 

alwaies true, if ic be poſſible we have warrant enough to judge it/fo.by:charity : 

| children may poſſibly be ſach as the Kingdome of heaven doe belong too, 'wee 

| myincharity judge them ſach : but jf we are tyed by our office to baptizenone 

FJ burbeleevers, it will not ſerve turne to: ſay. we judge them ſuch by charity; to 

"Y that we muſt baptize none bur ſuch as are beleevers, ſeeing we may-by 

pig judge many beleevers which yet are not beleevers : againe judgement of 

isdenied to belong to the Apoſtles themſelves, not that we have CY 
efyourfaith, 2 Cor. 1:24. If God had appointed Miniſters to have jadged 

"| mens faith before they had baptized them, he would have given them-ſome rules 

Wi bywhich they ſhould have been able ro walke, which he hath notdone; (he hath 

annexed baptiſme to the-Miniſters calling tolet men know that the grace of bap- 

tiſme commeth immediatly from Chriſt ; therefore he ſent the ſeale of it by thar 

alling that came immediately from him, but hath promiſed thoſe officers of his 


noſpeciall qualifications whereby they ſhall have abilities to diſcern the faith of 


Ty Men more then other men have;the judgement of charity,is not aMinifteriall qua- 
TH lfction that belongeth to every man, and is no Miniſteriall qualification. 

"4 .6-That do&rine that denieth the interpretation of the promiſe made toAbraham 

*F which $.Paul maketh that isa falſe dorine;bur the dodtrine of Anabaptiſts deni» 

'| <hthe interpretation of the promiſe made to Abraham wehSt.Paul maketh:ther- 

btethe dodtrine of the Anabaptiſts is falſq. Thoſe that deny-the bleſſing of Abra« 

©f kmand inkim of all the Nations of the earth to be theGolſpeb to Abra-/ 

ham inreference to theGentiles after theit call,deny the interpretation thatS. Paul 


th of the promiſe made toAbraham;but the Anabaptiſts deny the mY | 
ta 


Bham, and in him of all the Nations gf the earth,to be pell 
aorata PA Ge hee chendore henna taprits do: 
gthe interpretation made to Abraham meeh maketh;the words of S,Paul 
K | " £H& ft ; _ aS 
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arepla , Gal.3.8. the Scripture foreſeeing that God would juftifie the hn 
faith, before the Goſpel mnto Abraham, ſaying, In thee fly 
Nations be bleed; where ye fee plainly $.Paal affirmeth the promiſe to Abray 
to be theGoſpel,and the Nations to be convertedGentiles,and that in the promib 
made 6 Abraham;rherewas a Prophefie of the converſion of theGentiles;md( 
Gentiles under the Goſpell hatAbrahams —_ 15 a bleſſing to themwy 
theirſced , as Abraham had to himand his ſeed : ſo that it is apparent that thk 
which deny the bleſſing tothe ſeed of the Gentiles, the —— of thex 
deny Abrahams bleſſing tothe Gentiles ; which is direMy rodeny the inteny 
cation of St. Pant concerning Abrahams bleſſing, and to deny that the bleſſy 
Abrahamwas the Gofpdl, or that the promiſe was a Propheſie of the comely 
of the Gentiles under the Goſpell ; all, which things are plainly affirmedby$ 
Paul. | Ws" 
7. Thardo&rine that denieth the benefit or grace of circumciſion to beviiy 
in baptiſme, that do&trine is falſe : but the doctrine of Anabaptiſts is a dofing 
that deniethrthe benefit and of circumciſion to be offered in baptiſinethai 
fore thedoArineof the Anabapriſts is falſe. That dofrine which denieth wit 
. Sr. Panl affirmeth, is afalſe dotrine : but that doAtrine that denieth thebenekts 
grace of circumciſion to be offered in bapriſme, that doftrine denieth what 
Pant affirmeth; therefore that doQrine denieth the benefit and grace of ciranhy 
fion to be offered in baptiſme, isa falſe doftrine. _ 
'  Theplace wherein St. Paull doth affirme that we have the benefit of cirgu 
fion by bapriſme, is Collof. 2.1 1,1 2. Let the argument be weighed, I have 
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were circumcaſed that was not literally true ; therefore he affirmerh in a gait 
tive or metonymicall ſenſe, ſigni pro ignato, the thing ſignified bycirenn -1'08 
and he further ſheweth, how'the benefic they were partakers of had reſemblatallu 
with circumciſion; circumciſion did cut off the body by a ſynecdoche;pattha ds 
whole, but they pur off the-whcle body,bur it was the body of fr. Nowtu 
done by the circumciſion of Chriſt ; it was this circtimciſion of -Chrift that wallth 
the circumeiſion of our fathers of any vertue': this had been as true of the Tahlſh 
arches, that they were circumciſed in putring off the body of the ſinnes of ie bn 
Reſh bythecircumcifion of Chriſt ; whereof theirlegall circomciſionwasbun] / 
rype, and Chrifts cirenumciſien did pur an'end to thateiroiumciſion;' yerthe GY 
| iſed-in'Chrift »- how could tharbe? the texrplainhylut 
— che body of theſinnes of theflefh, and that was their circumedontt 
the circumcifion'of Chtiſt;jt was the benefirof cireumciſion tothe Fewes, wil 


Cs paprtter Wete?tSerremng "How this benefircommet 
r 


you by being in Chriſt, ger tt 


| FOCUN | bat and all is done; to paroffthed of |} 
rodyc; Chriſt dyed, if ye bein him, all | 16 


hat he did yo 4d; he was cireunakef] * 
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"F. circumciſed ; be died, ye die ; if in him ; thus were fathers in Chrifeby 
” GacFion {> areye in Chriſt by buried with kim in bapclfade cur, 
Wy ting can be plainer then the grace and benefit ef circumciſion was'offered tothe 
tin} Colofſians in bapriſime. l 
ky, - That dorine that refuſeth to hear and obey the rationall and manly phraſe of 
dth { thedorine of the Goſpell, and reduce all to the ſenſitive and childiſh delivery.of 
bn F the Law, that is an unfaithful and diſobedient doctrine ; buc the doirme of Ana- 
thek | nr refuſeth to heare and obey the rationall and manly phraſe of the doftrine 
Y Goſpell, and reduce all to the ſenſitiveand childiſh delivery of the Lavv, 
8f therefore che dodtrine of the Anabaptiſts is an unfaithfull and dilobedient do- 
enl dine; God was pleaſed to deliver the ſervice, which confiſted in ceremonies 
may wdoutward performances in ſuch manner, that every externall was direQed to 
by $f temthe length, heighth of their Temple, and of every thing that was con- 
'*2} unedtherein, to ſhew that God would be the author of all things in his wor- 
oy ip: The colour, length of the curtains, of their altars, and every carved thing, 
| reedneted immediatly by God ; the place where the Temple ſhould ſtand : 
Rabf Hae hould rigorouſly look for particular rules in this kinde, as thoſe Anabap- 
"WR ds do in Ipoine of baptiſme lookfor the like diretion for adminiſtration of bap- 
egy flee, 25 of circumciſion ; and for want thereof, to negle& what the Holy Ghoſt 
eg kh faid concerning the nature of baptiſine, and giving direQion to have it ad- 
nel mniſtred toall nations, thereby leaving the precept or duty of baptiſme without 
2 lawtulluſe, for want of ſuch ſenſitive and particular direttion as they had 
TING wider the Law, we might be condemned for will-worſhip, for building Chur- 
aides without a pattern and diretion from God, how high, or how long they 
I they ſhould be; bel an with many things of the like nature; refuſe to pray pub- - 
my or meet to ſerve God becauſe he had appointed no place : the truthis, 
ma mat they ſay againſt baptizing of Infants doth conclude _ any baptizing 
Wt: For, if the particular aſſignation of the perſons to be baptized muſt be 
mgamnſhed by any qualification, for want of any ſuch direQion, we ſhall be en- 
Ldtoleave all unbaptized : Baptize all nations, ſaith Chriſt, and As 2. 41; 
a8 tire thouſand ſouls were added : A.8. 12. men and women;theſe may compre- 
th i male and female, without neceſſary inference, that they were grown 
a women. 
SDe18 Now, if we leave this ſenſitive and childiſh way, and walk by the reaſonable 
e UF al of Scripture, how cleerly doth the Scripture give ſatisfaQtion in this port, , 
yg May you obſerve ? Firſt, Chriſt doth command to baptize all nations : Second- 
pong Siecellech, that the promiſe belonging to any; doth entitle him to ba M 
WSI:. 39. Thirdly, that the promiſe is the ſame to Abraham, and the Goſpel 
aac to the Gentiles, Gal. 3. 8. that the promiſe was to Abraham and his- - 
we | 3 mebaptiſine doth circumciſe us by ingrafting us into Chriſt, Cok2.11, -oþ 
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By what rational excuſes can we excuſe our {elves for diſobediences a 
.mands of Chriſt, commanding us to baptize all nations, if we refuſe 
-by a nationall covenant are brought unto us ?/ A 
$ Thatdedrine, whichunder pretence of walking by Scripture, ap 
their dodtrine by falacies, and falſe arguments, that doctrine iserrox 
A ded: Fenkage prod agrnnen ARON 
in part .To to prodace any argument againſt Infants hi 
| from Scripture, or ſound reaſon, Grar ſhall reaſonably concdnls from the 
' without any addition or ſubſtraction, or may agree with the ſenſe andat 
.of the — ther, Iſhall account Mr. Tombes his {ceptic 
tolerable ; in the mean time, I wiſh he might receive ſatisfaction, dſp 


time in confirmation of his weaker brethern. 


